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Full Council Meeting – 26th September 2011 – continued:-
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GILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL FULL COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 26th September 2011 in the Civic Hall, Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham commencing at 7.30pm.           

Present:                    Cllr D Milsted (Mayor), Cllr S Joyce (Deputy Mayor) 

                                    Cllr R Arnold, Cllr Mrs Beckley, Cllr Mrs Booton, 

                            Cllr Mrs C Cornelius, Cllr R Evill, Cllr A Frith, 

                            Cllr D Griffin, Cllr Mrs Hunt, Cllr M Lodge, 
                            Cllr Mrs Phillips, Cllr Mrs Pothecary, Cllr Mrs B Ridout, 
        Cllr Mrs Robson and Cllr D Walsh.
Also present:      District Cllr Mrs Helen Webb, District Cllr Adrian Shaw, Bisi 

Adelkunle (Community Resource Worker) and 3 members of the      public.
Apologies:         Cllr C Dann. 

63. To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Full Town Council meeting held on 22nd August 2011 
Proposed by Cllr Frith and seconded by Cllr Mrs Pothecary “that the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on the 22nd August 2011 should be approved as a correct record of that meeting”. The vote was unanimous and the Chairman duly signed the minutes. Cllr Mrs Robson abstained as she was not present at this meeting. 

64.  Questions – There were no questions.

65. Declarations of Interest
Cllr Joyce declared a personal interest in agenda items 5d and 5e. 
Cllr Lodge declared a personal interest in agenda items 5a, 5b and 5e. 
Cllr Milsted declared a personal interest in agenda item 5c. 

Cllr Walsh declared a personal interest in agenda items 5e, 5g and 5h.
Cllr Mrs Ridout declared a personal interest in agenda item 5g and 5h.

Cllr Mrs Beckley declared a personal interest in agenda item 5h

Cllr Mrs Robson declared a personal interest in agenda item 5g

Cllr Mrs Booton declared a personal interest in agenda item 5h

Cllr Mrs Phillips declared a personal interest in agenda item 5h

66. To receive reports from outside bodies and to make recommendations thereon:-

a. Three Rivers Community Partnership Board of Trustees  
Cllr Lodge presented the following report - The last board meeting was focused mainly on communications and how best to deal with getting out the information to the membership and the wider community in a cost effective way. A meeting has been set up between the Town Council and the Three Rivers Partnership, so that the two organisations can identify projects which they can assist each other with.

Board members are looking at other ways the Three Rivers Partnership can project itself out into the community. Web site, newsletters, posters, open forums, better use of the email system. These and many more ideas are being looked at to create greater community interest. 
66. To receive reports from outside bodies – continued:-
b. Report from the Town Council representative on the activities of the Gillingham Community and Leisure Trust.  
Cllr Lodge presented the following report- RiversMeet - The build contract is now nearing its completion date.  The board is overseeing the completion of the defects list. This has been going on for the last week and will continue until the board agrees that all of the appropriate work as been completed.
Open Spaces  -The Town Meadow path project is a job in progress, the season for planting of edges etc. Is nearly on us, so should have more to report next month.   

c. The Blackmore Vale Tourism Company Ltd - Cllr Milsted had nothing to report.  
d. Town Design Statement Steering Group - Cllr Joyce presented the following report on a meeting held on Meeting 14th September 2011.
I suggested, in view of our recent meeting at NDDC, that Paul Slade should attend our meeting above. I sent an e-mail around to all our Town Plan Steering Group members to inform them that they should all make an effort to come to the meeting as it was very important to attend. Trevor and Nicola Lazzilo (hope I spelt it correctly!) another member of the Planning Policy team, duly arrived and went through basically what was said at the meeting on the 12th. We thought in view of what was happening that we should have a joint meeting with the TDS fairly soon. If we decided to go down the “Neighbourhood Plan” route there is currently some funding available in the form of  “The Front Runner Programme” as the Government is keen for a town, or a small number of towns, to be  pilots for the scheme. Our next meeting is on the Wednesday the 28th of Sept 2011.

e. Town Plan Steering Group - Cllr Joyce presented the following report on a meeting held on the 23rd August

We have been working through our work/ action plan which, up until now, (more on that later) is on track. We agreed a final version of the Town Design Statement response to the NDDC appraisal of the Wyke Conservation Area and this was sent to Luke Turk of Planning and Conservation Services at the NDDC. The Public consultation arranged for the early part of November has, at the moment, been put in doubt, as I will explain:

On Monday the 12th of Sept, Bisi, Paul Slade, and “yours truly”, went to a “Town and Village Design Statement” meeting at NDDC hosted by Trevor Warrick and Sarah Jennings from Planning Policy.  Members from several villages in the area were present.

