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Full Council Meeting – 23rd August 2010 – continued:-
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GILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL FULL COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 23rd August 2010 in the Civic Hall, Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham commencing at 7.30pm.           

Present:-                    Cllr Mrs Hunt (Mayor), Cllr D Milsted (Deputy Mayor),

           Cllr Mrs Beckley, Cllr Mrs Booton, Cllr C Dann, 

         Cllr F Evill, Cllr R Evill, Cllr. D Griffin, Cllr Joyce, 

         Cllr B Millichamp, Cllr R Monksummers, Cllr Mrs Pothecary,                                       

           Cllr Mrs Robson, Cllr I Stewart and Cllr D Walsh.  

Also Present:-      8 members of the public.
Apologies:-             Cllr M Lodge and Cllr Mrs Bell. 
586. To approve the minutes of the Full Town Council meeting held on Monday 26th July 2010 

Cllr Walsh referred to the omission of agenda item 5 from the minutes, for the meeting of 26th July 2010, and asked for the inclusion of the following:-

Agenda item 5-26th July 2010 as follows- To welcome the newly elected member for the Rural Ward Cllr David Walsh and to formally invite him to sign a Declaration of Acceptance of Office and to agree his committee membership.

Omission from minutes as follows:- Cllr D Walsh formally signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office  
Cllr Milsted proposed “that Cllr Walsh should serve on the General Purposes, Policy and Resources, and Development Control Recommendations, Committees”.   Cllr Stewart seconded and the vote was unanimous.
Proposed by Cllr Milsted and seconded by Cllr Stewart “that, subject to the inclusion of the above omission, the minutes of the Full Council meeting, held on the 26th July 2010, should be approved as a correct record of that meeting”. The vote was unanimous and the Chairman duly signed the minutes.

587. Questions.

There were no questions

588. Declarations of Interest:-   
Cllr Stewart declared a personal interest in agenda item 7b.
Cllr Millichamp and Cllr Joyce declared personal interests in agenda item 5d.
Cllr Griffin declared a personal interest in agenda item 5a.
Cllr Mrs Pothecary and Cllr Milsted declared personal interests in agenda item 5c.
589. To receive reports from outside bodies and to make recommendations thereon:-

a. Three Rivers Community Partnership Board of Trustees:-
No formal report was presented.  The Town Clerk informed members that Mr. Hebditch has been away on holiday leave.
b.  Gillingham Leisure and Community Trust Board / Open Spaces of Trustees:- 
No formal report presented. Cllr Griffin informed the meeting that the Trustees are extremely busy preparing for this weekend’s opening of Riversmeet. 

c. The Blackmore Vale Tourism Company Ltd. 

A report, presented by Cllr Milsted, was issued with the agenda for the meeting. Cllr Milsted referred to the failure to keep tourists in the area for more than a few hours stating, “Tourists tend to visit Gold Hill and then depart. We would like to be able to keep them in the area for a bit longer resulting in a larger contribution to the local economy”.    
d. Town Design Statement Steering Group - No report presented. 

e. Dorset Age Partnership - Locality Meeting held on Monday 5th July 2010 at Shaftesbury Town Hall - The minutes for the meeting were issued with the agenda for members information. 
590. To receive the following Committee reports:

a. Development Control Recommendations Committee interim meeting dated 26th July 2010, and the Development Control Recommendations Committee meeting dated 9th August 2010. 

Cllr R Evill asked for an amendment to page 4 of the minutes dated 9th August 2010, changing Peter Weeks to Roger Weeks.
Cllr Joyce asked for the following amendment to the comments for planning application 0741, minute no 518d, page 8 of the 9th August 2010:-
From - Cllr Joyce confirmed his agreement with the previous comments stating that the external walls need to be of natural Marnhull stone and Gillingham Brick".
To -  Cllr Joyce confirmed his agreement with the previous comments stating that the external walls should be in old Gillingham brick, if at all possible, and natural stone, but obviously of the correct material for the area as there is a distinct colour variation between say, Marnhull Stone and Purbeck Stone.
Cllr R Evill proposed “that, subject to the above amendments, the Development Control Recommendations Committee interim meeting report dated 26th July 2010 and Development Control Recommendations Committee meeting report dated 9th August 2010 should be received and adopted”.  Cllr Joyce seconded and the vote was unanimous.

b. General Purposes Committee dated 2nd August 2010

Cllr Mrs Beckley proposed “that the General Purposes Committee report dated the 2nd August  2010 should be received and adopted”  Cllr  Milsted seconded and the vote was unanimous.

c. Policy and Resources Committee dated 16th August 2010

Cllr Mrs.Robson proposed “that the Policy and Resources Committee report dated 16th August 2010 should be received and adopted” Cllr Stewart seconded and the vote was unanimous.

d. Staff and Salaries dated 26th July 2010

Cllr Dann proposed “that the Staff and Salaries  Committee report dated 26th July 2010 should be received and adopted” Cllr Mrs Robson  seconded and the vote was unanimous.

