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GILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 

RECOMMENDATIONS COMMITTEE

Minutes of an interim meeting of the Development Control Recommendations Committee held on the 23rd January 2012 commencing at 8.00pm in The Civic Hall, Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham.

These minutes do not constitute a true record until ratified by Full Council.

Present:
   Cllr R Evill (Chairman), Cllr S Joyce (Deputy Chair), Cllr Mrs A Beckley, 



Cllr Ms Phillips, Cllr Mrs J Robson, Cllr Mrs B Ridout and Cllr M Lodge.

Also present:             Cllr D Walsh, Cllr A Shaw and four members of the public.

110.  To receive apologies for absence.

Apologies were received from Cllr C Dann and Cllr A Frith.
111. Declarations of Interest.   

 
  There were no declarations of interest.
112.  Planning Applications:-

a. 2/2011/1494/PLNG – 8 Cypress Way, Gillingham – Erect 1 No. 1.5 storey extension (demolish existing conservatory).
COMMENTS:

The Chairman informed members that a letter of objection has been received.

Cllr Ms Phillips raised concerns over the size of the plot, stating, “This proposal is too much in such a small space and will impinge on the neighbouring properties”.
Cllr Mrs Ridout agreed with Cllr Ms Phillips, stating, “Whilst I understand the need to expand, terraced dwellings are not ideal for piecemeal extensions, especially those over one storey. This is one of a terrace of six and can be viewed from the highway”.
Cllr Mrs Ridout explained that the application is the same as that approved in the certificate of development in September 2011, except that the height of the eaves has been increased by .6m to 3.6m to allow for extra headroom in the bedroom to accord with building regulations. Cllr Mrs Ridout stated “We have to establish how this affects the amenity of the adjacent dwelling. I wish to recommend refusal of the application as the development is out of scale with the surrounding dwellings and will adversely impact on the amenity of adjacent dwellings. It is south facing and will cast considerable shadow over number seven for at least half of the day. The application is also contrary to policy 2.11 and 1.8 of the North Dorset Local Plan”.
When put to the vote, five members recommended refusal of the application for the following reasons:

· The proposal will result in a development of cramped appearance.

· The proposed development is out of scale with the surrounding dwellings and will adversely impact on the amenity of adjacent dwellings.
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112.  Planning Applications - continued:-

· Loss of light to the adjoining property.

· The application is contrary to policy 2.11 of the North Dorset District Wide Local Plan 2003 and does not comply with the standard assessment criteria of Policy 1.8.
Cllr Mrs Robson abstained from voting as she had not had the opportunity to view the plans.

All members agreed that should the Case Officer be mindful to approve the application, then it should be referred to the Development Control Committee at North Dorset District Council.

Cllr Ms Phillips, Cllr Lodge and Cllr Mrs Ridout offered to represent the Town Council if the application is put before North Dorset District Council’s Development Control Committee.

Closure: The meeting closed at 8.06pm
