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ANNUAL COUNCIL – Tuesday 24th MAY 2010 – continued:-
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GILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on Tuesday 24th May 2010 at 7.30 p.m. in the Civic Hall Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham. 

Present:                    Cllr Mrs Hunt (Mayor), Cllr D Milsted (Deputy Mayor),                                  Cllr Mrs A Beckley, Clr Mrs Bell, Cllr Mrs Booton, 

                                  Cllr C Dann, Cllr F Evill, Cllr R Evill, Cllr S Joyce,
                                  Cllr M Lodge, Cllr B Millichamp, Cllr R Monksummers,  Cllr Mrs J Robson and Cllr I Stewart.
Also present:          56 members of the public.

Prior to the start of the formal meeting the retiring mayor Cllr R Evill made the following statement:- 

“It is has been an honour and a privilege to serve as the Mayor of Gillingham, despite my initial misgivings, and I would like to thank those of you who encouraged me to stand.  My year in office has been easier than it might have been due to the help and support of the Mayors Secretary Julie Hansford who has dealt with all of my invitations, provided advice, answered my questions and prepared the ground for me.  I would also like to thank the Town Clerk, Sylvia Dobie, and the Office Manager, Phil Knott, for their help and support. Good working relationships are very important in ensuring the effective management of the Town Council’s affairs and that the Town Council acts properly and legally at all times. Whenever problems arose I have always been confident, with the help of the Town Clerk, of being able to sort them out”.

The Mayor thanked his parents, the Deputy Mayor, and the members of Gillingham Town Council for their support during his year in office.  The Mayor also thanked the Mayors Cadet Scott Rock who has attended a number of events during the year, including the Devon and Dorset Regiment Association Memorial Service and Parade held at Mere last July and the Gillingham Carnival parade. Scott has also acted as the Standard Bearer for the Detachment. The Mayor presented Cadet Scott Rock with a certificate in recognition of his year as the Mayors Cadet.

 544.  To formally invite the “Mayor Elect” to accept the office of Mayor for the Council Year 2010-2011 and to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
Cllr Mrs Hunt accepted the badge of office from the retiring Mayor, Cllr R Evill, and duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as the Mayor of Gillingham for 2010-2011.  
Cllr Mrs Hunt made the following acceptance speech:- 

“I would like to thank the members of Gillingham Town Council for putting their trust in me for what will be my third term in office as Mayor of Gillingham. I will endeavour to represent the residents of Gillingham, and Milton on Stour, to the best of my ability and to continue with the progress made, by the retiring Mayor, in improving communications between the Town Council and the Community Partnership. I am looking forward to my year in office”.
Cllr Mrs Hunt presented the retiring Mayor with a ‘Past Mayors’ badge. 
545. To formally invite the Deputy Mayor elect to accept the office of Deputy Mayor for the Council Year 2010-2011 and to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

Cllr David Milsted duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as the Deputy Mayor of Gillingham for 2010-2011 and thanked his fellow Councillors for bestowing this honour upon him.

546. To receive apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received from Cllr D Griffin and Cllr Mrs Pothecary. 
Proposed by Cllr Mrs Robson, and seconded by Cllr Stewart, the apologies as listed above were unanimously accepted. 

547. To approve the minutes of the last meeting of the Full Town Council held on 26th April 2010 

Cllr Milsted proposed “the minutes of the meeting held on 26th April 2010, should be approved as a correct record of that meeting”. Cllr R Evill seconded and the vote was unanimous.
548. Questions - There were no questions.

549. Declarations of Interest:- 
Cllr Lodge declared a personal interest in agenda item 12a and 12b, as a member of the Gillingham Leisure Centre 
Board of Trustees, and 12d, as a member of the Town Design Statement Steering Group. 
Cllr Joyce and Cllr Millichamp declared personal interests in agenda item12d as members of the Town Design Statement Steering Group. 
550. Appointment of Committees and Chairman/Deputy Chairman (Each Committee to include, ex-officio, the Mayor and Deputy Mayor)

The Town Clerk explained to the meeting the procedure for the appointment of members to the Committees. A draft list of committee membership, compiled from the preference slips submitted by members, was issued with the agenda for the meeting.

a. General Purposes:-  
(i) Committee - Cllr  Milsted  proposed “that the following Members should be appointed to the General Purposes Committee”. Cllr R Evill seconded and the vote was unanimous.