591. To receive the following Working Party reports and to make recommendations thereon:‑ 

    a. Weekly Market for Gillingham

Cllr Milsted informed the meeting that the NDDC Car Parking Officer, Berenice Deakin, has no objection, in principle, to the rear of the High Street car park being used for a weekly market stating, “The market organiser now needs to identify how many spaces will be required and then agree a weekly rental for the use of the car park.  The most sensible solution will be for NDDC, as the owner of the car park, to finalise a formal agreement with the market organiser, without the need to involve the Town Council”.
Cllr Milsted proposed “that the Market Organiser should be advised to negotiate a formal agreement, with NDDC, for the use of the rear of the High Street car park, for a weekly market” Cllr Dann seconded and 13 members voted in favour. Cllr Mrs Robson abstained. 
   b. Open Spaces Land Bank Trust

The Office manager informed the meeting that a provisional date of  September 9th has been set for a meeting of the Open Spaces Working Party to establish if the Community Partnership wishes to take on the full responsibility for the future management of the areas of land, as identified in Table 2 of the Land Acceptance Document, dated November 2009, under the terms of a lease agreement,  or if it wishes to work in partnership with Town Council, possibly by appointing representatives to a Land Management Working Party, along similar lines to the arrangement at Sturminster Newton, where Stur Quest is working in partnership with the Town Council in the formulation, and implementation, of the Management Plans, with the Service Level Agreement between the Town Council and the Dorset Countryside Rangers.        

592. To receive a letter from Mrs. Elizabeth Kendall congratulating the horticultural staff on the high standard of the High Street flower containers and the flower bed displays, at St Mary’s Churchyard, and at the front of the High Street car park.
Members were pleased to receive such a positive letter.
593. To receive the monthly Officers report for members of the Town Council and to make recommendations thereon:- 

This report provides members with an update on outstanding matters and also provides the administrative staff with a record of the current situation, and action required, to progress these matters to a satisfactory conclusion.  

Cllr Milsted referred to item 2 - The provision by the Town Council of additional grit bins at eleven locations in the town and receipt of confirmation of agreement from DCC Highways to fill, and replenish, on an as required basis.

Cllr Stewart referred to item 3- The freehold transfer of open spaces land, and the play area, at Lodden Fields, informing the meeting that Mrs Elaine Stewart, as the secretary of the Management Company, has arranged a meeting with the solicitor next week to finalise the winding up of the Management Company following the freehold transfer of the play area and surrounding land to the Town Council, at the same time as the transfer of the open spaces land adjoining the river Lodden. 
Cllr Joyce referred to item 1 – Repairs to the boundary wall at the Garden of Remembrance, and volunteered to speak to members of the Matthews family regarding the table top tomb located in the bottom right hand corner of the Garden of Remembrance.   
The Town Clerk informed the meeting that both the Landlord of the Red Lion Public House, and the NDDC Licensing Department, have asked for the cigarette bin located at the front of the premises to be removed.
594. To receive North Dorset District Council’s response to the Ministry of Justice Consultation Paper on the provision of court services in Dorset. 

A copy of the NDDC response was issued with the agenda for the meeting.

Cllr Milsted informed the meeting that the Ministry of Justice representatives had been invited to the meeting but had declined.  The District has responded to the three questions, listed in the consultation document. He thanked the local media for their very good coverage of this matter.
Cllr Dann stated “we are right to pursue this matter and I spoke to our local Member of Parliament regarding this matter yesterday to make him aware of the problems involved for residents living in the north of the County who will have to travel to Weymouth. We are being treated as second class citizens, with ever diminishing public services.  I hope we will receive answers to well put questions”. Cllr Dann thanked Cllr Milsted for his efforts in this matter and also the white paper on health stating, “We are not being treated fairly on either of these issues.”   
Cllr Milsted thanked Cllr Dann for his kind words stating “It is not just a problem for those summoned to appear in court, it is also a problem for witnesses, who, as a result, are more reluctant to come forward and for police officers, when having to attend court in Weymouth, results in a day’s lost policing in Gillingham”.  

595. To receive in writing matters pertinent to this meeting. 

a. Mayors Civic Duties – Cllr. Mrs Hunt reported on her civic duties carried out during the last month. 

3rd July - ‘A Night at the Opera’- Superb entertainment provided by the Royal Corps of Signals at Blandford.
4th August - Showcase of Scouting and AGM held at Buddens Camping and Activity Centre - “I believe there were 1700 young people at ‘Goose Camp’ on the day. It was fantastic to see so many young people enjoying themselves.” 

5th August - Dorset Army Cadet Force - 150th Anniversary – Celebrated at Chickerell. 
18th August - 150th Gillingham and Shaftesbury Show - My Consort and I judged the Wessex Marquee Trade exhibits and had a wonderful day.   

b. RiversMeet Opening - The Town Clerk asked members to reply to the invitation to the Riversmeet opening on Saturday 28th August at 12noon. 

c. Stour Vale Hydro Group - Cllr Mrs Beckley presented a brief verbal report on a meeting of the Stour Vale Hydro Group, informing members that three schemes are ready to go in addition to the one at Fontmell Magna, which is linked to the school and is about to start.  Grant funding still has to be finalised and fees for power generated for the national grid still have to be agreed.
d. Civic Day and Freedom Parade - To be held on Sunday 17th October at 3.00pm. 

e. The late Captain Leigh Mason RN - Memorial Service Tuesday 7th September at 12noon at St Mary’s Church. 
Closure:- The meeting closed at 8.05pm.
County Councillor’s report. 

