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GILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

The Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham, Dorset SP8 4QR

Tel: 01747 823588            Email: GillinghamTC@aol.com 

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 

RECOMMENDATIONS COMMITTEE
Minutes of a meeting of the Development Control Recommendations Committee held on the 12th July 2010 commencing at 7.30pm in The Jubilee Room, Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham.

These minutes do not constitute a true record until ratified by Full Council.

Present:
Cllr R Evill (Chairman), Cllr Mrs A Beckley, Cllr C Dann, Cllr F Evill, 


Cllr M Lodge and Cllr B Millichamp.

Also present:
 Cllr D Griffin (non member) 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting Mrs Sarah Snook of Topsie Rabbit, gave a short presentation regarding Planning Application 2/2010/0633. Mrs Carolyn Eastlake, Chairman of Milton-on-Stour Village Committee, gave a short presentation regarding the colour scheme of the proposed temporary building at Neal’s Yard in Gillingham.

501.  Apologies:
Cllr S Joyce (on holiday), Cllr R Monksummers (attending another meeting),



and Cllr Mrs J Robson (family commitments).
502.  To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 14th June 2010 and the interim meeting

held on the 28th  June 2010.

Proposed by Cllr Mrs Beckley, seconded by Cllr Lodge, and agreed by all voting members, that the minutes of the meetings held on 14th June 2010, and 28th June 2010, should be approved. 

503.  Questions - There were no questions. 

504.   Declarations of Interest:  
 

Cllr Mrs Beckley declared a personal interest in Planning Application 2/2010/0608/PLNG. 

Cllr Millichamp declared a personal interest in Planning Application 2/2010/0614/PLNG.

505.
Decisions from NDDC:-

a.    2/2010/0416/PLNG – Land between Layton and No. 4 Buckingham Road, Gillingham – Erect 1 No. dwelling with pedestrian access. Erect low brick wall with railings to the front of the dwelling – GRANTED

Cllr F Evill stated “I am not surprised at this outcome”


b.

2/2010/0422/PLNG – 5 Fairey Crescent, Gillingham – Erect first floor side extension - GRANTED
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506.   To receive a response from Robert de Ferry Foster, Planning Officer, North Dorset District  

Council regarding the town council’s response to the following application:



Application No:      2/2010/0535/PLNG


Location:


Neals Yard Remedies Ltd, Peacemarsh Road, Gillingham



Proposal:


Discharge of Condition No 3 – 2/2010/0239

The Chairman informed members that the colours, RAL1015 light ivory, RAL7035 light grey and RAL6025 fern green, as well as the standard white, are the available colours for the wall panels of the proposed temporary warehouse. 

Cllr Dann stated “It is important that we take note of the comments made by the members of the public. The colour needs to blend in with the area.”

Cllr Millichamp stated “The residents of Milton-on-Stour, Peacemarsh and Lodbourne have had great concerns over the colour and shape of the present building, however, the current building has been designed in this way for a purpose. Personally, I would like to see the proposed new building constructed of the same materials as the existing building, however, it is important that we reach a unified decision.”

Cllr Lodge expressed his disappointment in the range of available colours, stating “personally I don’t like any of the available colours, however, I would prefer green as this will blend in with the surrounding countryside” 

Cllr Mrs Beckley stated “As a resident of Peacemarsh, I would like to see a natural, light colour, similar to the colour of the wood on the existing building. I feel green is too strong”

Cllr F Evill proposed, ‘the colour of the proposed temporary warehouse at Neal’s Yard should be RAL6025 fern green’. Cllr Lodge seconded this proposal.

Cllr Mrs Beckley proposed ‘the colour of the proposed temporary warehouse at Neal’s Yard should be RAL7035 light grey.’ Cllr Dann seconded the proposal.

The Chairman took a vote on the amended proposal made by Cllr Mrs Beckley for the colour RAL7035 light grey. Cllr Mrs Beckley and Cllr Dann voted in favour of the colour light grey, Cllr F Evill and Cllr Lodge voted against the proposal and Cllr Millichamp abstained from voting. Therefore, the chairman used his vote stating “although personally I like the colour green, I have taken on board the comments made by the Chairman of the Milton-on-Stour Village committee and other members of the public and will therefore be supporting the proposal for the colour RAL7035 light grey”

NB. North Dorset District Council will now be advised that the preferred colour for the proposed temporary warehouse at Neal’s Yard is RAL7035 light grey.