	Cllr rupert evill

	CLLR MRS BOOTON

	Cllr MRS BECKLEY

	CLLR D GRIFFIN

	CLLR MRS HUNT

	CLLR S JOYCE

	CLLR M LODGE

	CLLR D MILSTED

	CLLR R MONKSUMMERS

	CLLR MRS POTHECARY

	VACANCY


(ii). Chairman. Cllr  R Evill  proposed “that Cllr Lodge should be elected as Chairman of the General Purposes Committee for the Year 2010/2011”.  Cllr Mrs Booton seconded and the vote, by committee members only, was unanimous. 

550. Appointment of Committees and Chairman/Deputy Chairman (Each Committee to include, ex-officio, the Mayor and Deputy Mayor) – contimued:-

The members of the General Purposes Committee unanimously appointed Cllr Lodge as Chairman. 

(iii). Deputy Chairman – General Purposes.  Cllr Lodge  proposed “that Cllr Mrs Beckley should be elected as Deputy Chairman of the General Purposes Committee for the Year 2010/2011”. Cllr Milsted seconded and the vote, by committee members only, was unanimous. 

The members of the General Purposes Committee unanimously appointed Cllr Mrs Beckley as Deputy Chairman. 

b. Development Control Recommendations Committee. 

(i). Committee.  Cllr Stewart proposed “that the following Members should be appointed to the Development Control Recommendations Committee” Cllr Dann seconded and the vote was unanimous.

	CLLR MRS BECKLEY

	CLLR C DANN

	CLLR FRED EVILL

	CLLR RUPERT EVILL

	CLLR S JOYCE

	CLLR M LODGE

	CLLR B MILLICHAMP

	CLLR R MONKSUMMERS 

	CLLR MRS ROBSON

	VACANCY

	VACANCY


(ii). Chairman. 

Cllr Lodge proposed “that Cllr R Evill should be elected as the Chairman of the Development Control Recommendations Committee for the Year 2010/2011”.  Cllr Dann seconded and all of the committee members voted in favour. 
The members of the Development Control Recommendations Committee unanimously appointed 
Cllr R Evill as Chairman.
(iii). Deputy Chairman - Cllr Lodge proposed that “that Cllr S Joyce should be elected as the Deputy Chairman of the Development Control Recommendations Committee for the Year 2010/2011”.  Cllr Dann seconded and the vote, by committee members only, was unanimous. 

The Development Control Recommendations Committee unanimously appointed Cllr Joyce as Deputy Chairman.

c. Policy and Resources 

(i). Committee.   Cllr Lodge proposed “that the following members should be appointed to the Policy and Resources Committee”. Cllr Dann seconded and the vote was unanimous.

550. Appointment of Committees and Chairman/Deputy Chairman (Each Committee to include, ex-officio, the Mayor and Deputy Mayor) – continued:-

	cllr MRS BELL

	CLLR MRS BOOTON

	CLLR C DANN 

	CLLR F EVILL

	CLLR R EVILL

	CLLR MRS HUNT

	CLLR DAVID MILSTED

	CLLR M LODGE

	CLLR MRS ROBSON

	CLLR IAN STEWART

	VACANCY


(ii). Chairman. 
Cllr Dann proposed “that Cllr Mrs Robson should be elected as Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee”. Cllr F Evill seconded. 

Cllr Milsted proposed “that Cllr Stewart should be elected as Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee”. Cllr Mrs Bell seconded. 

The secret ballot resulted in 7 votes for Cllr Mrs Robson and 3 for Cllr Stewart.  

Cllr Mrs Robson was declared the Chairman, Policy and Resources Committee for the Year 2010/2011.

(iii). Deputy Chairman. 

(a).  Cllr Milsted  proposed “that Cllr Stewart should be elected as the Deputy Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee for 2010-2011”. Cllr Mrs Robson seconded and all of the committee members voted in favour. 
Cllr Stewart was declared the Deputy Chairman by the members of the Policy and Resources Committee for the Year 2010/2011.

d. Staff and Salaries Committee.
(i). Committee - Cllr Mrs Robson proposed “that the following members should be appointed to the Staff and Salaries committee”. Cllr Dann seconded and the vote was unanimous. 

	CLLR C DANN

	CLLR R EVILL

	CLLR MRS HUNT

	CLLR  M LODGE

	CLLR R MONKSUMMERS 

	CLLR  B MILLICHAMP

	CLLR  MRS J ROBSON


550. Appointment of Committees and Chairman/Deputy Chairman (Each Committee to include, ex-officio, the Mayor and Deputy Mayor except for DCRC) continued:-
(ii). Chairman. 

