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GILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 

RECOMMENDATIONS COMMITTEE

Minutes of an interim meeting of the Development Control Recommendations Committee held on the 28th November 2011 commencing at 8.40pm in The Civic Hall, Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham.

These minutes do not constitute a true record until ratified by Full Council.

Present:
   Cllr R Evill (Chairman), Cllr S Joyce (Deputy Chair), Cllr Mrs A Beckley, 



Cllr Mrs C Cornelius, Cllr Ms L Phillips, Cllr Mrs J Robson, Cllr A Frith, 


Cllr Mrs B Ridout and Cllr M Lodge.

Also present:             Cllr D Griffin (non-member), Cllr D Walsh (non-member), Cllr Mrs S Hunt (non-member) and one member of the public.

89.  To receive apologies for absence.


Apologies were received from Cllr C Dann 
90.  Declarations of Interest.   


Cllr Joyce declared a personal interest in Planning Application 2/2011/1322/PLNG.

Cllr Ms Phillips declared a personal interest in Planning Application 2/2011/1322/PLNG.
91.  Planning Applications:-
a. 2/2011/0936/PLNG – Former Gillingham Rover Car Dealership, Station Road, Gillingham – Erect 5 No. retail units and form 48 No. parking spaces. Alter existing access (amended plans) 
Town Ward

COMMENTS: 

Ward member, Cllr Mrs Robson expressed her support for the regeneration of the disused site.
Ward member, Cllr Mrs Phillips expressed her disappointment that the previous comments or recommendations made by Gillingham Town Council had not been taken into consideration.

Cllr Lodge raised concerns over the proposed colour scheme stating, “It is proposed to use red. This is quite bright and is not in keeping with the surrounding area”. 
Cllr Lodge also expressed his disappointment that the amended plans had not addressed the previous concerns raised by the committee stating, “The size of the units, and the proposed parking arrangements, have not changed. The only amendments I can see are the proposed planting scheme and the colour scheme for units four and five”.
Cllr Mrs Ridout requested clarification regarding the proposal to fell tree T6. Cllr Mrs Ridout recommended that the application should be refused on the issues previously raised by Gillingham Town Council and recommended that should the Case Officer be minded to approve the application, then it should be referred to the Development Control Committee of North Dorset District Council.

Cllr Frith raised concerns over the proposed parking provision stating, “It is proposed to have 48 parking spaces. This includes parking provision for staff and is totally inadequate”.
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Development Control Recommendations Committee – Minutes – 28th November 2011 - continued:-
91.  Planning Applications - continued:-
Cllr Joyce expressed his concerns over the proposed colour scheme and suggested that an alternative brick could be sourced. He referred to the proposed aluminium panels and fascia and raised concerns over the design.

When put to the vote, seven voting members recommended refusal of the application for the following reasons:

· The proposed bricks are not a good enough match to the red Gillingham brick.
· The proposed colour scheme and materials are out of keeping with the area.

· Concerns over the impact the proposal will have on the houses to the north, especially with regards to plant machinery, such as air conditioning units.
· The proposal will be of little benefit to the town, as smaller units will work against the regeneration of the high street.
· Concerns over pedestrian safety.
· The area set aside for waste disposal is inadequate
· The felling of a prominent tree to make way for a bike stand is detrimental to the character of the area.

Cllr Mrs Robson supported the application.

All members, with the exception of Cllr Mrs Robson, agreed, that should the Case Officer be mindful to approve the application, then it should be referred to the Development Control Committee at North Dorset District Council. Cllr Mrs Robson abstained from voting.
b. 2/2011/1309/PLNG – Dunquin, Wyke Road, Gillingham – Erect single storey extension (demolish existing extension) - Wyke Ward
COMMENTS:
All members supported the application and agreed the following points:

· The proposal will enhance and improve the property.

· Neighbour’s amenity will not be affected.

· There is adequate available garden.

c. 2/2011/1326/PLNG – Stock Hill Stud, Langham Lane, Gillingham – Erect solar panels on barns – Rural Ward.
COMMENTS:
Ward member, Cllr Mrs Cornelius, expressed her support for the application.

