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GILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

The Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham, Dorset SP8 4QR

Tel: 01747 823588            Email: GillinghamTC@aol.com 

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 

RECOMMENDATIONS COMMITTEE

Minutes of a meeting of the Development Control Recommendations Committee held on the 14th November 2011 commencing at 7.30pm in The Jubilee Room, Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham.

These minutes do not constitute a true record until ratified by Full Council.

Present:
Cllr R Evill (Chairman), Cllr S Joyce, Cllr Mrs A Beckley, Cllr Mrs C Cornelius, Cllr C Dann, Cllr A Frith, Cllr Ms L Phillips and Cllr Mrs B Ridout.

Also present:
Cllr D Walsh (non-member), Mr B Millichamp (Footpath Liaison Officer) and four members of the public.
Prior to the start of the meeting, Mr W Light addressed the committee. He referred to the recent planning 
permission given to the wind turbine at Bainley Hill Farm and asked whether records are available

for recent accidents in the area of Woodhouse Cross on the B3081.
79.
Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs Robson and Cllr Lodge.
80.  To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 10th October 2011 and the interim meeting held on the 24th October 2011.

Proposed by Cllr Mrs Beckley, seconded by Cllr Ms Phillips, and agreed by all members, that the minutes of the meetings held on 10th October 2011 and 24th October 2011 be approved. 

81.  Questions: There were no questions.
82.   Declarations of Interest  
 -  
Councillors are reminded of their obligation to declare personal 




and prejudicial interests in accordance with the Code of Conduct of the Standards Board for England.

Cllr Joyce declared a personal interest in the following Planning Applications: 
2/2011/1227/PLNG, 2/2011/1249/PLNG, 2/2011/1219/PLNG and 2/2011/1270/PLNG.
Cllr Mrs Ridout declared a personal interest in the following Planning Applications: 

2/2011/1087/PLNG and 2/2011/1219/PLNG.

Cllr Mrs Beckley declared a personal interest in the following Planning Applications:

2/2011/1249/PLNG and 2/2011/1270/PLNG.
Cllr Ms Phillips declared a personal interest in Planning Application 2/2011/1249/PLNG.
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Development Control Recommendations Committee – Minutes – 14th November 2011 - continued:-

83.   Decisions from NDDC:-

a.     2/2011/0955/PLNG – 5 White House Court, Tomlins Lane, Gillingham – Erect Conservatory – GRANTED
b. 
2/2011/1023/PLNG – The Old House, Milton-on-Stour, Gillingham – Remove existing fireplace and replace with stone fireplace, carry out associated works. – GRANT OF LISTED BUILDING CONSENT

c. 
2/2011/0956/PLNG – The Old House, Milton-on-Stour, Gillingham – Remove window on west elevation and install French Windows. Remove existing rooflight and replace on west roof slope of the Coach House and carry out internal and external alterations in association with this – GRANT OF LISTED BUILDING CONSENT
d.  
2/2011/0709/PLNG – Land at St (e)379900 (n)129809, Slodbrook Lane, Milton-on-Stour, Gillingham – Continue to use land for 4 No. Stables and 4 No. storage sheds – GRANTED
e. 2/2011/1025/PLNG – Whistley Farm Cottage, Whistley Lane, Milton-on-Stour, Gillingham – Erect two storey extension and detached double garage – GRANTED
f. 2/2011/0998/PLNG – Park Farm, Gillingham – Install solar PV array on barn roofs – GRANTED
g. 2/2011/1051/PLNG – 12, Primrose Close, Gillingham – Erect single storey extension – GRANTED
h. 2/2010/0873/PLNG – Rear of Dorset House, High Street, Gillingham – Erect 5 No. apartments and form 6 No. car parking spaces and 5 No. cycle spaces - GRANTED


f.

2/2011/1127/PLNG – Shrublands Farm, Shaftesbury – Change of use from temporary Class B8 to Permanent Class B8 – GRANTED



Cllr Mrs Cornelius raised concerns over the permission given for the development of the land to the rear of Dorset House.



The Chairman reminded members that the application for Dorset House was considered by the committee on 13th September 2010 and members had recommended refusal.




NB: Planning Application 2/2010/0873/PLNG was put before members of The Development Control Committee at North Dorset District Council on 28th April 2011. District Councillors agreed to approve the application subject to a Section 106 agreement. This agreement has only just been finalised. 

