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GILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

The Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham, Dorset SP8 4QR

Tel: 01747 823588            Email: GillinghamTC@aol.com 

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 

RECOMMENDATIONS COMMITTEE

Minutes of a meeting of the Development Control Recommendations Committee held on the 14th February 2011 commencing at 7.30pm in The Jubilee Room, Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham.

These minutes do not constitute a true record until ratified by Full Council.

Present:
Cllr R Evill (Chairman), Cllr Mrs A Beckley, Cllr C Dann, Cllr F Evill, 


Cllr S Joyce, Cllr B Millichamp, Cllr R Monksummers


 and Cllr D Walsh.

Also present:
One members of the public.
583.  Apologies:
Cllr Dann, Cllr Lodge, Cllr Monksummers and Cllr. Mrs J Robson.
584. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 10th January 2011 and the interim meeting held on the 24th January 2010.

Proposed by Cllr Mrs Beckley, seconded by Cllr Walsh, and agreed by all voting members, that the minutes of the meetings held on 10th January 2011, and 24th January 2011,should be approved.

585.  Questions - There were no questions. 


586.  Declarations of Interest – Cllr. S Joyce declared a personal interest in Planning Application 2/2011/002/PLNG and a prejudicial interest in Planning Application 2/2011/0047/PLNG. Cllr Mrs A Beckley declared a personal interest in Planning Applications 2/2011/002/PLNG and 2/2011/0047/PLNG., Cllr F Evill, Cllr R Evill, Cllr Millichamp, and Cllr Walsh declared a personal interest in planning application 2/2011/0047/PLNG.

587. Decisions from NDDC:-

a. 2/2010/1184/PLNG - Lawn Farm, Gillingham – Erect two storey extension, convert existing building into accommodation, erect tractor store and garage with studio over – GRANTED

b. 2/2010/1273/PLNG - Whistley Farm, Whistley Lane, Milton-on-Stour, Gillingham – Convert existing farm building into 1 No unit of holiday accommodation – REFUSED

The Chairman informed members of the reasons for refusal, as follows:

The proposals, in involving the establishment of an additional unit of holiday accommodation in the countryside in a relative isolated location at some distance from major settlements and in a location where there are no existing significant tourist or recreational attractions, on a site which is only readily accessible by the private motor car constitutes development which fails to 
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587. 
Decisions from NDDC – continued:-

appropriately meet the principles, objectives and policies of sustainable development. The proposals therefore fail to meet the required criteria in Local Plan Policies 1.1, 1.6, 1.8, 1.33 and 3.29 of the North Dorset District Wide Plan (First Revision).

The proposals, in introducing additional permanent development into the open countryside, with associated parking, inappropriate conversion and building detail, cartilage, likely need and pressure for additional building to accommodate its current use and needs, represents unnecessary loss of its existing character and harm to its appearance and is therefore contrary to Policies 1.6, 1.8, 1.10, 3.29 and 1.33 of the North Dorset District Wide Local Plan (First Revision) and Policy EN.F of the Dorset Structure Plan.

Cllr Walsh expressed his disgust with the decision stating, “This is sheer lunacy. How can this be too rural for tourism? What about the Lake District or The New Forest, are they too rural for tourism? North Dorset District Council are signing a death warrant for tourism in the South West. We need to support such projects, and tourism as a whole, because it can only help our rural economy. It is therefore imperative for the future of Gillingham that we promote this great town’s richness in history and biodiversity. Our town needs to be accepted as an asset to North Dorset that can attract tourists through our beautiful countryside, historical buildings and abundant wildlife, not merely seen as a building site patiently awaiting it’s next housing estate. Let us promote and build upon these great assets rather than build on top of them.”

Cllr Mrs Beckley agreed with Cllr Walsh, stating, “I don’t understand why this application has been refused when similar applications, on other farms, have been approved.  Silton Church, Stourhead and Longlete are all within easy distance. How can small farms survive if they can’t diversify?”

Cllr Joyce stated, “I wish to concur with Cllr Walsh and Cllr Mrs Beckley. The current situation in farming means the applicants have to diversify to survive. Whistley Waters is in close proximity and is clearly sustainable.”

Cllr Millichamp stated, “I agree with all my fellow councillors. This is a conversion, not a new build. I am surprised at this decision.”


c.

