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Development Control Recommendations Committee – Minutes – 9th January 2012 - continued:-
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GILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

The Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham, Dorset SP8 4QR

Tel: 01747 823588            Email: GillinghamTC@aol.com 

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 

RECOMMENDATIONS COMMITTEE

Minutes of a meeting of the Development Control Recommendations Committee held on the 9th January 2012 commencing at 7.30pm in The Jubilee Room, Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham.

These minutes do not constitute a true record until ratified by Full Council.

Present:
Cllr R Evill (Chairman), Cllr S Joyce (Deputy Chair),
                          Cllr Mrs A Beckley, Cllr Ms Phillips, Cllr Mrs J Robson,

Cllr Mrs B Ridout and Cllr M Lodge.

Also present:    Cllr D Walsh and four members of the public.
Apologies:
Cllr Mrs C Cornelius, Cllr C Dann and Cllr A Frith.
96. To approve the minutes of the meetings held on 28th November 2011 and 19TH December 2011.
Proposed by Cllr Mrs Robson seconded by Cllr Ms Phillips and agreed by five voting members that the minutes of the meetings held on the 28th November 2011 and 19th December 2011 should be approved as a correct record. Cllr Lodge abstained from voting as he was not present at the meeting held on 19th December.
97.   Questions – There were no questions.
98.   Declarations of Interest   -  
Councillors are reminded of their obligation to declare personal and 


prejudicial interests in accordance with the Code of Conduct of the 



Standards Board for England.

Cllr Lodge informed members that the applicant of Planning Application 2/2011/1433/PLNG is under contract to Gillingham Town Council and, having worked with the applicant, Cllr Lodge declared a personal interested. Cllr Lodge also declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 9a as he is a member of the Town Regeneration Committee. 
Cllr Joyce declared personal interests in Planning Applications 2/2011/1425/PLNG and 2/2011/1470/PLNG as he is known to the applicants.
99.  Decisions from NDDC:-

a.    2/2011/1322/PLNG – Two Counties Farm, Shaftesbury Road, Mere, Warminster – Change of Use of land to station 2 No. static caravans for holiday use, camping area touring caravans and tents. Erect toilet block – REFUSED
99.  Decisions from NDDC - continued:-

b.  
2/2011/1121/PLNG – Shrublands Farm, Shaftesbury – Erect HGV maintenance building, horticulture storage shed, security gate house and polytunnel. Form 3 No. additional parking spaces – GRANTED
c.  
2/2011/1264/PLNG – 7 – 9 High Street, Gillingham – Change of Use from Class A2 to a Restaurant (Class A3) – GRANTED
d.  
2/2011/1270/PLNG – Savage Cat Farm Ltd, Bay Road, Gillingham – Erect storage barn (retrospective) – GRANTED
e.   
2/2011/1245 – Nettlestead, Gillingham – Erect 1 No. replacement dwelling (demolish existing house). – GRANTED
f.  
2/2011/1327/PLNG – 8 Sorrel Way, Gillingham – Extend boundary wall and insert access gate (remove existing fencing) – GRANTED
g.  
2/2011/1326/PLNG – Stock Hill Stud, Langham Lane, Gillingham – Erect solar panels on barns - GRANTED
h.  
2/2011/1309/PLNG – Dunquin, Wyke Road, Gillingham – Erect single storey extension - GRANTED
100.   P
lanning Applications:-
a. 2/2011/1433/PLNG – 19 Thurstin Way, Gillingham – Erect single storey extension, porch and replace door with window.
COMMENTS:
Cllr Joyce stated, “This plan is well thought out and will enhance the property”.
Cllr Mrs Robson raised concerns over loss of privacy to neighbouring properties and asked whether any objections have been received from neighbours. The Chairman confirmed that Gillingham Town Council has received no correspondence regarding this application.
Cllr Mrs Ridout supported the application stating, “This is a tight plot and we must bear in mind adequate family recreational space, however, this is the best position for the extension. The single storey will not affect neighbours amenity and the proposed materials will match”.
When put to the vote, all members supported the application.

b. 2/2011/1425/PLNG – Thistledown Cottage, Wavering Lane West, Gillingham – Erect two storey extension.
COMMENTS: 

Following a debate, Cllr Mrs Beckley, Cllr Lodge and Cllr Ms Phillips supported the application. 
Cllr Joyce, Cllr Mrs Robson, Cllr Mrs Ridout and Cllr Evill recommended refusal of the application for the following reasons:

· The proposed extension encroaches onto the neighbouring boundary of Elm View.
· Loss of hedge row and conifers.