Cllr Mrs Robson proposed “that Cllr Dann should be elected as Chairman of the Staff and Salaries Committee”.  Cllr Lodge seconded and the vote was unanimous. (Committee Members only)

Cllr Dann was unanimously declared the Chairman, Staff and Salaries Committee for the Year 2010/2011.

(iii). Deputy Chairman. 

Cllr Dann proposed “that Cllr Mrs Robson should be elected as the Deputy Chairman of the Staff and Salaries Committee 2010-2011”. Cllr Millichamp seconded and the vote was unanimous.(Committee members only).
Cllr Mrs Robson was unanimously appointed as the Deputy Chairman of the Staff and Salaries committee for the Year 2010/2011.
551. To determine the Appointments to Other Organisations. 

Cllr Mrs Robson proposed “that the following members should be appointed to Other Organisations”. Cllr Stewart seconded and the vote was unanimous.  

	ser
	organisation:
	MEMBER(S) APPOINTED

	1. 
	Gillingham Youth Centre Management
	Cllr Lodge / Cllr R Monksummers  

	2. 
	Gillingham Youth Assembly
	Cllr Mrs Hunt / Cllr R Evill / Cllr Lodge

	3. 
	Gillingham Day Club
	Cllr Mrs Robson

	4. 
	Read’s Charity
	Cllr Mrs Hunt / Cllr Mrs Robson / Cllr D Milsted / Mrs S Dobie / Mrs J Hansford

	5. 
	Cpend
	Cllr Mrs Beckley

	6. 
	History Society
	Cllr Mrs Beckley

	7. 
	Footpath Liaison
	Cllr Millichamp

	8. 
	Transport Liaison
	Cllr Lodge / Cllr Mrs Beckley

	9. 
	Environment Officer
	Cllr Mrs Beckley

	10. 
	Tree Officer 
	Mrs Trudi Green / Elizabeth Kendall 

	11. 
	North Dorset Area Youth Council
	Cllr Mrs Hunt / Cllr Lodge  /  Cllr R Monksummers 

	12. 
	Crime Prevention Panel
	Cllr Milsted / Cllr M Lodge 

	13. 
	Stour Vale Hydro Group
	Cllr Mrs Beckley 

	14. 
	Education Liaison
	Cllr Mrs Robson

	15. 
	Gillingham in Bloom
	Cllr Mrs Hunt / Cllr Mrs Pothecary / Cllr Mrs Booton 

	16. 
	DAPTC
	Cllr I Stewart / Cllr Mrs Beckley

	17. 
	Blackmore Vale Tourism & Dev Co Ltd
	Cllr R Monksummers /  Cllr M Lodge

	18. 
	Dorset Age Partnership
	Cllr Mrs Bell

	
	
	


NB - The need to send a representative to the DAPTC Northern Area Parish Councils Meetings is to be considered at the June meeting of the Policy and Resources Committee. 

552. To receive the following committee reports:-
a. Development Control Recommendations Committee interim meeting dated 26th April 2010 and Development Control Recommendations Committee meeting dated 1th May 2010.

Cllr B Millichamp proposed “that the Development Control Recommendations Committee interim meeting report dated 26th April 2010 and Development Control Recommendations Committee meeting report dated 10th May 2010 should be received and adopted”.  Cllr F Evill seconded and the vote was unanimous.

b. General Purposes Committee dated 4th May 2010.
Cllr Lodge proposed “that the General Purposes Committee report dated the 4th May 2010 should be received and adopted”. Cllr Joyce seconded and the vote was unanimous.

c. Policy and Resources Committee dated 17th May 2010.

Cllr Mrs Robson  proposed “that the Policy and Resources Committee report dated 17th May 2010 should be received and adopted”.  Cllr Stewart seconded and the vote was unanimous.
553. To receive reports from Outside Bodies

 a. Three Rivers Community Partnership Board of Trustees  

A copy of the report presented to the AGM of Three Rivers Community Partnership held on 11th May 2010 and a copy of the 2010 Action Plan attached were issued with the agenda for the meeting.
b. Gillingham Leisure and Community Trust Board 
Cllr Lodge informed the meeting that the RiversMeet project is running smoothly, with a target completion date, for handover of the building, of mid July. A further two weeks will be required to prepare for opening and for staff training. 
Cllr Lodge referred to the voluntary work being undertaken at Withy Wood with a further volunteer day on Saturday 5th June to construct the first half of the path.  