2/2010/0429/PLNG Wyndham Farm, Waterloo Lane, Silton, Gillingham – Convert existing barn and erect single storey extension to form self contained annexe with link to main house (demolish existing lean-to and covered yard). - GRANTED
588. 
Planning Applications:-

a.  
2/2011/002/PLNG – Whistley Farm, Whistley Lane, Milton-on-Stour, Gillingham – Erect 2 No. single storey extensions with accommodation over one extension.

COMMENTS:

Cllr Millichamp stated, “All the comments made this evening regarding Planning Application 2/2010/1273/PLNG are relevant to this application. Materials should be compatible and sympathetic with the area.”

When put to the vote, four members supported the application. Cllr F Evill voted against the application.
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b. 2/2011/0047/PLNG – Peacemarsh Farm, Peacemarsh Road, Gillingham – Extension of time to Planning Permission 2/2008/0082 to form vehicular and pedestrian access.

COMMENTS:
Cllr Joyce left the chamber during the discussion of this application.

Cllr Millichamp stated, “This application has previously been considered by Gillingham Town Council, prior to Cllr Joyce becoming a councillor. We supported the application then, and since then, nothing has changed.”

When put to the vote all members supported the application. Cllr Joyce returned to the meeting.

589.
Application for work to protected trees:

a. The Poole House, Wyke Road, Gillingham.



T1 – Eucalyptus – Fell.



The Chairman informed members that the Tree Warden had no objections to this application.

b. Wyke Hall, Wyke, Gillingham.


T1 – Western Red Cedar - staged removal


T4 – Yew – Remove major deadwood

T5 – Yew – Shorten lower lateral branches growing toward the corner of the East House, by approximately 50cm.

T7 – Oak – Crown lift to approximately 3.5m, removing two lower lateral branches.

T8 – Horse Chestnut – Crown lift to approximately 3.5m, removing seven lower lateral branches.

T9 – Yew – Crown lift to approximately 3.5m, removing five lower laterals.

T10 – Sweet Chestnut – Crown lift removing one lower lateral.

The Chairman reminded members that the Western Red Cedar has been the subject of a previous application and following the application, staged removal was recommended. He informed members that the Tree Warden has some general concerns over the amount of work taking place at Wyke Hall and will be keeping a watching brief.

590.
To receive notification of a special meeting of North Dorset District Council Development Control Committee on Tuesday 1st March to discuss the proposed Silton Wind Farm.



The Chairman made the following verbatim report:


‘The long awaited Silton Wind Farm planning application will go before a special meeting of the North Dorset District Council Development Control Committee on Tuesday 1st March at 10.00am. The meeting will be held in the main sports hall at the RiversMeet Community Centre, Hardings Lane, Gillingham because it is expected to attract considerable interest from people who live and work in the Gillingham area. Cllr Bill Batty-Smith, Chairman of the Development Control Committee, said “North Dorset District Council has deliberately allowed extra time prior to hearing this application in order that all pertinent facts can be presented and that members of the public, whether for or against, have adequate time to register their opinions.” Fire regulations will limit the number of people allowed into the hall and there will be seating for only 280 people so anyone wishing to attend is advised to arrive in good time. However, parking  at the RiversMeet centre is also limited so they should be prepared to park in the town and then walk to the centre. The planning officer’s report, which will present the application to the Development Control Committee, is expected to be published by Tuesday 15 February. It will be made available on the www.dorsetforyou.com website. This will be the opening report at the meeting followed by comments from statutory bodies such as the Highways Agency and the Environment Agency. Representatives will be made by local Parish Councils and Gillingham Town Council before a longer presentation from the Save Our Silton Group. Members of the public and other interested parties 
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590. continued:-



wishing to speak at the meeting must inform the Democratic Services Office at North Dorset District Council by 4pm on Friday 25th February. This can be done by ringing 01258 484370. Only those people who have already written to the council either supporting, or opposing, the application will be permitted to speak. The applicant Ecotricity, will be given 20 minutes to present their case after these representations.’



The Chairman informed members that he had hoped to attend the meeting, however, regrettably, this will not be possible due to work commitments. He explained that Cllr Walsh has offered to attend on behalf of Gillingham Town Council and will be putting forward the recommendations of the council.



Cllr Joyce tended his apologies and informed members that unfortunately he will be unable to attend.

591.

To receive an update on the designation of Wyke, Gillingham as a conservation area and to make recommendations thereon:-



The Chairman informed members that the tree evaluation report for Wyke has now been completed and was presented to North Dorset District Council on Friday 11th February 2011. Each tree was assessed and given a score. The Chairman explained that 31 trees scored 16+ and definitely merit a TPO, 15 trees scored 12 – 15 and are TPO defensible, 1 tree scored 9 and does not merit  a TPO, 1 tree scored 6 and is TPO indefensible.