· The proposed materials are not in keeping with the existing cottage. Members would prefer to see stone walls rather than render, to protect the street scene.
It was agreed that should the application be referred to North Dorset District Council Development Control Committee, Cllr Mrs Ridout would represent the views of Gillingham Town Council.
100.   P
lanning Applications - continued:-
c. 2/2011/1457/PLNG – 41 Freame Way, Gillingham – Erect 2.28 metre high fence to north and west boundaries (Fence to west retrospective).
COMMENTS:
All members, with the exception of Cllr Lodge, supported the application.

Cllr Lodge abstained from voting.
d. 2/2011/1470/PLNG – 1 Forest Deer, Gillingham – Erect garage / workshop with playroom / study (demolish existing garage).
COMMENTS:
Cllr Joyce informed members that although the footprint of the proposed garage is larger than the footprint of the existing garage, the proposals will incorporate the existing shed, and, in his opinion, this will enhance the property.

Cllr Mrs Beckley stated, “The proposed garage will look more attractive and will enhance the property. I do, however, have concerns over the future use of the building, and would like a condition imposed to prevent the property being turned into a separate residence”.
Cllr Lodge agreed with Cllr Beckley and raised concerns over the proposed layout of the first floor, stating, “I am particularly concerned that there are no proposals for an escape route from the playroom”.

When put to the vote, four voting members supported the application subject to the following condition:

The garage / workshop / playroom and study shall not be occupied at any time other than for the purposes ancillary to the residential use of the dwelling known as 1 Forest Deer.
Cllr Lodge recommended refusal of the application.

Cllr Joyce abstained from voting.
e.   2/2011/1443/PLNG – The Old House, Milton-on-Stour, Gillingham – Install 2 No. rooflights and   

             partially reopen doorway to form window.
COMMENTS:
Cllr Joyce referred to the proposed installation of the two traditional style roof-lights and raised concerns over the proposed materials. Cllr Joyce expressed his disappointment over the proposal to use black metal framing and felt that this would be out of character with the dormer window. Cllr Joyce recommended that the proposed rooflights should be replaced with dormer windows.
Cllr Mrs Ridout informed members that the windows will not be visible from the front of the house. She raised concerns over Cllr Joyce’s proposal to replace the proposed rooflights with dormer windows as she was concerned that the installation of dormer windows will disturb the conservation of the trusses and the historic fabric of the building.
When put to the vote four members supported the application.

Cllr Joyce and Cllr Lodge recommended refusal of the application.

101.To receive notification of the following appeal decision:

Appeal Ref: APP/N1215/A/11/2160131


39 Bridge Close, Gillingham.


Application No: 2/2011/0162/PLNG


The appeal is dismissed.

102.North Dorset District Council Tree Preservation Order Application for work to protected trees:


a. 
21 Hawthorne Avenue, Gillingham.



T1 – Cherry – Reduce to 10ft



T2 – Acer – Reduce to 8ft



T3 Corkscrew Willow – Fell
Cllr Lodge raised concerns over the paperwork, stating, “The paperwork contained within this application is not clear, the diagram is difficult to read and the reasons listed by the application are not detailed enough”.

Cllr Mrs Ridout informed members that the Cherry and the Acer have had tree works in the past and it is intended to reduce the trees to previous pruning points. Cllr Mrs Ridout advised members that, although the Corkscrew Willow is a significant tree on the landscape, it is not covered under the Tree Protection Order currently in place and therefore the District Council is unable to administer a decision. She explained that although the applicant wishes to fell the Willow there are no details regarding grubbing out of the stump.

Cllr Joyce asked whether photographs of trees could be included with future applications. Cllr Mrs Ridout offered to take photographs of trees where possible.
103.North Dorset District Council – Notification of intent to carry out works to trees within a Conservation Area:
a. Red Lion, High Street, Gillingham


T1 & 2 – Unspecified – Remove branches surrounding telephone line.


Members agreed that the proposed work was necessary, however, work must be kept to a minimum and the shape of the trees must be retained

104. To receive an update on the designation of Wyke, Gillingham as a Conservation Area and to   

 
 make recommendations thereon:-


 There was nothing further to report at this time.
105. To receive an update on Planning Enforcement issues and to make recommendations thereon:-  

  The Clerk informed members that the Planning Enforcement Team have been working hard in   

  Gillingham with various issues being reported by members of the public.
Members agreed that a letter should be written to The Enforcement Officer at North Dorset District Council requesting an update on the situation at Fairey Crescent.

