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Full Council Meeting – 22nd March 2010 – continued:-
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GILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL FULL COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 22nd March 2010 in the Jubilee Room, Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham commencing at 7.30pm.           

Present:-                Cllr R Evill (Mayor), Cllr Mrs Hunt (Deputy Mayor), 

                         Cllr Mrs Beckley, Cllr Mrs Bell, Cllr Mrs Booton,

                         Cllr C Dann, Cllr F Evill, Cllr Mrs C Hankin, 

                         Cllr Joyce, Cllr M Lodge, Cllr B Millichamp,      

                                  Cllr D Milsted, Cllr Mrs Pothecary and Cllr Mrs Robson.  

Also Present:-     One member of the public and one member of the Press.

Prior to the meeting Mrs McDonaugh, the High Sherriff of Dorset, presented a certificate to the Mayor confirming Gillingham Town Council’s status as a Quality Town Council.   

516. Apologies.  Cllr Griffin, Cllr Monksummers and Cllr Stewart.  

Proposed by Cllr Griffin, and seconded Cllr Lodge, the apologies, as listed above, were unanimously accepted. 

517. To approve the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on Monday 22nd February2010.

Proposed by Cllr Mrs Beckley and seconded by Cllr Dann “that the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on the 22nd February 2010, should be approved as a correct record of that meeting”. The vote was unanimous, with the exception of Cllr Mrs Robson, who had not been present at this meeting.  The Chairman duly signed the minutes.

518. Questions - There were no questions.  
519. Declarations of Interest:-

Cllr Griffin declared a personal interest in agenda 5a as a member of the Three Rivers Community Partnership Board of Trustees.

Cllr Lodge declared a personal interest in agenda 5b as a member of the Gillingham Leisure and Community Trust Board / Open Spaces of Trustees, and 5d, as a member of the Town Design Statement Steering Group. 

Cllr Joyce declared a personal interest in agenda 5d, as a member of the Town Design Statement Steering Group.
Cllr Millichamp declared a personal interest in agenda 5d, as a member of the Town Design Statement Steering Group. 

Cllr Milsted declared a personal interest in agenda 5e, as a Director of Blackmore Vale Tourism Company Ltd. 

520. To receive written reports from outside bodies and to make recommendations thereon:-

a. Three Rivers Community Partnership Board of Trustees.  

No report presented. An informal joint meeting has been arranged for Thursday 25th March at 7.30pm.
b. Gillingham Leisure and Community Trust Board / Open Spaces of Trustees 

The project is now moving forward at some speed, first fix of both electrical and mechanical work is well under way. Rooms are starting to take shape, the ground floor foyer & the two large multi use rooms on the first floor have been plastered & door linings fitted. First fixings for the suspended ceiling are now starting to go in.
The meeting at the Youth Centre went well considering all the delays with the skate park. I informed them of the last date for the reopening of the skate park, underlining that if it can be opened sooner it will. 1 promised to give them a monthly progress report.

My fellow board member and I have attended many meetings over the last month; it seems a day does not go by without a meeting of some sorts. We are enjoying every minute of` it (I think). It is hoped to have a centre manager in place soon, this will be another land mark in the progress of the project.

Cllr Mrs Hunt enquired to whether it will be possible to arrange a visit for Town Council members.

Cllr R Evill informed members that a visit to RiversMeet will form part of the Mayors Civic Day on Friday 30th April.

c. The Blackmore Vale Tourism Company Ltd 

Cllr Milsted informed the meeting that the annual accounts are still with the auditor and should be available for presentation to the April meeting of the Full Council. 

d. Town Design Statement Steering Group
The Town Design Statement Steering Group has met fifteen times since its founding in July 2009 at an open meeting organised by the Town Council.
The seven members of the Group are David Beaton (chair), Mick Lodge (treasurer), Rachel Simkins, Paul Slade, Brian Millichamp, Steve Joyce and Mark White. The three who are Town Councillors are members of the Group in a personal capacity although their link with the Council has been immensely beneficial.

