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Full Council Meeting – 25thOctober 2010 – continued:-
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GILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL FULL COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 25th October 2010  in the Civic Hall, Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham commencing at 7.30pm.           

Present:            Cllr Mrs Hunt (Mayor), Cllr D Milsted (Deputy Mayor), 

                            Cllr Mrs Beckley, Cllr Mrs Bell, Cllr Mrs Booton, Cllr. C Dann,

 Cllr R Evill , Cllr F Evill, Cllr D Griffin, Cllr S Joyce, Cllr M Lodge,

                      Cllr B Millichamp, Cllr Mrs Pothecary, Cllr I Stewart and 
                      Cllr D Walsh. 

Also Present:      One member of the Press and three members of the public.   

Apologies:     Cllr Mrs Robson (Unwell) and Cllr R Monksummers (Holiday)     

608. To approve the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on Monday 27th September  

2010. 

Cllr Mrs Booton asked for an amendment to minute 603 substituting the word compliments with complaints.

Cllr Mrs Pothecary   proposed “that subject to the amendment the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on the 27th September 2010 should be approved as a correct record of that meeting”. Cllr                        Stewart seconded and the vote was unanimous. 

609. Questions:- There were no questions.
610. Declarations of Interest:    
Cllr Milsted declared a personal interest in agenda items 5b, 5c, 8 and 9 and confirmed that he would leave the meeting prior to consideration of agenda item 13.
Cllr Stewart declared a personal interest in agenda item 8 and 9.
Cllr Millichamp and Cllr Joyce declared personal interests in agenda item 5d.
Cllr Joyce declared a personal interest in agenda item 5e.
Cllr Lodge declared personal interests in agenda item 5b and 5e.
Cllr Griffin declared a personal interest in agenda item 7b and 12. 

Cllr Mrs Pothecary declared personal interests in agenda item 5b, 8, 9 and 13.
Cllr Mrs Hunt declared a personal interest in agenda item 8, 9 and 13.

611. To receive reports from outside bodies and to make recommendations thereon:-

a. Three Rivers Community Partnership Board of Trustees  - No report presented.
b. Gillingham Leisure and Community Trust Board / Open Spaces  of Trustees 
Cllr Griffin had nothing to report on Open Spaces.

Cllr Lodge presented the following report concerning RiversMeet:-
RiversMeet continues to make progress on all fronts, although we are still experiencing some teething problems. lt is with some sadness that I have to announce that two of our directors have decided to step down. 

We have been actively seeking to build up the number of the board members over the last few months, to give the board a broader knowledge and capacity for the work that lie ahead. This not only includes RiversMeet but for other projects such as open spaces.  
c. The Blackmore Vale Tourism Company Ltd - A report from Cllr Misted was issued with the agenda for the meeting.
d. Town Design Statement Steering Group. 
Cllr Millichamp informed the meeting that the group has met with representatives from NDDC and a further meeting has been arranged for the 2nd November 2010.  Following this meeting a report will be presented to the November meeting of the Full Council.
e. Town Plan Steering Group.
The following report from Cllr Joyce was issued at table. 

You will be pleased to know that even though we have lost two members on the Town Plan due to work commitments & two members who have stepped down temporarily until next year due to other commitments we have fortunately recruited three new members, these being Robert Setchell of the Olive Bowl, and Belinda Ridout a local resident living at Wyke and Bisi Adenkunule our Community Development Officer. I would like to stress however that she is acting as a member of the General Public in Gillingham and not in her role as Community Development Officer, though I know her vast knowledge of Community work etc will be of great benefit to the Steering group. There is also a possibility of two additional members joining the group hopefully in the near future. 

Over the last few meetings we have identified nine key themes that will form part of a comprehensive questionnaire. These are as follows, (in no particular order):

1. Affordable & Sustainable Housing.

2. The Local Economy.

3. Health & Wellbeing.

4. Older People.

5. Access & Transport.

6. Children & Young People.

7. Safer Communities.

8. Sport & Culture.

9. The Local Environment.

We have also identified some of the local groups & organisations who have essential knowledge & expertise and could be actively engaged in devising key sections of the questionnaire based on these themes. I will give the Full Council updates of our meetings on a monthly basis as they progress.
Cllr Joyce read out a long list of voluntary groups and local organisations that will be included in the consultation process.  