507. 

Planning Applications:-

a. 2/2010/0633/PLNG – North Dorset Rugby Club, South Street, Gillingham – Change of use from Rugby Club to restaurant (Class A3) and insert 2 No. rooflights.
COMMENTS: Cllr F Evill raised concerns over the lack of information contained within this application stating “there are too many unanswered questions”.

Cllr Dann concurred with Cllr Evill stating “we must make sure conditions are put in place to safeguard the residents in this area.”

Cllr Mrs Beckley stated  “should there be any plans to provide an outside seating area, careful consideration should be given to the drainage, as the area falls within the flood plain”
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507. 

Planning Applications continued:-
Cllr Lodge explained “It is my understanding that a change of use to Class A3 encompasses Class A2 and Class A1, therefore, once Class A3 is granted the building can be used for anything which falls within Class A1, A2 and A3. Whilst I have no major problems with the application, there are several matters which need to be followed up. Any development on the site needs to be subject to approval from the Environment Agency. Any proposed flue, or extractor fan, needs to be subject to approval by the Environmental Health Officer, especially with regards to noise and smell. If a proposal is made for an extractor chimney on the building this should also be subject to approval by the Conservation Officer, as the building sits within the conservation area. I believe that there is a badger set in the area and so an Environmental Impact Assessment should be submitted to the Case Officer prior to any decision being made. I would also like to see a DDA (Disability Discrimination Act) report”

Cllr Mrs Beckley agreed with Cllr Lodge stating “the applicant has not decided whether the building will be a restaurant or offices, and so, consequently, there is no mention of a flue. Waste needs to be carefully disposed of as there is a risk of rats and badgers being attracted to the area if this is not done correctly.”

The comments made by Mrs Sarah Snook were also taken into consideration. 

When put to the vote, all members, with the exception of Cllr F Evill, supported the application subject to the following conditions:

· Any development on the site should be subject to approval by the Environment Agency.

· Any development should be subject to approval by the Conservation Officer.

· Any flue or extractor fan should be subject to approval by the Environmental Health Officer.

· An Environmental Impact Assessment should be submitted with consideration made to the badger set.

· Any development should comply with the Disability Discrimination Act.

· Screening should be put in place to protect the children attending the adjoining kindergarten.

· Any windows facing the kindergarten should be opaque.
Cllr F Evill voted against the application.
b. 2/2010/0609/PLNG – 34 Lockwood Terrace, Gillingham – Erect 1 No. two storey extension, 1 No. single storey extension and porch.

COMMENTS: All members supported this application.
c. 2/2010/0608/PLNG – The Cottage, Turners Lane, Gillingham – Erect single storey extension (demolish existing single storey extension)

COMMENTS: All members supported this application.
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507. Planning Applications continued:-
d. 2/2010/0614/PLNG – Unit 8, Brickfields Industrial Estate, Gillingham – Change of use of general industrial building for waste sorting, expansion of existing waste transfer station and establishment of skip business.

COMMENTS: The Chairman informed members that in 2005 planning permission was granted for a waste transfer site and further permission has been granted on the adjoining site in connection with a soil screening unit. The proposal is to extend the operation to provide a waste transfer station and sorting provision within the existing building.

Cllr Lodge stated “there is a good planning statement included within the application and I would like to see this incorporated into any conditions”

Cllr F Evil stated “the site is in the right location but needs to be closely monitored.”

Cllr Griffin confirmed that no other processing beyond hand sorting will take place.

When put to the vote all members supported the application.

e. 2/2010/0645/PLNG – Langham House, Langham Lane, Gillingham – Form all weather riding arena enclosed with a 1.2m high post and rail fence.

COMMENTS: All members supported this application.

f.

2/2010/0644/PLNG – 6 Mulberry Close, Gillingham – Modification of Section 106 Agreement dated 26th June 2000 (subsequently modified) relating in part to the property now known as 6 Mulberry Close, so that 6 Mulberry Close only is no longer bound by those planning obligations that specifically relate to it as a low cost market dwelling and as such restrict its use and future disposal.
COMMENTS: The Chairman informed members that similar applications have been approved in respect of numbers 3 and 5 Mulbury Close in Gillingham. 