Cllr Mrs Beckley informed the meeting that she had visited Withy Wood last Saturday and found only the two organisers working on site stating “I hope that more volunteers will make themselves available on the 5th June.  Local groups such as the Scouts, Cadets and Youth Club Members should be encouraged to take part and help such a worthy cause”.
Cllr Lodge referred to the road shows being held in the surrounding parishes during June to promote RiversMeet and an Exhibition in the Town Hall, on Friday and Saturday the 4th / 5th July, in conjunction with the Town Design Statement Steering Group consultation on the draft statement.
Cllr Stewart thanked the Gillingham Leisure and Community Trust Board of Trustees for bringing the first stage of the project to fruition stating “the next stage will be the community facility and I wish the Board Members well in taking this part of the project forward”.  
c. The Blackmore Vale Tourism Company Ltd 
Cllr Milsted informed the meeting that a copy of the the annual accounts for the previous Financial Year is available at the reception desk stating “ Bed and Breakfast bookings have recovered from last year’s dip and are currently around two thirds of the 2008 numbers.  On the downside sales are quite sharply down which we do depend on to help pay our way”. 

Cllr Milsted thanked Gillingham Town Council for the early release of the grant award to pay for the reprint of the information leaflets.  

553. To receive reports from Outside Bodies- continued:-
     c. Town Design Statement Steering Group 

Cllr Millichamp informed the meeting that the Steering Group will be compiling a draft statement and then setting up a meeting with the NDDC Planning Policy Manager.   The draft statement will then be presented for public consultation at an exhibition at the Town Hall on Friday and Saturday the 4th / 5th July.  NB - Now postponed until the Autumn.
554. To receive the following Working Party reports and to make recommendations thereon:‑ 

     a. Weekly Market for Gillingham.
Cllr Milsted informed the meeting that the membership of the Working Party is now down to two following the resignation of Cllr Mrs Hankin. Cllr Milsted referred to a recent meeting with a third party commercial  organisation involved with other weekly markets in Dorset  stating “myself and the Town Clerk viewed two possible sites with the third party representatives who will now be talking to the landowners concerned, to establish if it will be possible to organise a weekly market in Gillingham. It is looking quite hopeful that we will be able to establish a weekly market in Gillingham at no expense to the taxpayer”.
     b. Open Spaces Land Bank Trust

The Town Council members of the joint working party met on 12th May 2010 to consider the advice from the NALC Solicitor and consider the best way forward with regards to the freehold transfer of land from NDDC, as identified in Table 2 of the Land Acceptance Document dated November 2009.  

The following report was issued with the agenda for the meeting:- 

 1. Trusteeship - The Trust as currently set up has the Community Partnership as the Sole Corporate Trustee. The members of the Working Party will need to consider whether to accept this arrangement, or for the Trust Deed to be amended to include Gillingham Town Council as the Custodian Trustee and with the automatic right to appoint one of the Management Trustees as recommended by the NALC Solicitor. 
Please bear in mind that Trust Deeds are extremely expensive to prepare, as a solicitor specialising in charitable law has to be engaged, complicated, and difficult to understand, and any future complications or disputes can result in expensive legal fees when legal advice is being sought.   

Alternatively members may wish to consider a less costly and less complicated arrangement, with a 20 year lease agreement, with 5 year review periods, and automatic reversion to the Town Council in the event of the disbandment of the Community Partnership. The lease documents can be drawn up by our own solicitor, at a cost of approx £750-00p each, in line with the one recently prepared for the cricket club for the lease of the Hardings Lane Recreation Ground.   The automatic right of Town Council representation, on the Management Committee, can be incorporated into the lease agreement.  The NALC solicitor has confirmed that this arrangement will satisfy grant funding bodies. 
Recommendations from the Working Party as follows:- 
The Working Party members preferred option is a 20 year lease agreement, with 5 year review periods, and automatic reversion to the Town Council in the event of the disbandment of the Community Partnership. 
Should members decide on the alternative option, of placement in a Land Bank Trust, then the Trust Deed should be amended in line with advice from the NALC Solicitor, and the motion passed by Full Council in November 2007, with the Town Council as the Custodial Trustee and the  Community Partnership appointing the Management Trustees.. 