611. To receive reports from outside bodies - continued:-

f. DAPTC Towns and Larger Parish Councils meeting held at Dorchester on the 1st October 

    2010
A report from Cllr Mrs Beckley was issued with the agenda for the meeting.
g. DCC presentation to DAPTC Meeting held on 1st October entitled ‘Delivery Through Partnership’ 
A copy of the presentation notes was issued with the agenda for the meeting.
h. Minutes for the Dorset Age Partnership Locality Meeting held at Shaftesbury Town Hall on the 

    5th July 2010. 
A copy of the minutes was issued with the agenda for the meeting.
Cllr Mrs Bell, who represented Gillingham Town Council at the meeting, referred to item 6 Alcohol Harm Reduction Strategy stating “the presentation from Emma Wilson, NHS Dorset, was both interesting and informative especially in relation to a problem within the elderly population where some dementia sufferers cannot remember having had an alcoholic drink to the extent that alcohol becomes a substitute for food”.   
i. Citizens Advice Bureau:-

Cllr Walsh presented the following report:- 
On the 11th October Gillingham Town Council was co-opted onto the Board of Trustees of the North Dorset Citizen’s Advice Bureau as a Member Organisation. This means that there will always be a position at the Trustee level for a Gillingham Town Council representative to have a voice and hopefully forge a symbiotic relationship beneficial to the people of Gillingham and North Dorset.

612. To receive the following Committee reports:

a.    Development Control Recommendations Committee interim meeting dated 27th September 2010, and  

      Development Control Recommendations Committee meeting dated the 11th October 2010. 
Cllr R Evill proposed “that the Development Control Recommendations Committee interim meeting report dated 27th September 2010 and Development Control Recommendations Committee meeting report dated 11th October 2010 should be received and adopted”.  Cllr Joyce seconded and the vote was unanimous.
b.    General Purposes Committee dated  4th  October 2010.
Cllr. Lodge proposed “that the General Purposes Committee report dated the 4th October 2010 should be received and adopted” Cllr Mrs Beckley seconded and the vote was unanimous.

c.    Policy and Resources Committee dated 18th October 2010.
Cllr Stewart  proposed “that the Policy and Resources Committee report dated 18th October 2010 should be received and adopted”  Cllr Walsh seconded and the vote was unanimous.

613. To receive the following Working Party reports and to make recommendations thereon:‑ 

 a. Weekly Market for Gillingham
The Town Clerk informed the meeting that she has emailed the representative of the market organiser for an update and is awaiting a response. 
613. To receive the following Working Party reports and to make recommendations thereon - continued:‑ 

 b. Open Spaces Land Bank Trust
A copy of the following update from Mike Coker the Officer, acting for NDDC with regards to this matter, was issued at table.   

The issue of the footpath at Peacemarsh is linked to a wider dispute that the Council has with the relevant landowner developer.  This has been the subject of complex on-going negotiation and correspondence between the parties' respective legal advisors.  

 The Council is currently reasonably optimistic that the matter may reach a satisfactory conclusion within the next few months.  If so, this should pave the way for a long term solution to the problems relating to the footpath.  If the matter cannot be resolved by agreement in the near future then the Council has already indicated a willingness to pursue litigation, although it could potentially slow any resolution and leave the final outcome uncertain.  

Whilst it has always been the aim to resolve all outstanding issues relating to Peacemarsh promptly, in these current uncertain financial times it is obviously to be hoped that an amicable solution can still be reached; as such, additional time spent at this stage exploring reasonable options is considered time well spent. 

With specific regard to the current state of the footpath, the Council has already highlighted to the owner its concerns regarding issues of health and safety. 
Cllr Lodge stated “there is still no answer to this, nothing is being done. We have been receiving reassurances for months but this matter is still no closer to a resolution”. 

Cllr Milsted stated “the responsibility rests with the developer, not with NDDC, it is not an easy matter to resolve. Legal action will only be taken as a last resort”. 

Cllr Mrs Pothecary stated “I understand the sensitivity with regards to this matter however this path has been in a state of disrepair for far too long. This council needs to stress the urgency of this matter to NDDC”.  
 