106.Footpath Matters:


a.   Application to divert Bridleway No 43 at Buckhorn Weston.

The Chairman advised members that two letters of objection have been received regarding the proposed diversion. After a lengthy discussion, members unanimously agreed to recommended refusal of the application for the following reasons:

· The proposed new route of BR43 passes through the middle of a field where horses are currently grazing. These horses will be a distraction to riders and will pose a danger to users of the bridleway.
· The proposed new route of BR43 will result in an unacceptable loss of privacy to the occupants of Kendall Bank.
· The proposal will incur unnecessary costs to Dorset County Council.
Members discussed the possibility of upgrading footpath No. 1 to a bridleway. It was proposed by Cllr Lodge, seconded by Cllr Mrs Ridout and unanimously agreed, that Bridleway 43 and Footpath 1 should remain as they are.


b.   To receive a report from the Footpath Liaison Officer and to make recommendations thereon:-

Cllr Mrs Robson informed members that footpath No 84 at Chantry is very uneven under foot and in need of attention. The Chairman asked that a report is sent to the Dorset County Council Rights of Way Officer. 
107.
To receive information from North Dorset District Council regarding the Principal Town 


Reviews and make recommendations thereon:-  

The Chairman advised members that maps have been prepared with input from several agencies. The Principal Town Review process was originally devised for North Dorset and has now been adopted across Dorset and is overseen by the Dorset Joint Asset Management Board. It is hoped that, through co-ordinating and sharing this work, all agencies operating in North Dorset can make informed decisions about the future of services with adequate timescales to plan changes and most importantly to ensure that policy decisions that are made early do not inhibit but instead promote changes. The Chairman informed members that various agencies have already contributed to the preparation of maps for Gillingham, Shaftesbury, Blandford Forum and Sturminster Newton and asked members for any input regarding the map for Gillingham.

Following a lengthy discussion, members agreed that the following properties listed under North Dorset District should be listed under Gillingham Town Council: 

· Land at Campion Close

· Land at Ivy Close

· Land at Sorrel Way

· Land at Somerset Close

· Land at Gyllas Way /Downsview Drive

· Land at Gyllas Way

· Land at Maple Way

Cllr Mrs Robson explained that the old part of Gillingham School, previously know as Gillingham Grammar School, is owned by the Gillingham School Foundation Governors and not Dorset County Council.

Cllr Mrs Beckley referred to Gillingham Registrars Office and advised members that the Registrar is now working from offices owned by Gillingham Town Council and not Dorset County Council as shown on the map.

Members agreed that the health care premises should be listed as The Barn Surgery, Newbury and Peacemarsh Surgery, Marlott Road.
107 – continued:-

Members agreed that premises number 6 should read RiversMeet and not Three Riversmeet. 
Cllr Lodge reminded members that the ‘m’ in RiversMeet should be a capital letter.
Members agreed that clarification should be requested regarding the location of area ‘A’.

108.
To receive information from North Dorset District Council regarding ‘taking forward growth in the towns and villages of North Dorset’ and to make recommendations thereon:-


The Chairman informed members that on 15th November 2011 the Localism Bill received Royal Assent and became an Act giving local communities new rights and powers to prepare neighbourhood plans and neighbourhood development orders. The Act also enables regional plans and their associated housing targets to be abolished. The Chairman explained that these changes, together with the publication of the Draft national Planning Policy Framework has given North Dorset District Council an opportunity to try and develop a more flexible, locally based approach to development in the District, stating, “There is still a need to plan strategically to support economic growth, improve people’s quality of life and protect the natural environment but now there are a number of policy options for growth that give a greater choice at the local level, particularly in Stalbridge and the villages”. He advised members, that in order to help town and parish council members understand the options and enable informed discussion at a local level, a drop in session has been arranged for 18th January 2012 between 2pm and 7pm at the District Council Offices in Blandford. Any members wishing to attend should contact the Town Council Offices.
109. 
MATTERS PERTINENT TO THIS MEETING.  Members are advised that inclusion of items is at the Chairman’s discretion and that ‘A Council cannot lawfully decide any matter which is not  specified in the summons (agendas)’.  The Chairman to be advised prior to the commencement of the meeting.


There were no mattes pertinent.
Closure: The meeting closed at 8.35pm.