554. To receive the following Working Party reports - continued:-

b. Open Spaces Land Bank Trust - continued:-

2. Membership of the Board of Management Trustees / Management Committee 
Recommendations from the Working Party as follows:- 
The Town Council should have the automatic right to appoint a member as a representative on Board of Management Trustees or Management Committee. 
Consideration should also be given to including representation from the wider local community. 
3. Roles and responsibilities of the Trustees / Management Committee. 
The following report was issued with the agenda for the meeting:- 
Members will need to identify the role and responsibilities of the Trustees or Management Committee, including such items as the preparation of management plans, the preparation of tender documents and maintenance contracts, and the appointment and supervision of contractors. And whether to include an automatic right for the Town Council to participate in the tendering process.    
Recommendation from the Working Party as follows:- 
The Trustees, or Management Committee, should be responsible for the preparation of management plans, the preparation of tender documents and maintenance contracts, and the appointment and supervision of contractors. 
The Town Council should have the automatic right to participate in the tendering process. 
4. Funding on going maintenance for land placed in the Open Spaces Trust.-
The following report was issued with the agenda for the meeting:-
The members of the Working Party will need to consider how funding for ongoing maintenance is provided. The alternative options appear to be –
· The Trust Fund to be controlled by the Trustees, or Management Committee, with the commuted sums, or lump sum payments, allocated to areas of land being transferred either into the Land Bank Trust, or leased to the Management Committee, handed over to the Trustees, or management committee, with detailed financial records of how this funding is spent provided in the form of annual accounts. The Trustees, or management committee, will then need to apply for funding from the precept when these funds are nearing exhaustion.

·  The on going maintenance fund to be administered by the Town Council with the proposals, and level of funding required by the Trustees, or Management Committee, for maintaining the land for the next financial year, submitted to the annual precept meeting. Members can then agree the amount of precept funding required, to ensure that an acceptable balance is retained in the maintenance fund.

Recommendation from the Working Party as follows:- 
The on going maintenance fund to be administered by the Town Council with the proposals, and level of funding required by the Trustees, or Management Committee, for maintaining the land for the next financial year, submitted to the annually to the Town Council prior to the precept meeting. Members can then agree the amount of precept funding required, to ensure that an acceptable balance is retained in the maintenance fund.
554. To receive the following Working Party reports - continued:-

b. Open Spaces Land Bank Trust - continued:-

5. Transfer of NDDC owned land as listed in Table 2 (attached)
Recommendation from the Working Party as follows:- 
The Land Acceptance Working Party should enter into direct negotiations with NDDC for the freehold transfer of these areas to the Town Council, on the same basis as for the transfers last year, with NDCC providing a lump sum payment of 2.5 times the annual maintenance costs.
Cllr Lodge referred to the proposals, contained in item 1 of the report, regarding future ownership of the land stating “these proposals mean that the land will not be protected in perpetuity. Future members of the Town Council could decide to sell off one or more areas of this land if the opportunity arose to develop it”.

Cllr Milsted stated “in reality there is no such thing as ‘in perpetuity’. Protection can be removed from even the most legally protected public open spaces.  The current members of this council cannot fetter the judgement of future members. The Town Council will be the Custodian of this land and the onus will be on both the current, and future, members of this council as the statutory, democratically elected, body, representing the interests of the residents of Gillingham, to ensure that any future decisions, concerning these areas of land, are taken in the best interest of the town. We have been given very clear and concise advice by the NALC Solicitor and we should follow it up.” 
Cllr Milsted proposed “that the freehold of the land, identified in table 2 of the Land Acceptance Document, dated November 2009, for transfer, from NDDC, should remain with the Town Council. With the Community Partnership offered a 20 year lease agreement, including 5 year review periods, to undertake the management, and future enhancement, of the land with automatic reversion to the Town Council in the event of the disbandment of the Community Partnership. Cllr Stewart seconded and the vote was unanimous.
Cllr Dann proposed “that The Town Council should have the automatic right to appoint a member, as its representative, to serve on the body set up to manage the land”.  Cllr Mrs Bell       

seconded and the vote was unanimous. 
Cllr Dann proposed “that the body set up by the Community Partnership should have full control of the management and future enhancement of the land including responsibility for the preparation of management plans, the preparation of tender documents and maintenance contracts, and the appointment, and supervision, of contractors with the Town Council having an automatic right to participate in the tendering process”. Cllr Mrs Bell seconded and the vote was unanimous.  
Cllr  Stewart  proposed “that  the on going maintenance fund should be administered by the Town Council with the proposals, and level of funding required, for maintaining the land for the next financial year, submitted to the Town Council each year prior to the precept meeting”.   
Cllr Dann seconded and the vote was unanimous.  