The Steering Group has worked closely with Susi Calder, Community Development Worker, working for Community Partnerships Executive for North Dorset (CPEND). She has guided us through the complexities of some of the aspects of planning a statement. Unfortunately she will be unable to provide any assistance after 26th March as that is her last day in Gillingham before she takes up her new post of Voluntary Community Sector Support Team Manager for Dorset Community Action in Dorchester, but her support thus far has been invaluable.
Trevor Warrick and Sarah Jennings, Planning Policy officers at NDDC have also been closely involved and attended a number of meetings. Trevor Warrick, Planning Policy Manager, came to the Public Consultation (see next paragraph).

On the 4th, 5th and 6th February a Public Consultation was held in the Town Hall. 208 individuals attended over the three day period. Most of the visitors lived in Gillingham. 130 households in the town were represented and 123 questionnaires were filled in. The Steering Groups last two meetings have been spent collating these for inclusion in a draft Design Statement to be presented at a second Public Consultation planned for June/July 2010.

The next task is to draw together the data collected up to this point presenting it with reference to the policies 
520. To receive written reports from outside bodies continued-
d.  Town Design Statement Steering Group - continued-
contained in the Atkins Report and the Draft Core Strategy and Development Management Policies Development Plan Document (now given a new simpler and shorter name a New Plan for North Dorset in order to produce a statement giving a projection for the future.

With regard to funding, the Town Council promised open-ended funding of up to £5,000. The Steering Group is seeking to match this with an application for funding of a further £5,000 from CPEND, who will be provided with a detailed budget. It is envisaged that a sum total of £10,000 should be sufficient for our needs.

Cllr Joyce thanked the members of the Town Council who had attended the public exhibition and referred to the total attendance, over the three days, of only 208, stating “this is very disappointing  response for a town with a population of  around 10,500”.

The Town Clerk informed the meeting that a replacement has been appointed for Community Worker 
Ms S Calder who will be leaving her post at the end of March.   Further information will be provided to members at the joint meeting with the Community Partnership on Thursday 25th March.

e. CPEND Review Workshop 22nd March 2010 

A copy of the notes on the Workshop Review was issued with the agenda for the meeting. 

f  HMP and YOI  Guys Marsh – Independent Monitoring Board report for the period October 2008 to                  

   November 2009 

A copy of the report is available the reception desk.
g. Report on a DAPTC Northern Area meeting held at Blandford on Tuesday 9th February 2010.   

The report was issued with the agenda for the meeting. 

521. To receive the following Committee reports:-

 a.   Development Control Recommendations Committee interim meeting dated 22nd February and a 

    
 meeting of the Development Control Recommendations Committee held on  8th  March 2010.

Cllr Millichamp proposed “that the Development Control Recommendations Committee interim meeting report dated 22nd February 2010, and Development Control Recommendations Committee meeting report dated 8th March 2010, should be received and adopted”.  Cllr F Evill seconded and the vote was unanimous.

b. General Purposes Committee meting held on 1st March 2010.

Cllr Lodge proposed “that the General Purposes Committee meeting report dated 1st March 2010 should be received and adopted” Cllr Mrs Hankin seconded and the vote was unanimous.

c. Policy and Resources Committee meeting dated 15th March 2010. 

Cllr Mrs Robson proposed “that the Policy and Resources Committee report dated 15th March 2010 should be received and adopted” Cllr Mrs Bell seconded and the vote was unanimous.

d. Staff and Salaries Committee meeting held on 15th March 2010

Cllr Dann proposed “that the Staff and Salaries Committee report dated 15th March 2010 should be received and adopted” Cllr Mrs Robson seconded and the vote was unanimous.

522. To confirm the appointment of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor for Gillingham for the Council    

         Year  2010-11 as recommendation of the Policy & Resources Committee of the 15th March 2010:-

       a) Mayor – Cllr Mrs Hunt- Proposed by Cllr Griffin, seconded by Cllr Lodge.
Cllr Griffin proposed “that Cllr Mrs Hunt should be confirmed as Mayor, for the Council Year 2010-2011” Cllr Lodge seconded and the vote was unanimous.
b) Deputy Mayor – Cllr Milsted - Proposed by Cllr Mrs Beckley seconded by Cllr Mrs Hunt.
Cllr Mrs Beckley proposed “that Cllr  David Milsted as Deputy Mayor,  for the Council Year 2010-2011” Cllr Mrs Hunt seconded and the vote was unanimous. 
523. To receive the following Working Party reports and to make recommendations thereon:‑ 