Because of the on-going changes in Government planning laws when new regulations regarding the new Localism Bill etc. will come into force shortly after April 2011, all current Town and Village Design Statements will not be adopted to become supplementary planning policy within the new Core strategy i.e.: the New Local Plan, unless they are at the stage where they can be approved by Government before the end of the year. Currently there are only two Village Design Statements, and one Town Design Statement, for Sturminster Newton. As a result of this the Gillingham Town Design Statement cannot yet be submitted for approval and adoption.
There was quite a long discussion on finding a way to include all Town Design Statement and Town Plan’s into a revised Core Strategy Document. The NDDC is going to seek clarification on the status of SPD’s (Supplementary Planning Documents) under the new regime.

The probable out come is that these uncompleted Town and Village Design and Plan Statements will have to be incorporated into the forthcoming “Neighbourhood Plans” which Trevor indicated will mean a significant amount of additional work from all concerned, (though, potentially, could be of great benefit), but it will also need to go to a referendum and receive at least 51% majority to become enforceable which could be difficult, to say the least!.

66. To receive reports from outside bodies – continued:-
e. Town Design Statement Steering Group – continued:-
The other alternative is to provide individual development briefs on certain areas of development that we have identified within the town, (essentially mini Neighbourhood Plans).

The other topic that was raised at the meeting was the likely number of dwellings regarding proposed growth in the North Dorset District. There are three options:

1. The Current numbers identified per Town and Village are retained. This is 7000 dwellings over the next 20 years.

2. A scaling back is applied by the NDDC, which allows individual parishes to set their own limits through Neighbourhood plans, but this means that the major towns will be left to pick up any shortfall.

3. Given the economic downturn the volume numbers are revised down to perhaps say, 6000, for example.

So to summarise, it very much depends on what the final draft from the government will be. As it seems to be changing from day to day but this should be decided hopefully by the end of October, so we will have a clearer picture on how to progress. Our next Town Design Statement Steering Group meeting is on this Thursday, the 22nd of September, when the Town Clerk will be present. 
The following report from Community Resource Worker Bisi Adelkunle on a funding application for a ‘Neighbourhood Plan for Gillingham’ was issued at table:-  
Background - Following a written report to Full Council by Steve Joyce about meetings between North Dorset District Council (NDDC) and the Gillingham Town Plan and Town Design Statement Steering Groups on the potential for a new Neighbourhood Plan for Gillingham; this is an additional update about making a specific funding application to pay for a new Neighbourhood Plan for Gillingham. The funding stream is 'Neighbourhood Planning Front Runners' from the Department for Communities & Local Government (DCLG) 

 Local planning authorities in England are invited to apply for grants under the Neighbourhood Planning Front Runners scheme. The grants are to be used to help local planning authorities gain insight into how the provisions for neighbourhood planning are likely to work in practice following Commencement of the Localism Bill. Councils will be expected to undertake a planning project in close collaboration with an established community group or parish council in a manner similar to that envisaged in the Localism Bill, or, in business areas, with a local business organisation. Under this scheme, a grant of up to £20,000 will be made available towards the cost of each planning document.

Eligibility - NDDC is the responsible local planning authority eligible to apply for grants under this scheme.  Gillingham Town Council (GTC) is the relevant body responsible for producing a Neighbourhood Plan under the new Localism Bill.

Application Process - Once confirmation is received by NDDC that as the relevant body, GTC would be responsible for producing the Neighbourhood Plan (via Gillingham Town Plan Steering Group), this would be followed by an initial report produced by NDDC to NDDC's Planning Policy Panel (11th Oct. 2011) and then on to Full Cabinet (31st Oct 2011) for full approval for the Local Planning Authority to apply for funding on behalf of GTC.

Issue - The closing date for a funding application from NDDC to DCLG is 4th Nov. 2011. Working backwards from this date, to meet DCLG's deadline and NDDC's process for District Council's approval requires that GTC confirms it would be responsible for producing a new plan at this meeting. Confirmation to NDDC may take the form of an email or formal letter. NDDC Planning Officers view is that NDDC would support Gillingham in pursuing this funding. However, this would also need prior approval by District Councillors. Funding would give Gillingham Town Plan Steering Group the opportunity to produce a 
66. To receive reports from outside bodies – continued:-
Funding application for a ‘Neighbourhood Plan for Gillingham’ – continued:-
Neighbourhood Plan and members of the existing Town Design Statement, having published their Town Design Statement are willing to further contribute to a new Neighbourhood Plan.
NDDC Planning (Trevor Warwick) is currently developing a work programme for the Planning Policy section which should then give us a better idea as to what NDDC's intentions are, regarding developing and consulting on a revised final Core Strategy. This information might be helpful to gage what stage the Core Strategy will be at any particular time in the context of the fact the Neighbourhood Plan would need to be in general conformity with NDDC's Core Strategy. Before NDDC can issue a revised final strategy, the Localism Bill must take effect (expected April 2012 latest) and NDDC's existing saved planning policies revoked. NDDC plan to issue guidance to communities to help the produce Neighbourhood Plans.