84.    Planning Applications:-
a. 2/2011/1087/PLNG (Revised Plan) – Thorngrove Lodge, Common Mead Lane, Gillingham – Erect detached garage / store / studio, form additional vehicular and pedestrian access.
COMMENTS:
Cllr Frith reiterated his concerns regarding the proposed access from the main road. He referred to the proposed garage, stating, “I still have concerns that this may become a separate dwelling in the future”.
Cllr Mrs Ridout felt that the revised plan addressed all the previous concerns. 

Cllr Joyce stated, “The site visit was beneficial and I understand the reasoning behind the proposed access, however, I am still concerned over its positioning as there is a ‘snake’ in the road at this point”.
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Development Control Recommendations Committee – Minutes – 14th November 2011 - continued:-

84.    Planning Applications - continued:-
Cllr Dann raised concerns over the proposed access and asked whether a report had been received from the Highways Authority.

When put to the vote, five members supported the application subject to approval by the Highways Authority and Conservation Officer.
Cllr Frith and Cllr Dann recommended refusal of the application.
b. 2/2011/1216/PLNG – 3 Higher Field, Common Mead Lane, Gillingham – Form 1 No. dormer window. 
COMMENTS:
All members supported this application.
c. 2/2011/1213/PLNG – Gillingham School, Hardings Lane, Gillingham – Retention of double temporary classroom. Previous reference 2/2006/0902
COMMENTS:
Members expressed their disappointment that the funding is not available to provide permanent accommodation.

Cllr Dann stated, “It is a disgrace that our children have to go to school in temporary buildings, and it is not fair on the staff”.

Cllr Mrs Cornelius informed members that her daughter used the temporary buildings on a regular basis, stating, “My daughter finds them warm and comfortable and the children are happy to use them”.
Cllr Frith asked, “What time span is temporary?”
The Chairman informed members that the temporary classroom was provided in August 2001 to accommodate a rise in pupil numbers, and planning permission for its retention was granted in 2006.
When put to the vote, six members supported the application.

Cllr Dann recommended refusal of the application.

d. 2/2011/1227/PLNG – 1, Post Office Cottages, Post Office Road, Milton-on-Stour, Gillingham – Erect two storey extension.
COMMENTS:
Cllr Joyce stated, “I have no problems with this application, but would prefer the west side of the proposed extension to be constructed of natural stone, as the property lies within the Conservation Area”.
Six members recommended approval of this application.

Cllr Joyce abstained from voting having previously declared a personal interest.
e. 2/2011/1211/PLNG – Yew Trees, Milton-on-Stour, Gillingham – Erect single storey extension on rear.
COMMENTS:
Cllr Joyce stated, “This is a sizable extension but it won’t detract from the existing house and the proposed materials will match”.

All members supported the application.
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Development Control Recommendations Committee – Minutes – 14th November 2011 - continued:-

84.    Planning Applications - continued:-
f. 2/2011/1249/PLNG – St Anthony’s, Newbury, Gillingham – Erect two storey rear extension (demolish existing).
COMMENTS:
Cllr Mrs Phillips stated, “The proposal is a great improvement and will enhance the property”.
All members supported the application.
g. 2/2011/1219/PLNG – Summer House, Wavering Lane West, Gillingham – Erect 1 No. single storey extension.
COMMENTS:
Cllr Mrs Beckley referred to the roof, stating, “The existing roof tiles are small plain clay tiles and it is proposed to use grey fibreglass tiles on the extension. We need to make sure that the new roof tiles match the existing ones”
Cllr Frith concurred with Cllr Mrs Beckley, stating, “It is proposed to use oak boarding on the front elevation and this is not in keeping”.

Cllr Mrs Ridout agreed with Cllr Frith, stating, “I am not keen about the block of 3m x 3m horizontal oak boarding on the front elevation. It is above the eaves height of the double garage and is not at all in keeping with the character of the existing. In my opinion, it would be better constructed in brick, in keeping with the existing, and possibly incorporating some sort of ‘feature’ to lessen the impact.  Otherwise, it would still require screening by use of vegetation to reduce the visual impact of 9sqm of brick, albeit being set back 5m from the front of the dwelling”.

