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GILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

The Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham, Dorset SP8 4QR

Tel: 01747 823588            Email: GillinghamTC@aol.com 

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 

RECOMMENDATIONS COMMITTEE

Minutes of a meeting of the Development Control Recommendations Committee held on the 11th April 2011 commencing at 7.30pm in The Jubilee Room, Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham.

These minutes do not constitute a true record until ratified by Full Council.

Present:
Cllr R Evill (Chairman), Cllr Mrs A Beckley, Cllr C Dann, Cllr F Evill, 


Cllr S Joyce, Cllr M Lodge, Cllr B Millichamp, Cllr. Mrs J Robson, 


and Cllr D Walsh. 

Also present:
Four members of the public.
617.  Apologies:
Cllr R Monksummers.
618. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 14th March 2011 and the interim meeting 


  held on the 28th March 2011.

Proposed by Cllr Walsh, seconded by Cllr Mrs Beckley, and agreed by all voting members, that the minutes of the meetings held on 14th March 2011, and 28th March 2011,should be approved.

619.  Questions - There were no questions. 


620.  Declarations of Interest – Cllr Millichamp declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 12, as a 

member of the Gillingham Town Design Statement Steering Group. Cllr Lodge declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 13, as a member of the Gillingham Town Plan Steering Group. Cllr Joyce declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 12, as a member of the Gillingham Town Design Statement Steering Group, and a personal interest in Agenda Item 13, as a member of the Gillingham Town Plan Working Party.

621. 
Decisions from NDDC 

a. 2/2011/0119/PLNG – Unit 5 Town Bridge House, High Street, Gillingham – Change of use from office to 1 No dwelling (Class C3) – GRANTED

b. 2/2011/0146/PLNG – Bainley Hill Farm, Gillingham – Erect 1 No. 26m high, 20kw wind turbine – GRANTED

c. 2/2010/1211/PLNG – Land to the tear of Fairey Crescent, Gillingham – Erect 2 No. dwellings and garages with parking and turning area, form new vehicular and pedestrian access. Form new access and parking for existing property – GRANTED
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621. 
Decisions from NDDC – continued:-


Cllr Walsh gave the following verbatim report:

“We refused this application to build two dwellings in a rear garden on the 6th December but sadly after discussions at District and a site visit our decision was overturned. Personally I was not fooled by the applicant’s claims that these dwellings were being built to house the elderly and infirm only and that they would be bought by signpost housing. This will not happen because Signpost Housing though they would love to, cannot afford to buy them and so they will end up on the open market as the applicant very well knows.

I hope that Sign Post Housing’s legal team will pursue the Stokes Versus Cambridge one third rule in this instance, as they are entitled to one third of the value of the land with planning permission because the applicant is intends using their land which is actually set to three parking spaces used by residents but more importantly by carers to be the access road to the new developments.

I feel that this is a despicable development guided by pure greed, not as the applicant would have us believe out of his care for the elderly and infirm in our community.

The final point that I would like to make is that though the North Dorset District Council Development Control Committee did not refuse this application as we so wished, they did at least attach 12 conditions to the planning permission Point 9 of which reads

“The two dwelling houses hereby approved shall be occupied solely by occupants whom are aged 55 or over otherwise agreed in writing with the Local Planning Authority.”

Reason: To protect the character of the area and the amenity of the occupiers of the existing age restricted dwelling houses within the locality of the site and whom use the shared access driveway in accordance with Policies 1.8 and 2.6 of the North Dorset District Wide Local Plan.

All I ask, no in fact plead with North Dorset District Council is that they actually enforce the 12 conditions that they have placed on it”

Cllr Mrs Beckley referred to the access and raised concerns over the narrow roadway and lack of space for the turning of vehicles.

Cllr Dann concurred with Cllr Walsh stating, “Its alright for North Dorset District Council to place restrictions on this application but how are they going to be enforced. Gillingham Town Council needs to speak up more and make sure that North Dorset District Council does what it intends to do. We need to write to the District Council and ask how these restrictions are going to be enforced.”

d.   

2/2011/0189/PLNG – Winmere, Shaftesbury Road, Gillingham – Erect 1 No. dwelling, create new 

vehicular access and form 1 No. parking space (demolish existing garage / outbuilding and create turning space and parking for Winmere) – REFUSED

e.    
2/2010/0731/PLNG – Land between West Bourton and Whistley Farm, B3081 (Gillingham to 

Wincanton), Silton / Gillingham – Erect 4 No. 120m high wind turbine generators, construction pads, substation, temporary construction compound, information board and modify vehicular access. Application accompanied by an Environmental Statement as required by the Town and Country Planning (Environment Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 1999 – REFUSED

f.  
2/2010/1032/PLNG – Broad Oaks, Wyke Road, Gillingham – Develop the land by the erection of 2

No.dwellings, 1 No detached garage, turning areas and modified vehicle and pedestrian access (demolish existing garage and lean-to) (all matters reserved) – REFUSED

Cllr Walsh stated, “I am very pleased that this has been refused though cynically I await the appeal. I would however like “Thanks” recorded in the minutes to all of the concerned members of our community that gave up their time to oppose this application at Town Level, at District level on a site visit and then once again at District Level to have their final say. They were all amazing and made me feel so proud to be one of the Councillors for this great town.The whole process proved that Localism can work because it is already working in Gillingham.
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622.
Planning Applications:

a. 2/2011/0302/PLNG – 16 King John Road, Gillingham – Erect single storey extension.