Cllr Lodge explained that the Interim Housing Services Manager, at North Dorset District Council, has confirmed that the Council has not found a buyer for 6 Mulbury Close and therefore has given permission for the property to be sold on the open market. Cllr Lodge stated “The current policy for the provision of affordable housing is not viable and concentration on the provision of affordable housing for rent should be a priority”

Cllr Dann concurred with Cllr Lodge stating “Young people in North Dorset need all the affordable housing we can provide and all avenues need to be explored”

When put to the vote all members voted against the application.

Cllr Dann proposed, and all members agreed, that the application should be referred to the Development Control Committee at North Dorset District Council.

508. 

To receive a report from the Footpath Liaison Officer and make recommendations thereon:-



Cllr Millichamp informed members that the Rights of Way Officer has visited Bowridge Hill and has met with the landowners. The meeting had been very productive and the landowners have agreed to install pedestrian gates along the new fence line opposite Savage Cat and widen the access to the side of the gate at Bowridge Hill.
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509. 

To receive an update on Planning Enforcement issues and make recommendations thereon:-



The Chairman informed members that the Planning Compliance Officer has recently visited the Royal Hotel site and has identified a breach of planning control. He explained that the development has commenced and no pre-commencement conditions have been discharged. The officer will be continuing her investigations. The Chairman stated “The council’s aim is to resolve breaches of planning control by obtaining the co-operation of the landowner, however, should this fail, then an assessment will be made as to the seriousness of the breach and whether formal enforcement action is necessary. With regards to the removal of the hedge, there is no control available under planning legislation and therefore this is a civil matter.”



Cllr Lodge expressed his disappointment with the developer and stated, “If there is a breach of planning control why hasn’t work stopped. I would like an update on this matter.”



The Minute Clerk informed members that investigations were ongoing into the issues at the rear of properties in Blacklawn, and the Enforcement Officer will also be looking into the issues at Bowridge Hill regarding the track.



Cllr Lodge requested an update on the issues surrounding the dentist sign at Peacemarsh.



Cllr Griffin informed members that some of the cars at the property in Fariey Crescent have been removed.

510. 
MATTERS PERTINENT TO THIS MEETING.  Members are advised that inclusion of items are at the Chairman’s discretion and that ‘A Council cannot lawfully decide any matter which is not  specified in the summons (agendas)’.  The Chairman to be advised prior to the commencement of the meeting.

a. The Chairman read the following report received from Trudi Green, Tree Warden for Gillingham:

‘Following a conversation with Cllr Mick Lodge and the concerns expressed regarding the amount of tree surgery proposed for the oak tree at 14 Bryony Gardens which has a Tree Preservation Order on, I am pleased to report that North Dorset District Council Tree Officer has agreed with the tree surgeon for a reduced amount of work to be carried out’.

b. The Chairman informed members that following an assessment by North Dorset District Council’s Acting Tree Officer, regarding the provisional Tree Preservation Order (TPO) made on 12th January 2010, it has been determined that the order should not be confirmed. 

He stated “The Acting Tree Officer at North Dorset District Council has emailed the District Councillors. She has explained that following a review of the area and the trees it contains, she feels it is not clear where any valid or any reasonably foreseeable threat would come from and the absence of any such threat would render the TPO outside of the scope of the regulations. If a threat is missing or absent it will, in effect, render the TPO unenforceable as well as opening up a potential challenge to the High Court”

Cllr Lodge stated “In January of this year Gillingham Town Council requested that the Tree Officer at North Dorset District Council carried out an investigation with a view to placing Tree Preservation Orders on individual trees situated in the area of Wyke Road. At no time, did we ask for an order to be placed on the area as a whole. One of the properties along Wyke Road has applied for planning permission for two houses in the garden and is now on the open market. We are now left with a situation that means there is nothing in place to protect the trees at this property and nothing to stop a potential developer from cutting down these trees in order to develop the site. I disagree with the findings of the Tree Officer”

Cllr Dann asked whether this matter would be followed up. The Minute Clerk reminded members that Gillingham Town Council has also requested that the Conservation Officer revises the Conservation Area to include Wyke Road, and to date, no response has been received from North Dorset District Council. The Chairman said the matter would be followed up and included as an agenda item on the Town Council Development Control Recommendations meeting scheduled for 9th August 2010.

Closure. The meeting closed at 8.27pm