614.  To consider the setting up of a Community Services Hub Working Group, to receive  and consider  NDDC /DCC / Police / Town Council  officers proposals, for the future administration of  service provision in  Gillingham, and  present a report containing recommendations to Full Council. 
The Town Clerk informed members that several joint meetings, with representatives from NDDC, DCC, Dorset Police and the Three Rivers Partnership, have taken place. The Town Clerk stated “we now need to set up an internal Working Party, to receive, and consider, proposals from the joint group and produce a report with recommendations to Full Council. 
Cllr Stewart proposed “that the following members and Officers should be appointed to serve on the Working Party - Cllr Mrs Hunt, Cllr Milsted, Cllr Griffin, Cllr Mrs Pothecary, Mr Mark Hebditch (Three Rivers Community Partnership), Town Clerk  and Office Manager”   Cllr Milsted seconded and the vote was unanimous.  
615. To receive copies of correspondence, between Mr Wheatley and NDDC, regarding car parking charges  in NDDC owned car parks in the town, and to make recommendations thereon:-  
Copies of the correspondence was issued with the agenda for the meeting, including the following letter from Mr Wheatley, to Mrs Goodall, NDDC Chief Executive:- 
When I moved to Gillingham in 2000 the Car Park by the town bridge was free, for short and long stay parking, and was nearly always full. Since the District Council put charges on the Car Park it is nearly always almost empty, at most the average number of cars parked there is two to three.

615. To receive copies of correspondence, between Mr Wheatley and NDDC – continued:-
Do you believe that the town and businesses would benefit if free parking were to be reintroduced?

Here are some facts about parking in North Dorset:-

Blandford Town has 495 spaces with 165 free i.e. 33% Free

Gillingham Town has 166 spaces with nil free i.e 0% Free

Shaftesbury Town has 344 spaces with 67 free i.e 19% Free

Sturminster Newton has 116 spaces with 10 free i.e 8% Free

The Car Parks at the Cooperative, Lidl and Waitrose are nearly always full at peak times during the day. High Street parking is always full and the Town Bridge Car Park, 70 spaces in total, is always almost empty! Are we being treated fairly by our District Council?

Would the extra 70 spaces help?

Do you believe that Gillingham, the largest population in North Dorset, is being treated fairly by our District Council?
Car parking Charges will be discussed at a Cabinet Meeting of North Dorset District Council at 2.00pm on Monday 13th  December 2010. When Councillors consider the needs of each town and take into account the views of the Town Councils.

What you can do if you believe that we are not being treated fairly by NDDC is to write to the Chief Executive NDDC and to Gillingham Town Council, addresses below, expressing your views either as an individual or as a company.
The Chairman invited Mr Wheatley to speak prior to consideration of this item. 
Mr Wheatley asked for the support of the Town Council, for his request to NDDC to provide more free parking spaces, to bring Gillingham in line with free space provision as in the other North Dorset Market Towns. 
Cllr Mrs Pothecary thanked Mr Wheatley for bringing this matter to the attention of the Town Council stating “since the closure of the Red Lion car park, for public use, there has been a significant increase in street parking including St Martins Square. The long stay section at the rear of the car park should be made available, for free parking, for those who work in the town centre, with the front short stay section remaining chargeable.  I am surprised the local Chamber of Trade and Commerce has not taken this matter up with NDDC”. 
Cllr Milsted stated “NDDC depends on income from car parking charges to offset its precept. It is now possible to establish the amount of income from individual car parks across the District with the total income comfortably into five figures.   Tudor News closed while there was still free car parking available at the High Street car park. Car parking in the public car parks in Gillingham was chargeable up until 1992/1993 when the charges were removed during the construction of the Town Centre relief road.   Free car parking in the other market towns is not located close to the town centres, if any equivalence is made it is far more likely to be the introduction of charges for spaces that are currently free in the other market towns. NDDC has reduced expenditure by 30% in the last 4.5 years and will have to find a further £100,000 as the result of last weeks announcements. NDDC has the 6th lowest council tax for District Councils nationally. The income from car parks is crucial to keep local services going and the current charging rates are the lowest in Dorset. The problem with free long stay is that short stay users will use it to avoid charges.

Cllr Walsh stated “while there was still free car parking available in the High Street car park when Tudor News closed; the fact is that no alternative retail business has been attracted to these premises, or to the former pharmacy in St Martins Square. We have to ask ourselves what we can do to regenerate this part of the town.  