Cllr Frith raised concerns over the weight of the proposed panels and the possible affect this would have on the structure of the building when combined with a heavy snow fall.

Cllr Mrs Ridout questioned the reliability of the panels as they would be positioned on a West and East elevation rather than facing South. Cllr Lodge informed members that there was no South elevation to the building so this was the only option.

When put to the vote all members supported the application. 
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91.  Planning Applications - continued:-
d. 2/2011/1322/PLNG – Two Counties Farm, Shaftesbury Road, Mere – Change of use of land to station 2 No. static caravans for holiday use, camping area touring caravans and tents. Erect toilet block. – Milton Ward
COMMENTS:
Ward members, Cllr Joyce, expressed his support for diversification within farming.

Cllr Mrs Ridout expressed her support for the promotion of business initiatives which bring tourism to the rural locality. She also supported the replacement of the portacabin, stating, “It makes sense to replace the portacabin with a more suitable, sustainable, building to service the campsite”.

However, Cllr Mrs Ridout suggested that temporary permission could be granted for four years with the option to revert back to how it is, should the fisherman’s holiday enterprise not succeed. She recommended that a condition is enforced restricting the use of the mobile homes and preventing it from being used as permanent accommodation.
Cllr Mrs Ridout informed members that a three bedroom mobile home is already on site and being advertised online. She asked whether the existing mobile home required planning permission or whether it was included within the permitted development, five pitch ruling. Cllr Mrs Ridout explained to members that as part of the camping sites five pitch rule, five pitches or less needs to be certified by the Caravan Club but does not need planning permission. Cllr Mrs Ridout requested that the Enforcement Team are contacted to clarify the situation. 
Cllr Lodge informed members that the site crosses two counties with two caravans in Wiltshire and the toilet block in Dorset. He raised concerns over development in the open countryside and expressed the need for the site to be kept small and unintrusive. 
Cllr Griffin informed members that there is a requirement for the site to be kept up to the standards of the Caravan and Camping Club. He explained that the existing toilet block needs upgrading in order to prevent problems such as freezing pipes. 
When put to the vote all members supported the application subject to the following conditions:

· The mobile homes are strictly for holiday letting and shall not be used for providing permanent accommodation.
· A 28 consecutive days holiday letting rule should be enforced, in that such accommodation shall not be let to any individual or group of individuals for any period, which exceeds 28 consecutive days, and there shall be no return by any such party within a further 28 days, with a register of occupancy for scrutiny by North Dorset District Council following written request at fourteen days notice. This is in accordance with Toursim Policy A and Implementaion Policy D of the Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Structure Plan and Policy 3.30 of the North Dorset District Wide Local Plan (first revision).
e. 2/2011/1327/PLNG – 8 Sorrel Way, Gillingham – Extend boundary wall and insert access gate (remove existing fencing) – Wyke Ward
COMMENTS:
Following a discussion, all members supported the application and agreed the following points:
· This is an improvement on the previous application.

· The continuation of the wall will tidy up the area.

· The proposed materials are in keeping with the area.
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91.  Planning Applications - continued:-
f. 2/2011/1332/PLNG – Talisman Antiques, Wyke Road, Gillingham – Erect single storey extension (Retrospective) – Wyke Ward
COMMENTS:
Following a discussion, all members supported the application and agreed the following points:

· The extension has been built on the footprint of the original extension.
· The extension is sustainable.

· The extension does not affect neighbour’s amenity.

Members agreed that there should be an increased fee for retrospective planning applications, however, in this particular case, members sympathised with the applicant 
g. Notification of intent to carry out works to tree(s) within a Conservation Area:

1 Longways, Shaftesbury Road, Gillingham.

T1 – Norway Maple – Fell
The Tree Warden, Cllr Mrs Ridout, informed members that the Tree Officer at North Dorset District Council, has confirmed that the tree has been dying and it is appropriate for the tree to be felled. Cllr Mrs Ridout informed members that the applicants have stated that they do not wish to replace the tree. The possibility of enforcing the replanting of another tree such as a Field Maple has been discussed by Cllr Mrs Ridout, Gillingham Tree Warden, and The North Dorset Tree Officer.
Closure: The meeting closed at 9.10pm