COMMENTS: All members supported this application.

b. 2/2011/0313/PLNG – The First Floor Office, Coachmans Corner, The Square, Gillingham – Change of use from office to 1 No. dwelling.

COMMENTS: Cllr Mrs Robson informed members that the office was originally a dwelling and that the application is to revert the flat back to its original use. 

Cllr Lodge raised concerns over the statement made in the application regarding the flood plain stating, “The planning statement contained within the application states that the Environment Agency have confirmed that this property is not in a flood plain, however, it is my understanding that the property is situated within the flood plain. I know it is on the first floor but residents will still need to get out of the building. I would like confirmation from the Environment Agency as to whether or not the property is situated on the flood plain”

When put to the vote, all members supported the application.

c. 2/2011/0340/PLNG – Bay Farm, Bay Lane, Gillingham – Erect garden shed and install 16 solar panels on roof.


COOMENTS: Cllr Dann raised concerns over the size of the proposed shed.

Cllr Joyce stated, “The proposed shed has a brick plinth, and arches, and is tastefully designed to be in keeping with the existing designs in the area.”

When put to the vote, all members, with the exception of Cllr F Evill, supported the application. Cllr F Evill objected to the application.

623. 
North Dorset District Council - Notification of intent to carry out works to trees within a conservation area:


a.

Woolfields Farm, Milton-on-Stour, Gillingham.


T1 – Eucalyptus – Fell


Cllr Lodge stated, “The application states that the reason for felling the tree is that it is of an undesirable shape, and form, and has fungi. I am not happy with the reasons given for felling this tree.”


Cllr Mrs Beckley stated, “I can sympathise with the need to fell this tree. Eucalyptus trees have extensive roots which can be damaging to property.”


Cllr Dann stated, “The need to fell any tree greatly saddens me but what upsets me the most is that there is no record of a replacement tree. Replacing the tree is especially important in this area.”

624. 
North Dorset District Council – Tree Preservation Order application for work to protected trees:

a.
2 Longways, Shaftesbury Road, Gillingham.

T1 – Cedar – Reduce over extended limbs back to secondary limbs (to bring back into shape) Remove major deadwood and crown clean.
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624. 
North Dorset District Council – Tree Preservation Order application for work to protected trees - continued:
Cllr Lodge stated, “This tree needs attention. The limbs are quite long and they look as though they might snap off.”

b. 26 Hawthorne Avenue, Gillingham.

T1, T2, T3 – Hornbeam – Fell to ground level.


Cllr Lodge stated, “I am concerned that no reason is given for felling these trees.”


Cllr Mrs Robson proposed, Cllr Dann seconded and all members agreed that a letter is sent to North Dorset District Council requesting the reasons for felling the trees. 

625. 
To receive an update regarding the proposed Traveller Site at Shaftesbury and to make recommendations thereon:- 


The Chairman referred to the letter received from North Dorset District Council stating, “As you will  have read, on 22nd March 2011, Dorset County Council’s Planning Committee approved the planning application for a temporary ten year planning permission for a Travellers site at Shaftesbury. North Dorset District Council therefore requested that the Homes and Communities Agency (HCA) release the approved grant of £956,856. On 11th April 2011, the District Council’s Cabinet will initially consider the lease of the District Council owned land to the County Council. Cabinet are likely to refer the matter to the Council’s Scrutiny Committee, which will be held after the Elections and Annual Council meeting, before referring the matter back to Cabinet for a decision.”



Cllr F Evill stated, “I am opposed to this site. It is too close to the town and not in the right place.”



Cllr Joyce asked whether the Traveller Site on the B3081 Wincanton Road is a legal site.



Cllr Dann stated, “The site on the Wincanton Road is an utter disgrace. This is a gateway to our town. I have received many complaints from members of the public regarding this site and wish to request that a letter is sent to Dorset County Council asking that some of the grant money is spent on the site in Gillingham”



Cllr Mrs Robson informed members that following concerns of a smell in the area last summer, she had phoned North Dorset District Council and was informed that the District Council provide toilets and toilet chemicals for the site.”



Cllr F Evill stated, “The use of the phrase Traveller’s Site is somewhat of a romantic vision. The truth is that half the vehicles don’t even have wheels. We have to look at this site in the right context and they certainly don’t look as though they will be ‘travelling’ anywhere.”



Members agreed that a letter should be sent to Dorset County Council asking for clarification on its proposals for the Travellers Site, on the B3081 Gillingham to Wincanton Road, when a permanent site becomes available in the north of the county. 

