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GILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

The Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham, Dorset SP8 4QR

Tel: 01747 823588            Email: GillinghamTC@aol.com 

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 

RECOMMENDATIONS COMMITTEE
Minutes of a meeting of the Development Control Recommendations Committee held on the 11th October 2010 commencing at 7.30pm in The Jubilee Room, Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham.

These minutes do not constitute a true record until ratified by Full Council.

Present:
Cllr R Evill (Chairman), Cllr Mrs A Beckley, Cllr C Dann, Cllr F Evill, 


Cllr S Joyce, Cllr M Lodge, Cllr R Monksummers, Cllr Mrs J Robson and 


Cllr D Walsh.

Also present:
One member of the public and one member of the press.
545.  Apologies:
Cllr B Millichamp (delayed due to work commitments)
546. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 13th September 2010 and the interim meeting


held on the 27th  September 2010.

Proposed by Cllr Monksummers, seconded by Cllr Mrs Beckley, and agreed by six voting members, that the minutes of the meetings held on 13th September 2010, and 27th September 2010, should be approved. Cllr Lodge, Cllr Joyce and Cllr Mrs Robson abstained from voting as they were not present at both meetings. 

547.  Questions - There were no questions. 

548.   Declarations of Interest - There were no declarations of interest. 

549.
Decisions from NDDC:-

  a.
2/2010/0724/PLNG – Fern Hill House, Fern Hill, East Stour, Gillingham – Form access and track


from Lox Lane (close existing access to A30) - GRANTED
  b.
 2/2010/0771/PLNG – 3 Higher Field, Common Mead Lane, Gillingham – Erect single storey

extension – GRANTED

  c.
2/2010/0772/PLNG – Poppy Cottage, Pound Lane, Gillingham – Erect single storey and first

          floor extensions, including dormer windows and a 1.8m high brick wall (demolish part of 

          boundary fence)  GRANTED
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549.   Decisions from NDDC - continued:-
d. 2/2010/0813/PLNG – Former St Mary’s Pharmacy, The Square, Gillingham – Change of use 


from former St Mary’s Pharmacy / shop to 2 No. offices on part of ground floor - GRANTED 

   e.  
2/2010/0875/PLNG – 4 Bourne Way, Gillingham – Erect two storey side extension – REFUSED

550. 
Planning Applications:-

   a. 
2/2010/0967/PLNG - 8 Black Lawn, Gillingham - Erect two storey extension.

  
COMMENTS: Cllr Joyce raised concerns over the loss of the garage stating, “I have visited Black 


Lawn and many of the houses have retained their garage and built above. I think the garage 

needs to be retained and I will therefore be voting against this application.”

Cllr Lodge agreed with Cllr Joyce, stating, “The loss of the garage will result in less available parking.”

Cllr Monksummers stated, “Whilst I do hear that point of view, we do not normally object to garages being converted, and, in the present climate, it is not easy for people to move house.”

Cllr Dann asked whether any objections have been received from neighbours. The Chairman informed members that, to date, no objections have been received by Gillingham Town Council.

When put to the vote, five members supported the application. Cllr Joyce, Cllr Lodge and 

Cllr Mrs Robson recommended refusal of the application. 

  b. 
2/2010/0983/PLNG - Thorngrove Lodge, Common Mead Lane, Gillingham - Change of use from residential institution (Class C2) to dwelling (Class C3) 

COMMENTS: All voting members supported this application.

551.
To receive an update from the Gillingham Town Design Statement Steering Group and make recommendations thereon:-


The Chairman informed members that the Community Resource Worker, Ms Bisi Adekenle, will be giving a short presentation on Monday 8th November, prior to the Development Control Recommendation Committee meeting.


Cllr Joyce informed members that Paul Slade, a member of the Steering Group, is in the process of revamping the document, which will shortly go out to public consultation. 
552.  To receive an update from the Gillingham Town Plan Steering Group and make   

recommendations thereon:-     

Cllr Joyce informed members that the next meeting of the Gillingham Town Plan Steering Group will be on Wednesday 13th October at 7.30pm in the Town Hall.  He urged members of the public, especially younger people, to come forward and join the group.  Anyone interested should contact either Tim Rose or the Town Council Offices.

Cllr Monksummers, referred to the bends on the B3081, at Turnpike, and asked how much influence the group will have over transport links. Cllr Joyce stated, “Transport links are one of the areas that the group will be concentrating on”.
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553. To receive an update on Planning Enforcement issues and make recommendations thereon:-  

The chairman informed members that the Planning Enforcement Officer is currently working on fifty- five enforcement cases. He explained that there are various outstanding issues that need to be resolved, with regards to the problems in Fairey Crescent, before the principal solicitor can decide on the best way to proceed.

The Chairman also informed members that the Enforcement Officer has visited the  Marlott Road area to view the Dentist sign and is currently investigating whether the size of the sign is within the legal limits. 

With regards to development on the flood plain at Black Lawn, the Chairman informed members that Enforcement Officers are seeking legal advice.

554. To receive a report from the Footpath Liaison Officer and make recommendations thereon:-

The Chairman informed members that the Town Council have received reports of fly tipping along footpath 42 and this is being dealt with.

Cllr Monksummers asked for an update on the situation regarding the cycleway between Marlott Road and Wavering Lane. Cllr Mrs Robson informed members that the matter is being dealt with by the legal team at North Dorset District Council. 
555.  MATTERS PERTINENT TO THIS MEETING.  Members are advised that inclusion of items is at


  the Chairman’s discretion and that ‘A Council cannot lawfully decide any matter which is not  specified


  in the summons (agendas)’.  The Chairman to be advised prior to the commencement of the meeting


a.
The Chairman informed members that it is hoped that an informal meeting can be held between members of the committee and Kevin Morris, Environment Policy Manager for North Dorset District Council. This will be a site meeting at Wyke to discuss concerns regarding the trees and any members wishing to attend should notify the Minute Clerk.


b.

Cllr Mrs Robson identified that the litter bins in the High Street had not been emptied over the weekend.


   N.B:  Litter bins in zone 1 are only emptied on normal working days.  Arrangements will be 

                made to empty the litter bins on the Sunday following the 2011 carnival parade.

Closure:  The meeting closed at 7.50pm.