Cllr Milsted proposed “that the Working Party should enter into direct negotiations with NDDC for the freehold transfer of these areas to the Town Council, on the same basis as for the transfers last year, with NDCC providing a lump sum payment of 2.5 times the annual maintenance costs”.   Cllr Mrs Bell seconded and the vote was unanimous. 
555. To review the Standing Orders for Gillingham Town Council including a proposed amendment to Standing Order 43 as follows:-

43 - The Council Chairman and Vice-Chairman (being the Mayor and Deputy Mayor respectively) shall be members of every Committee, with the exception of the 
555. To review the Standing Orders for Gillingham Town Council - continued:- 

Development Control Recommendations Committee, when they are already members of the NDDC Development Control Committee. 

Cllr Mrs Robson proposed “that the amendment to Standing Order 43 should be approved” Cllr Stewart seconded and the vote was unanimous. 
Cllr Stewart enquired if there will need to be a review Standing Orders, following the decisions taken at this meeting, with regards to land transfer from NDDC.

The Town Clerk confirmed that a further review can take place following the completion of the negotiations with NDDC and the Community Partnership.

Cllr Mrs Robson proposed “that the Standing Orders, with the amendment to number 43, should be formally adopted for the Council Year 2010-2011. Cllr Mrs Booton seconded and the vote was unanimous. 
Cllr Monksummers referred to Standing Order 44 as follows-

44. The Chairman of both General Purposes and Development Control Recommendations Committee shall not automatically be ex-officio members of the Policy & Resources Committee.

Enquiring as to whether it should read ‘Shall automatically’, rather than ‘shall not automatically’. 

N.B: To clarify this matter - extract from the minutes of Full Council meeting April 2009 as follows:-

363.  MOTION: Proposed by Cllr R Evill, and seconded by Cllr Mrs Robson, to amend Standing Order No 44 as follows:- “ The Chairman of both General Purposes and Development Control        Recommendations Committees shall not automatically be ex-officio members of the Policy and        Resources Committee”

Cllr Mrs Booton proposed an amendment to the motion “that the Chairman of the General Purposes Committee should automatically become a member of the Policy and Resources Committee, but not the Chairman of the Development Control Recommendations Committee” Cllr Millichamp seconded this amendment, stating that as Chairman of the Development Control Recommendations Committee I have no problem in not being an automatic member of the Policy and Resources Committee. 
The amendment to the motion was then put to the vote. Five members voted in favour, five members voted against and four members abstained. The original motion was carried on the casting vote of the Chairman.   

556. To review the Financial Regulations for Gillingham Town Council

Cllr Mrs Robson proposed “that the Financial Regulations, currently in place, should be formally adopted for the Council Year 2010-2011. Cllr Mrs Booton seconded and the vote was unanimous. 

557. To receive the officers monthly report to members.
A copy of the report was issued with the agenda for the meeting.  The report listed 31ongoing items and the current position for each of them,  providing members with an update on outstanding matters and the administrative staff with a record of the current situation, and action required, to progress these matters to a satisfactory conclusion.  

Cllr Milsted referred to item 1, The High Street Enhancement Scheme, reporting a broken slat on the public seat outside of Summerfields store. 
557. To receive the officers monthly report to members - continued:-
The Office Manager referred to item 17, informing members that the one outstanding issue relating to the responsibility of the underground drainage pipes, until adoption by Wessex Water, has now been resolved. 

Cllr Mrs Robson referred to item 6, the fire escape at the front of the Town Hall, asking for the placement of a hand rail on the inside of the exit door.
The Office Manger referred to item 31, the placement of a new public seat at Rolls Bridge, kindly donated by Mrs Pat Lawrence in memory of her late husband,  informing members that it as now been installed. 

558. To receive a copy of an application, to NDDC, for a license for playing recorded music, serving late night refreshments, and alcohol, from 12noon to 12 midnight and to make recommendations thereon. 

Notification of the application was issued to members following receipt from NDDC.
The Town Clerk confirmed that she had not received any objections from members prior to the meeting.
Closure.   The meeting closed at 8.37pm. 