a. Weekly Market for Gillingham

The following report was presented by Cllr Mrs Hankin:-

The first meeting of the Working Party was held on 9th March.  
The preferred day for a weekly market is a Friday from 8am until 4pm.
An approach has been made to the organisers of the Friday market, held in the Methodist Church, to establish any areas where cooperation will be of mutual benefit. The organisers of other weekly markets in the area will also be contacted for advice and information.
An approach has been be made to the Car Parking Services Officer at NDDC to establish whether it will be possible to use either the High Street, or Chantry Fields car park, as a venue for the market and, if so, the cost involved. Other possible sites will also be investigated.
The Licensing Department at NDDC has been contacted to establish the cost for, and conditions attached to, the granting of a license.
The Town Council’s insurance company has been contacted to establish if additional cover is required and if so the cost involved. 
A questionnaire will be distributed to all of the High Street retailers to establish their views and the level of support.  A survey of shoppers will also be carried out. 
 A Risk Assessment will need to be carried out and a Health and Safety Policy formulated. 
A person will need to be identified and appointed as the Market Manager (preferably on a voluntary basis) and Rules and Regulation for the operation of the market formulated and presented to Full Council for approval. 
The requirements of the stallholders will need to be established such as a power supply and washing and toilet facilities.
Responsibility for and the cost involved for litter clearance at the end of the day will need to be established.
The possibility of grant funding from Sowing Seeds and the Dorset Strategic Partnership is currently being pursued.   (Sarah Dyke will be visiting GTC on Wednesday 31st March). 
Only when all of the operating costs, and the availability of any grant funding, have been established, and the number of traders indicating their intention to attend has been identified, a rental figure can be calculated to establish if a weekly market is a viable proposition.     
 523. To receive the following Working Party reports – continued:-

 b. Open Spaces Land Bank Trust

The following report was issued with the agenda for the meeting, together with a copy of a letter to the National Association of Local Councils:-

The first meeting of the Working Party is due to take place on Thursday 18th March. A report on this meeting will be issued at table. All of the members of the Tripartite Working Party have been provided with an information pack. Specialist independent legal advice is being obtained from NALC on a number of issues relating to the setting up the Trust and the future management of land placed in the Trust, including provision of funding for ongoing maintenance.  This advice will be made available the Working Party members, to enable them to make informed decisions, which will then be presented, in the form of recommendations, to Full Council.   

Answers are being sought from the NALC Legal Department to the following questions:-
· Are you aware of any other examples of the transfer of public open spaces into community led Land Bank Trusts in existence, set up specifically for this purpose? 
· If so how have they been set up? 
· What land has been transferred into them?
· How is ongoing maintenance paid for?
· What are the advantages and disadvantages of the Land Bank Trust, as currently set up, with the Community Partnership as the Sole Corporate Trustee and the Trust incorporated into the Main Board? 
· Is Sole Corporate Trusteeship the correct option? 
· Should the Board of Trustees be independent from the Main Board?
· If the Trust is set up, with the Town Council as the Custodial Trustee, and the Community Partnership as the Management Trustee, would this prohibit the Community Partnership from applying for grant funding for future enhancement of land placed in the Trust?
· What are the disadvantages of leasing land to the Community Partnership, on a long-term lease, say 20 years with 5year reviews and a reversion clause, in the event of disbandment of the Partnership, compared with transferring it into a Land Bank Trust.  And would this prohibit the Community Partnership from applying for grant funding for future enhancement of the land? 

The Office Manger informed the meeting that there has been an unforeseen delay in obtaining legal advice from the solicitor, as he was unaware that Gillingham is currently not a Direct Access Council and therefore had to obtain the approval of the County Association first. The County Association has written to NALC requesting Gillingham Town Council is allowed direct access.

A response is anticipated within the next two weeks. A further meeting can then be arranged, with Stuart Caudle NDDC Solicitor invited to attend, to provide advice from the Local Government side, especially with regards to the funding of future maintenance from the precept, how the Trust Fund is managed, and accountability for expenditure incurred. 

524. To receive a monthly Officers report to Members

A copy of the report was issued with the agenda for the meeting.  The report listed 25ongoing items and the current position for each of them.  
525. To receive a draft monthly report for publication. 