The benefits of being a front runner are:-

•     Now may be the best time to apply for funding for a new plan. There are few other contenders regionally or nationally. Gillingham is a 'front runner' in the sense that the Town Design Statement is nearing completion (Feb 2012) and evidence gathering for a Town Plan is well underway. Both are strong community groups who are willing and able to translate evidence to work to a new regime. Establishing funding for a neighbourhood plan now would enable group work to continue evidence gathering for publication under the new neighbourhood plan format.

•     At present, there are no future dates for applications for funding for the Neighbourhood Planning Front Runners Scheme after November. Come April 2012, there is a confirmed new stream of funding called the 'New Burdens Grant' which is intended to also be for £20k (same as the Front Runners Scheme). At this stage, the conditions for applying for this funding are unknown though the intention is still to support the production of Neighbourhood Plans.

•     Meeting the November deadline would cut out a potential delay of up to six months in the funding process

•     A funding application can be withdrawn at any time before funds are granted
Recommendation - That GTC as the relevant body, confirm their intention to produce the Neighbourhood Plan to NDDC as soon as possible or by 10th October at the latest. A funding application for £15,000 (to be confirmed) is proposed to produce the new Gillingham Town Neighbourhood Plan.Towns & Parishes with final and draft Town, Village or Parish Plans or Design Statements, should be advised of the proposal for a new Neighbourhood Plan for Gillingham.

Cllr Joyce proposed “that as the relevant body responsible for producing a Neighbourhood Plan under the new Localism Bill, Gillingham Town Council should notify NDDC of its intention to produce a Neighbourhood Plan for Gillingham and ask support from the District Council in pursuing this funding totalling £20K” Cllr Mrs Robson seconded and the vote was unanimous.

f. Joint Working Party (Gillingham Town Council / Three Rivers Community Partnership) 

The Town Clerk informed members that a meeting has been arranged for the 13th October. Items for discussion include the Town Meadow site, Hall and Woodhouse Community Chest grant funding,   Town Centre Regeneration Group, Future Revenue Support for the Community Worker, Gillingham Town Plan, Community Health Forum, Web Site and an update on CPEND. A report will be presented to the October Full Council meeting and to the Board of the Three Rivers Community Partnership.

g. Gillingham Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
Cllr David Walsh presented the following report:- 
At our September meeting we were very fortunate to have “Cllr David Milsted (representing the Blackmore Vale Tourism Company Ltd) and David Taylor outlining features of the Shaftesbury website portal and where commonality exists with Gillingham’s Chamber of Commerce website.”
66. To receive reports from outside bodies – continued:-
g. Gillingham Chamber of Commerce and Industry - continued:-
“Whilst the Chamber is supportive of establishing links with other organisations it was agreed that it currently needs to concentrate on promoting itself and the town more strongly via the new website and by contact with chamber members and other businesses in the town.”
Promotion of the Chamber - The chamber exists for its members and to promote Gillingham as a place to live, work and visit. Following a meeting of a sub group to discuss the proposed survey of the town’s businesses it was agreed to tackle this in two stages. An initial survey will be sent to all members outlining the benefits of membership and to ascertain members’ needs. At a later stage the chamber will approach other businesses in the town as a recruitment drive using a Business database recently updated by David Walsh and Belinda Ridout. This survey will be distributed by the end of September.”
h. Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration Working Party. 
Cllr Mrs Booton informed members that the Working Party has held one meeting. The consensus of opinion is to organise a fete in Hardings Lane Recreation Ground, in preference to a street party in the High Street.  

i. Local History Society.
Cllr Mrs Beckley informed members that the CCTV camera and the main lighting system at the museum need to be replaced.  Paul Atterbury is giving a talk at the Olive Bowl on 14th October. The Museum will be closing for several weeks in December for alterations. The book launch for John Porter’s History of Gillingham will be on Saturday 1st October at Orchard Park  
j. Shaftesbury and District Task Force Community Transport Audit. 
Information provided by the Shaftesbury and District Task Force regarding the setting up of a Community Transport Steering Group, to produce an Action Plan, was issued with the agenda for the meeting. 