615. Car parking charges in NDDC owned car parks in the town - continued:-
The High Street car park is an asset that should be used. For most of the time it is nearly empty. If we continue to discourage shoppers then trade will be lost resulting in the loss of retail businesses and the jobs of those employed in these businesses. Retail is being pushed out of town centres and soon there will be no High Street left”.   
Cllr Lodge confirmed his support for Mr Wheatley and the comments from Cllr Walsh, stating “as members of this council we should be looking after the interests of our own local community.”  
Cllr Milsted stated “I am not representing NDDC in this matter but the fact is that all of the public car parks in Gillingham are close to the town centre, and the free parking allocation in the other market towns is located some distance away from the town centres”.

Cllr Walsh proposed “that Gillingham Town Council should write to NDDC in support Mr Wheatley” Cllr Dann seconded and 12 members voted in favour. Cllr Stewart, Cllr Mrs Hunt and Cllr Milsted abstained.  

616. To receive a consultation questionnaire concerning the provision of Gypsy /Traveller sites in Dorset. 
The consultation questionnaire was issued with the agenda for the meeting. 
Members can complete and return direct to the consultants carrying out the survey. 
 617. To receive the Officers monthly report to members and to make recommendations thereon:- 
This report provides members with an update on outstanding matters and also provides the administrative staff with a record of the current situation, and action required, to progress these matters to a satisfactory conclusion.  

The Town Clerk referred to item 1- removal of broken memorial stones from the Garden of Remembrance, confirming that the stones have now been removed except for those with decipherable lettering which have been retained.  
The Town Clerk referred to item 4 - the conversion of the former public conveniences at Chantry Fields, confirming that the contractor has been asked to produce evidence of public liability insurance cover and a risk assessment.  The refurbishment is scheduled to commence on the 1st November 2010.
Cllr Stewart referred to item 3 - land transfer at Lodden Fields, confirming that following the lifting of the restrictive covenants, that in fact have been now found out to be not restrictive in the way that the King John Road residents were told, arrangements are now in place, with the Management Company’s solicitor, to wind up the Management Company and transfer the assets to the Town Council.    
618. Motion:  Proposed by Cllr. C Dann, seconded by Cllr. Mrs J Robson that “The Staff & Salaries           Committee act as the Full Council in making decisions regarding the member of the Horticultural Staff currently on long term sick leave”.
Cllr F Evill questioned the necessity for this motion.
The Town Clerk explained that it had been anticipated that it may have been necessary to make an instant decision at the next meeting of the Committee. Members can ask for this motion to be withdrawn and represented at a future date, if they wish to do so, as there has now been a delay in bringing this matter to a conclusion.    
Cllr Milsted suggested a minor amendment to “The Staff & Salaries Committee may, if it needs to do so, act as the Full Council”, stating “this is an ongoing matter that needs to be dealt with”.
618. Motion - continued:-  
Cllr F Evill confirmed that he would support the motion subject to this amendment. 

Cllr Dann proposed “that the motion should be approved subject to the following amendment ‘The Staff & Salaries Committee may, if it needs to do so, act as the Full Council’, Cllr Mrs Hunt seconded and the vote was unanimous. 
619. To consider the following planning application:- 2/2010/0989/PLNG – 19 Sylvan Way, Gillingham – Erect rear conservatory. 

Members agreed to defer this item until after Matters Pertinent and the receipt of District and County Cllr reports.        

620. To receive in writing matters pertinent to this meeting:- 

    a. Freedom of the Town- Civic Service and Parade.
The Town Clerk thanked the members of the Town Council for bestowing her with the honour of Freedom of the Town. 
Letters and cards have been received from the following-

Manlio Lenarduzzi (Former Head Teacher at Gillingham School),  
John Havill (Chairman Gillingham Community and Leisure Trust Ltd) 

Lieutenant Colonel M F Richardson OBE (Chairman of the Regiment Association of the Devonshire and Dorset Regiment)  

David Wathen (Town Crier)
The Mayor Cllr Mrs Hunt stated that it had been a lovely service and parade and thanked her secretary, Julie Hansford, for the organisation of the Civic Day. 