County Cllr David Milsted presented the following report:-
DCC pretty much goes into hibernation during August. During this coming week I shall attend a meeting of the Advisory Panel on the Library Service (which is currently under threat of a 13% cut to its book budget), and will visit a number of potential temporary Travellers’ sites in and around the Tarrants, as a member of 
County Councillor’s report – continued:- 

the Steam Fair Travellers’ Site Advisory Group. (The current site has Planning Permission for one more year.)
Fire Authority 
Last month I attended a short conference on “Fire Futures” at the Department of Communities & Local Government (DCLG) which was attended by a large number of Chief Fire Officers, Fire Authority Chairmen, and their deputies. It was addressed by the Fire Service Minister, Bob Neill MP. Volunteers were sought to take forward various ‘workstreams’ which will lead to formulation of Government policy for the Fire & Rescue Service.

Earlier this month I attended a short residential Leadership course at the National Fire Service College, where speakers included the Director of Fire & Resilience at DCLG and the Government’s National Fire Service Adviser, Sir Ken Knight (former Chief Officer in Dorset).

I have subsequently accepted an invitation to lead one of DCLG’s national ‘workstreams’ in the area of ‘Future Fire Service Delivery’. This will involve chairing discussions among a number of officials, Chief Officers, and Authority Chairmen and attending various meetings at the Department. Our deliberations will contribute to a Report to the Minister in November. I am, so far as I know, the only representative of a Rural Fire Service to be engaged in this work, my fellow-chairmen being from urban and metropolitan authorities such as Merseyside and Greater Manchester.

The work itself is unpaid. Dorset Fire & Rescue have kindly offered to cover my travelling expenses. I have gratefully accepted.

District Councillors reports.
a.  District Cllr David Milsted presented the following report:-

Court closure -
The highlight of this month was the Policy Review meeting to consider HM Court Service’s proposal to close Blandford Magistrates Court. Our response to this has been published, circulated to members of the Town Council, and copied to the Minister and Secretary of State at the Department of Justice. To date, we have had no response from HMCS to our questions or comments. Local media have given very helpful coverage of our efforts.

Planning Application 2/2010/0731/PLNG – Silton Wind Turbines -To date I have received and replied to approximately 150 representations regarding the Planning Application for a four-turbine wind farm at Silton. The closing date for receipt of representations is September 15th. Tuesday 26th October has been suggested as a provisional date for the hearing of the application, at a venue in Gillingham.

b.  Cllr Stewart informed the meeting that a consultation exercise on the whole of the licensing regime is currently underway, a range of ideas are currently under consideration, including full cost recovery for the administration of licensing applications.

Cllr Stewart stated “the next few years will be very challenging for Local Government and District Council’s in particular. As the middle tier they will have to justify their existence. They will need to figure out what they are offering and how to deliver. 

c. District Cllr Mrs Pothecary referred to the NDDC meeting to consider a response to the consultation document on future court provision in Dorset stating that it had been an interesting and informative meeting. Cllr Mrs Pothecary referred to the abolition by the Government of the Regional Spacial Strategy stating, “We are waiting to see what will replace it if anything at all”. Cllr Mrs Pothecary informed the meeting that the NDDC Web site has been incorporated into the ‘Dorset for You’ web site.  

District Councillors reports – continued:-
d. District Cllr Mrs Hunt informed the meeting that the NDDC Development Control Recommendations Committee meets tomorrow with the land at Boweridge Hill on the agenda.

Public Questions:- 

A resident who lives at the junction of Kingfisher Drive, and Shaftesbury Road, referred to a road traffic accident at this junction in the early hours of Sunday morning. The third single vehicle accident at this location in the last two years and seven months. The accident caused extensive damage to the traffic lights. The two previous accidents, both occurring late at night, have caused damage to her property including the iron railings located at the property boundary.  

Cllr Milsted stated, “As you are probably aware this is a DCC Highways matter. There is a common factor in all three of these accidents. Young drivers, speeding late at night, probably under the influence of drink, as the drivers have left the scene on all three occasions.  The Town Council’s Traffic Management Working Party has regular meetings, with the Highways Traffic Management Team Leader, and this matter will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.   

The resident confirmed that she has been in contact with DCC Highways, on a number of occasions, asking for the layout of the junction to be altered, to reduce the risk of similar accidents in the future, and that she is now seeking the support of the Town Council. 

Cllr Stewart expressed his sympathy with the resident stating “if the situation is really this bad then the Town Council should start campaigning to get a resolution to this problem”. 

Mr Light, a member of the public present at the meeting, suggested anti skid tarmac at the junction to help minimise the risk.  