626.
To receive information regarding the introduction of charges by North Dorset District Council for planning advice and to make recommendations thereon:- 


The Chairman informed members that a press release from North Dorset District Council has been circulated for members information. He explained that from 1st April 2011 the District Council introduced charges to help cover the cost of providing the non-statutory service and explained that Planning Officers will no longer provide free, informal advice on the telephone or to visitors to the
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626.
To receive information regarding the introduction of charges by North Dorset District Council for planning advice and to make recommendations thereon - continued:-



District Council’s Offices. Instead, for a fee, advice will be given in writing following a written request using the forms provided.


Cllr Walsh informed members that he had attended a Cabinet Meeting last week and there are outstanding matters that the District Council are currently working to resolve.



Cllr F Evill asked, “At the end of the day, and following advice, paid for by the applicant, if the application is turned down, will the applicant be able to sue the District Council for the advise they have received?”



The Minute Clerk informed members that the Town Council is regularly contacted by members of the public asking for advice, and, in the past have been advised to contact the District Council Planning Department. She explained that recently a member of the public was advised by North Dorset District Council to check the government based planning website called the Planning Portal stating, “Whilst this is an excellent website, not all members of the public have access to a computer.”



Cllr Mrs Robson raised concerns over the charges and asked for a letter to be sent to North Dorset District Council stating that not everyone has access to a computer or to the internet



Cllr Dann stated, “We pay enough through our Council Tax. This is yet another stealth tax. Where will it stop?”



Cllr Dann proposed, Cllr Lodge seconded and Seven members agreed that a letter should be sent to North Dorset District Council objecting to the charges introduced for planning advise. Cllr Mrs Beckley abstained from voting. 

627.

To receive an update on the designation of Wyke, Gillingham as a conservation area and to make recommendations thereon:-



Cllr Walsh informed members that a public consultation will be held in August.

628.
To receive an update from the Gillingham Town Design Statement Steering Group and make recommendations thereon:-


Cllr Millichamp informed members that work is progressing well and the next meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th April 2011. 

629.
To receive an update from the Gillingham Town Plan Steering Group and make recommendations thereon:-     

  

Cllr Joyce informed members that the group is currently working on the questionnaires.
630.  
To receive an update on Planning Enforcement issues and make recommendations thereon:-  

The Chairman informed members that, with regards to the car storage at Fairy Crecent, an appeal has been lodged and statements are due on 6th May 2011.

Cllr Mrs Beckly stated, “The garden still looks pretty awful and there are still quite a lot of cars parked on the road outside the property.”

Cllr Dann stated, “This is taking far too long and, understandably, people are getting angry.”

The Chairman referred to land at the rear of Blacklawn informing members that the site has been inspected by an Enforcement Officer and the requirements under planning legislation have been explained to the owners. They have been asked to restore the land to a condition whereby it does not 
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630.  To receive an update on Planning Enforcement issues and make recommendations thereon- 

continued:-  
breach planning legislation and have been given a time limited of 6 months to do so. If the work is not undertaken by mid September, enforcement action may follow.

Cllr Mrs Robson informed members that she has recently been contacted by a member of the public regarding houses in Shreen Way extending their gardens down to the river.

Cllr Walsh asked as to whether there is any further information available regarding the application for a Certificate of Lawfulness at East Lawn Farm. The Chairman confirmed that there was no further information regarding this application.

Cllr Dann referred to the land adjacent to Swallowfields and asked for clarification over the ownership of the land.

 631.  To receive a report from the Footpath Liaison Officer and make recommendations thereon:-

Cllr Millichamp informed members that he has received a request for dog flaps to be installed in the stiles along footpath 63 at Milton-on-Stour, and informed members that he is in contact with the Rights of Way Officer at Dorset County Council regarding the matter.

Cllr Mrs Robson asked for an update on the situation regarding footpath 73 at Kendalls Field in Milton-on-Stour.

Cllr Millichamp confirmed that, at the present time, there is no further information regarding footpath 73.
632.  
MATTERS PERTINENT TO THIS MEETING.  Members are advised that inclusion of items is


at the Chairman’s discretion and that ‘A Council cannot lawfully decide any matter which is not  



specified in the summons (agendas)’.  The Chairman to be advised prior to the commencement of the



meeting.

a. Cllr Millichamp referred to a recent Country File programme which had highlighted the population of Yeovil in comparison to the number of Supermarkets in the town.

b.   The Chairman informed members that Planning Application 2/2010/0873 (Land to the rear of 

Dorset House, High Street, Gillingham)  will be considered by the Development Control Committee at North Dorset District Council on 12th March 2011.


c.
The Chairman informed members that there will be an Interim Meeting, of the Development Control Recommendations Committee, following the Full Council Meeting on Tuesday 26th April, stating, “This is the last full meeting of the committee before the local elections on 5th May 2011, and I would like to thank members for their contributions over the past four years.”
Closure: The meeting closed at 8.27pm