A copy of the report was issued with the agenda for the meeting.  Cllr R Evill asked for two amendments to paragraph one and Cllr Mrs Robson identified a spelling mistake in the list of members addresses as listed on page 2 of the report.  

Cllr Griffin proposed “that the draft report should be approved for publication subject to the amendments to the 1st Paragraph on page one” Cllr Lodge seconded and the vote was unanimous.
 526. To receive nominations for Freedom of the Town and to make recommendations thereon:-

The Town Clerk informed members that she had received five nominations for Freedom of the Town. 
Cllr R Evill informed members that this matter will be referred to the April meeting of the Full Council when citations from the proposers, in support of the nominations, will be issued with the agenda for the meeting. 

Cllr Lodge enquired at to whether there is restriction on the number of nominees. 

The Town Clerk confirmed that there is no clause included in the Standing Orders restricting the number of nominations. 

527. Balfour Beatty Civil Engineering- Notification of the completion of resurfacing and engineering work on A303 Trunk Route.

Cllr Mrs Booton suggested that a letter of thanks should be sent to the Highways Authority for completing the work ahead of schedule.    

Cllr Mrs Robson referred to the temporary double yellow lines, at New Road and Wyke Road, put in place for the duration of the diversion, enquiring as to when they will be removed.  
Cllr Milsted said that an unsuccessful attempt has been made to remove the lines and a machine has now been booked for the 30th March.   The temporary traffic order has now lapsed, cars can legally park at these locations again, even though the lines are still in place. 
Cllr Mr Booton proposed “that a letter of thanks should be sent to the Highways Agency” Cllr Mrs Pothecary seconded and the vote was unanimous.  

528. To receive in writing matters pertinent to this meeting. 

a. Condition of Roads in Gillingham - Cllr Mrs Robson referred to the numerous pot holes in roads in the town stating “we will soon be in April and the bad weather occurred during January. When will be the County Council’s Highways Department undertaking the urgent repairs required”.   

Cllr Milsted stated “the DCC Highways Department is well aware of the problem. The repair work is being prioritised with Class A and Class B roads being attended to first”.

b. Shaftesbury and District Carers Association - Cllr Mrs Bell informed members than an open day of the Shaftesbury and District Carers, Representing Hope Projects, will be taking place on Thursday 22nd April  from 11am to 3pm with the official opening of the premises, at units 4 to 6 inclusive plot 25c Longmead Industrial Estate, at 2pm.  All members are welcome to attend.  
c. Footpath to Railway Station - Cllr Mrs Hankin referred to the recent improvements to the footpath, from Newbury to the railway station, which has been widened to 2metres, to provide disability access, and resurfaced, together with new boundary fences and lighting, informing members that this footpath now provides excellent disability access to the station.    
d. Hedges at Milton on Stour - Cllr Mrs Hunt referred to the problems of overgrown hedges protruding into the highway, in the parish of Milton on Stour, informing members that the hedge at Stockbrook Lane is 
528. To receive in writing matters pertinent to this meeting – continued:- 

currently being laid which will resolve the problem in this part of the parish. 
Closure - The meeting closed at 8.09pm.
County Cllr report:-

Cllr Milsted referred to the Safe and Independent Living report. A copy of the report is included with these minutes. Cllr Milsted explained to  members that this is an initiative that all of the  agencies have signed up to, with the person in need of care completing just one form which is returned to a single administrative centre from where it is issued to all of the agencies providing care in the community. The intention is to prevent duplication of care provision.  An exhibition is being held at Shaftesbury on the 21st April between 10am and 1pm. All of the agencies will have displays identifying the services they provide.    
District Cllrs reports:-

a) Cllr Mrs Pothecary informed members that the protocol agreement between NDDC and Signpost Housing has been signed off. 

b) Cllr Mrs Hunt had nothing to report.
Public Questions:- 

a. Proposed site for business use at Wyke- The member of the public present referred to the comments in the Atkins report on a proposed business site at Wyke. The report states that the site at Wyke ranks lowest in terms of suitability. The report was jointly commissioned and paid for by DCC and NDDC yet NDDC has completely ignored the advice given by the consultants and identified the site at Wyke for business use in the North Dorset Plan.   