When put to the vote, Cllr Ms Phillips, Cllr Mrs Cornelius and Cllr Mrs Beckly supported the application. 
Cllr Mrs Ridout, Cllr Frith and Cllr Dann recommended refusal of the application. 
Cllr Joyce abstained from voting having previously declared a personal interest. 
The Chairman had the final vote and decided to recommend refusal of the application as the proposed design and materials are out of keeping with the existing building.

h. 2/2011/1245/PLNG – Nettlestead, Gillingham – Erect 1 No. replacement dwelling (demolish existing house).
COMMENTS:
Cllr Dann stated, “I have been approached by several local residents regarding this application and I am surprised to see that no letters have been received”.

Cllr Mrs Beckley stated, “This application is a big improvement on the previous application, however, concerns have previously been raised over the proposed arrangements for the disposal of sewerage. I wish to ensure that the neighbours are happy with the arrangements before any permission is granted”.
Cllr Mrs Ridout agreed with Cllr Mrs Beckley and informed members that the drawing relating to the proposed sewage drainage was omitted from the set of plans. She suggested that a condition be imposed before permission is granted.
When put to the vote, six members supported the application subject to an agreement by the residents of all neighbouring properties regarding the drainage of sewerage. 

Cllr Mrs Phillips recommended refusal of the application.
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Development Control Recommendations Committee – Minutes – 14th November 2011 - continued:-

84.    Planning Applications - continued:-
i. 2/2011/1264/PLNG – 7 – 9, High Street, Gillingham – Change of use from Class A2 to a Restaurant (Class A3)
COMMENTS:
Members raised concerns regarding the deterioration of the building.
The Chairman reminded members, that following public concern, the issues regarding the state of the buildings have previously been discussed by the committee.

The Chairman invited Cllr Walsh to speak.

Cllr Walsh informed members that the property is included in the directory of buildings at risk held by North Dorset District Council and the District Council are keeping a close watch on the area.

When put to the vote all members recommended approval of the application.

j. 2/2011/1270/PLNG – Savage Cat Farm Ltd, Bay Road, Gillingham – Erect storage barn
COMMENTS:
Cllr Mrs Ridout stated, “This is the 6th planning application for this property listed on the Dorsetforyou website and the applicant is fully aware of planning law, yet still goes ahead with erecting such a building in the hope of getting away with it. It’s about time that retrospective applications are dealt with by a substantially increased fee, come on Mr Pickles deliver on your promises”.

When put to the vote, four members recommended approval. Cllr Dann and Cllr Mrs Cornelius recommended refusal. Cllr Joyce abstained from voting having previously declared a personal interest.
85.
To receive an update on the designation of Wyke, Gillingham as a Conservation Area and to make recommendations thereon:-


The Chairman informed members that a report was made to North Dorset District Council Cabinet on 31st October 2011.

Cllr Mrs Ridout informed members that the revised boundary has been favourably received by the District Council and a revised document will now go to public consultation.

86.  To receive an update on Planning Enforcement issues and to make recommendations thereon:-  


The Chairman informed members that the compliance date for the outstanding issue at Fairey Crescent is 24th November 2011. Cllr Mrs Beckley informed members that there are still a large number of vehicles stored at the property.


Cllr Dann, stated, “Local residents are still very unhappy and progress is too slow. It is not right that one person can cause so much upset to so many people”.

The Chairman reminded members that should they wish to alert the Enforcement Team to an alleged breach the following information will be required:

· The address, location and full description of the alleged breach.
· The name and address of the alleged offender (if known).

· The name, address, telephone number and email address of the complainant (this is protected

   information which is not divulged to others)

· Any other information which may help the investigation.

He advised members that the Dorsetforyou web site contains an email form for people to use: http://www.dorsetforyou.com/media.jsp?media=149993&filetype=pdf 
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Development Control Recommendations Committee – Minutes – 14th November 2011 - continued:-

87.
To receive a report from the Footpath Liaison Officer and to make recommendations thereon:-

The Chairman informed members that Mr Bernard Clark has been appointed as a Volunteer Countryside Ranger for Gillingham. Mr Clark will be looking for volunteers to help with various countryside matters. If anyone is interested in volunteering, he may be contacted via Gillingham Town Hall.