Cllr Walsh thanked everyone who contributed towards the document.



The Chairman informed members that the document will form part of the evidence in the application to designate Wyke as a conservation area.

592.
To receive an update from the Gillingham Town Design Statement Steering Group and make recommendations thereon:-


Cllr Millichamp informed members that the Steering Group had met on 1st February and will be meeting again on 24th February 2011. He explained that maps are being produced and work is in progress. The District Council are happy with the work and are of the opinion that a further consultation will not be necessary. However, the group have decided to hold another consultation with members of the public.

593.
To receive an update from the Gillingham Town Plan Steering Group and make recommendations thereon:-     

  

Cllr Joyce informed members that the next meeting of the Gillingham Town Plan Steering Group will be held on Wednesday 16th February. The group are currently working on the format of a questionnaire which will be sent to local organisations, clubs, societies and individuals.

594.  
To receive an update on Planning Enforcement issues and make recommendations thereon:-  

 
The Chairman informed members that the Enforcement Officer is currently working with the legal   

 
department at North Dorset District Council regarding the matter of cars being stored and sold from a  

 
private house in Fairey Crescent. Cllr Stewart has held several meetings with the enforcement officer 


and is representing concerned members of the public.

595. 
To receive a report from the Footpath Liaison Officer and make recommendations thereon:-

Mr Braithwaite outlined the problems he currently faced as the owner of Kendalls Field at Milton-on-Stour. He explained that the field is situated adjacent to Neals Yard Remedies and has a public right of way diagonally crossing the field. There is currently a way marker showing the position of the footpath but members of the public rarely stick to the designated footpath and have cut through hedges and fences in several places. He informed members that a site meeting had been held on 25th January 2011 between the Rights of Way Officer,
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595 continued:-

representatives from the definitive mapping team and representatives from the ramblers. The option of a footpath diversion was discussed and it was felt that this would be too costly with no guarantee of success. Mr Braithwaite asked members for help in finding a solution and reaching a satisfactory conclusion.

Cllr Millichamp informed members that he had attended the meeting and although the footpath was clearly signposted, members of the public are ignoring the line of the footpath and unknowingly trespassing. Cllr Millichamp asked members for their help in identifying a solution to this problem.

Mr Light suggested that a map could be displayed at both ends of the footpath. The notice to incorporate a notice asking the public to keep to the footpath,  with a warning about trespassing.

Cllr Mrs Beckley informed members that horses and sheep are often kept in the adjoining field and that members of the public have a duty to keep their dogs under control.

Cllr Joyce stated, “Additional signs are a good idea but we have tried this in the past at Lydfords Lane and, unfortunately, these signs were torn down.”

Following a short discussion, it was agreed that this matter would be discussed again at the next meeting of the Development Control Committee.

596.  
MATTERS PERTINENT TO THIS MEETING.  Members are advised that inclusion of items is at


 
the Chairman’s discretion and that ‘A Council cannot lawfully decide any matter which is not  



specified in the summons (agendas)’.  The Chairman to be advised prior to the commencement of the



meeting

a. The Chairman informed members that the following planning applications will be considered by the Development Control Committee at North Dorset District Council on 15 February 2011. Cllr Walsh, Cllr Joyce and several members of the public will be in attendance:
2/2010/1032/PLNG – Broad Oaks, Wyke Road, Gillingham.

2/2010/1211/PLNG -  Land to the rear of Fairey Crescent, Gillingham.

b. The Chairman informed members that Gillingham is one of the historic towns studied as part of the Dorset Historic Towns Project. A draft report on Gillingham for the Town Council’s information and comment is available on request from the Town Council reception desk and will be included as an item on the agenda for the next meeting of the Development Control Recommendations Committee.

c. The Chairman informed members that a new Tree Preservation Order has been made at Land at Cherry Ash, Shaftesbury Road, Gillingham. The order is currently provisional and NDDC will have six months from the date of the order, in which to decide whether the order is to be confirmed or not. All representations, or valid objections, regarding the order, received within the 28 day notice period, will be considered prior to any decision being made. If objections are not resolved within a reasonable timeframe then ay decision on whether to confirm the order will be taken by a NDDC council committee. In the absence of any objections the order will be confirmed, with or without modification, under powers delegated to the Policy Manager of Environment.

Closure: - The meeting terminated at 8.15pm. 