Cllr Dann paid tribute to the Town Clerk and the Mayor’s secretary for the organisation of the event, stating “Gillingham showed the rest of Dorset how Civic events should be run. On this day I felt proud to be a member of this community. There was a wide spectrum of ages in attendance and the event will be long remembered by visiting Mayors”.
  b. Civic Duties undertaken by the Mayor during the past month as follows:- 

September 28th – Chickerell Civic Day

October 1st Gillingham Carnival Week - concert by the Imperial Silver Band  

October 8th - Weymouth and Portland Civic Day, escorted by Cllr David Walsh. 

October 8th evening - Attended ‘Dew Drop Party’ where local craft items were on sale, accompanied by the Town Clerk. 

October 9th Gillingham Carnival Day - Afternoon and evening processions, escorted by the Mayor’s Cadet.
15th October - Visit by the Chippewa Beavers to the Town Hall. 

17th October - Civic Service and Freedom Parade followed by reception at RiversMeet.
19th October - North Dorset Skills Centre at Shaftesbury - Official opening of the extension to the Centre. 
20th October - Bourton and Gillingham Guides Association - Finale of Centenary Celebrations. 
22nd October - Guided tour of Naomi House and Jacks Place Children’s Hospice near Winchester.
22nd October evening - Annual Dinner of Devon and Dorset Regiment Association.

The Chairman then closed the meeting for receipt of County and District Cllr reports.        

a.  District and County Cllr David Milsted presented the following verbal report:-

“A motion is being considered at the next NDDC meeting objecting to the increase in rateable values for businesses and their impact on Town, and Parish, Councils, with regards to Cemeteries, with a fourfold 
increase in Gillingham and a fivefold increase in Blandford.  This is nothing more than a stealth tax imposed 
a.  District and County Cllr David Milsted presented the following verbal report:-

by central government, as business rates are set by the government, with the income going to central government. And yet local councils have been set targets of a 28% decrease in expenditure over the next three years. This matter is also being discussed at the next full meeting of the County Council. Every school civic building and children’s home is considered to be a business for the purpose of business rates imposition, yet private schools are exempt as they operate as registered charities”.   
Cllr. Milsted also referred to his work on the Dorset Fire Authority and a report being prepared for submission to a government minister following a series of ‘Work-Stream’ meetings which included radical proposals recommending the scrapping of the Regional Ambulance Trusts and the amalgamation of fire and ambulance services.    

b. Cllr. Stewart referred to the NDDC budget workshops which have proved to be very successful in preparing the ground for the annual budget meeting to set the precept, in which last year the outcome was a unanimous vote. Cllr Stewart stated this year the same kind of format will be used. As a result of the forthcoming cuts in public expenditure local government will change beyond all recognition over the next few years and a different approach will be required to setting budgets. Cllr Stewart invited representatives from Town and Parish Councils and Community Partnerships to attend these meetings where they will be encouraged to participate. The dates for these meetings will be announced shortly.     

c. District Cllrs. Mrs Hunt and Mrs Pothecary had nothing to report. 

Public Questions:-
Ms Donna Ford referred to the High Street public car park and previous discussions by the local Chamber of Commerce and Industry on this matter which are recorded in the minutes, stating “every time I walk past the car park it is always nearly empty except for when funeral services or wedding ceremonies are being held at St Mary’s Church”.  
Cllr Milsted restated his previous comments on this matter concerning the provision of free long stay parking and the likely consequences of any loss on income to NDDC.  

Mrs Belinda Ridout confirmed her agreement with the comments from members of the council, speaking in support of the allocation of some free parking spaces in the High Street car park, stating “street parking in Barnaby Mead is obstructing the road, the single yellow lines need to be upgraded to double yellow and extended further up the road”. 

The Chairman then reopened the meeting at 8.50pm for consideration of the following item:- 

619. To consider the following planning application:- 2/2010/0989/PLNG – 19 Sylvan Way, Gillingham – Erect rear conservatory. 
The Chairman advised members that she would be vacating the chair having previously declared an interest as a member of the Development Control Committee at NDDC. Cllrs Milsted and Mrs Pothecary also left the meeting for the same reason.  
Cllr R Evill (Chairman of the Development Control Recommendations Committee) took the chair for consideration of this item. 

Of the 12 members still present at the meeting, 9 supported the submission of a recommendation to NDDC to approve the application. 3 members abstained as they had not viewed the application and felt unable to make a decision.  
Closure - The meeting closed at 8.53pm. 