The Chairman invited the Footpath Liaison Officer, Mr Brian Millichamp, to speak. Mr Millichamp, informed members that he has met with the Chairman of The Milton-on-Stour Village Committee regarding footpath matters in and around Milton-on-Stour. 
Cllr Mrs Beckley raised concerns over the cycleway between Wavering Lane and Marlott Road, stating, “This path is still in a dangerous condition. The gate at Wavering Lane is bent and broken and the area looks untidy. The bench on the path at the rear of Neal’s Yard Remedies has still not been replaced. It seems as though this particular bench is a target for vandals. Maybe one of the blue metal benches could replace the existing wooden one”.

NB – Please note that the path referred to is not a definitive footpath.

Cllr Joyce informed members that the Town Design Statement Working Party would like to see a policy in place regarding street furniture and asked for the matter to be discussed at the next available meeting of Full Council.
Cllr Mrs Ridout informed members that she has been in contact with North Dorset District Council regarding a safety rail at Jubilee Walk off of the High Street Car Park.

The Minute Clerk informed members that the Rights of Way Officer has inspected footpath No: 44 off of Hardings Lane following a report of an accident. A report will be made at the next committee meeting.

Cllr Dann expressed his concern, stating “This is a matter of urgency and should be dealt with as soon as possible”.

88.
To receive notification of a Dorset-wide Gypsy and Traveller (including Travelling Showpeople) Site Allocations Joint Development Plan Document Consultation.


The Chairman informed members that North Dorset District Council is involved in the preparation of a plan aimed at increasing the provision of sites for Gypsies and Travellers in the district. He explained that a major consultation exercise will be starting on 18th November to make people aware of this and to give the opportunity for as many people as possible to give their views. The Chairman advised members that 17 possible sites have been identified in North Dorset and details can be found online at http://www.dorsetforyou.com/media.jsp?mediaid=166468&filetype=pdf. An exhibition will be held in The Jubilee Room at Gillingham Town Hall from 10am until 12.30pm on Thursday 8th December 2011.
Cllr Joyce referred to the section contained within the report regarding land at ‘Plantworld’, Milton-on-Stour and informed members that he has discussed the matter with the land owner, stating “In 2007 the land owners registered their land with the District Council as part of The Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment Report (SHLAA). Three weeks ago the land owners were informed that their land has been included within ‘The Dorset-wide Gypsy and Traveller Site Allocations Joint Development Plan Document’. I can confirm that the directors of Plantworld have no intention of releasing their land for this purpose, and are opposed to the provision of a site for Gypsies and Travellers at this location”.

NB -   The Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) referred to by Cllr Joyce, assesses the suitability of sites for housing to establish what land is available for development. It does NOT grant permission for housing and does NOT mean that a site identified in the assessment will be granted planning permission in the future. It is a technical exercise to assess the theoretical potential within North Dorset for housing and helps form future policy on housing development.
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89.  MATTERS PERTINENT TO THIS MEETING.  Members are advised that inclusion of items is at


 the Chairman’s discretion and that ‘A Council cannot lawfully decide any matter which is not  specified


 in the summons (agendas)’.  The Chairman to be advised prior to the commencement of the meeting.

a. The Chairman informed members that an appeal has been lodged with the Planning Inspectorate in respect of North Dorset District Council’s  refusal of the following proposal:

Inspectorate’s Ref:
APP/N1215/A/11/2162307

Appeal by:

Mr and Mrs M & J Hall

Application No:
2/2010/1371/PLNG

Location:

St Matthews Farm, Forest Deer, Gillingham, Dorset, SP8 5QJ

Proposal:
Develop land by the erection of 1 No. dwelling and 1 No. parking space (outline application to determine access)

b. The Chairman informed members that new, provisional Tree Preservation Orders have been made regarding land at Broad Oak, Elmcroft and Fairview House in Wyke Road and at Newbury Gardens, Oakleigh Court and Riley Court in Gillingham . He explained that the orders are currently provisional and North Dorset District Council will have six months, from the date on the orders, in which to decide whether the orders are to be confirmed or not. All representations or valid objections regarding the orders, received within the 28 day notice period, will be considered prior to any decision being made. In the absence of any objections the orders will be confirmed, with or without modification, under the powers delegated to the Policy Manager of Environment. The Chairman advised members that full details are available from the reception desk of Gillingham Town Council.
Closure: The meeting closed at 8.22pm