k. CPEND.
Cllr Mrs Beckley reported on a meeting held on the 14th September at Guys Marsh Education Centre. Those present were updated on the government initiative to provide an improved Broadband service, providing 9.44 million to part fund the cost which has to be match funded by local authorities. The cost of the final connections to individual premises is not included.  The target is to provide improved broadband speeds to 90% of properties which means that those in the smaller villages are likely to miss out.  DCC is trying to encourage Town and Parish Councils to set aside funding in their precepts. Hugh de longh spoke about the Public Services White Paper which is encouraging decentralisation by allowing local councils to take on more services.  
67. To receive the following Committee reports:

a. Development Control Recommendations Committee interim meeting dated 22nd August 2011 and the 

Development Control Recommendations Committee meeting dated 12th September 2011
Cllr R Evill proposed “that the Development Control Recommendations Committee interim meeting report dated 22nd August 2011 and Development Control Recommendations Committee meeting report dated 12th September 2011 should be received and adopted”.  Cllr Mrs Beckley seconded and the vote was unanimous.

b. General Purposes Committee dated 5th September 2011. 

Cllr. Lodge proposed “that the General Purposes Committee report dated the 5th September  2011 should be received and adopted”  Cllr Walsh seconded and the vote was unanimous.

67. To receive the following Committee reports – continued:-
c. Policy and Resources Committee dated 19th September 2011

Cllr Mrs Robson proposed “that the Policy and Resources Committee report dated 19th September 2011 should be received and adopted” Cllr Mrs Hunt seconded and the vote was unanimous.

d. Staff and Salaries dated 19th September 2011

Cllr Mrs Robson proposed “that the Staff and Salaries Committee report dated 19th September 2011 should be received and adopted” Cllr Frith seconded and the vote was unanimous.

68. To receive the following correspondence and to make recommendations thereon:- 

    a. Dorset County Council - Super-fast Broadband in Dorset and Broadband Delivery UK- Funding   

       Allocation 
A copy of the letter was issued with the agenda for the meeting.

Cllr Milsted suggested that a British Telecom representative should be invited to make a presentation to a DAPTC Northern Area meeting, called to consider this matter. Further consideration can then be given to the request, to contribute towards the cost of a Super-fast Broadband scheme in Dorset, at the precept meeting in December.

Cllr Milsted proposed “that consideration of the provision of funding by Gillingham Town Council towards the cost of Super-fast Broadband provision in Dorset should be deferred until the precept meeting on the 12th December”. Cllr Griffin seconded and the vote was unanimous.
  b- Hugh de-longh, North Dorset Community Planning Officer- Gillingham Town Council’s annual grant     

      award to Dorset Community Action  
A copy of the letter was issued with the agenda for the meeting.

Cllr Evill asked for some clarification stating “in the past Gillingham Town Council has awarded grants to both the Three Rivers Community Partnership and Dorset Community Action with assurances given that there was no duplication and the funding provided was being used for different purposes. The contents of this letter appear to contradict this”. 

Cllr Milsted explained that Dorset Community Action currently employs the Community Workers but has become increasingly uneasy with this arrangement as Dorset Community Action cannot be accountable for them as they are line managed by the Local Partnerships.  The proposal is that in future they will be directly employed by either NDDC or the Local Partnerships. Employment by NDDC will not interfere with Line Management by the Local Partnerships. A decision is yet to be taken on the preferred option. At this stage Gillingham Town Council needs to agree, in principle, to award a grant to one or the other of these bodies, with the actual amount agreed at the precept meeting in December.   
Cllr Mrs Hunt proposed “that Gillingham Town Council should agree, in principle, to award a grant to either NDDC or the Three Rivers Community Partnership, with the actual amount to be agreed at the precept meeting in December”.   Cllr Mrs Hunt seconded and the vote was unanimous.

69. To receive a review of Polling Districts and Polling Stations and to make recommendations thereon:-   
Cllr Milsted referred to the current arrangement whereby Lodbourne Ward residents vote at the Town Hall and Town Ward residents at the Methodist Church stating the more sensible arrangement is for the Lodbourne Ward residents to vote at the Methodist Church and Town Ward residents at the Town Hall. 

69. To receive a review of Polling Districts and Polling Stations – continued:-   
Cllr Milsted referred to the need for a community hall to be included in planned future development in the  Ham Ward. Residents currently vote at St Mary the Virgin Primary School resulting in the school having to close on polling days. 
Cllr Milsted proposed the following response to the consultation- “that Lodbourne Ward residents should vote at the Methodist Church and Town Ward residents at the Town Hall” Cllr Mrs Phillips seconded and the vote was unanimous.
70. To receive the North Dorset (Off Street Parking Places) Order 2011 and to make recommendations thereon:- 

A copy of the list of proposed charges for Gillingham car parks was issued with the agenda for the meeting.

There were no comments from members on the proposed charges for FY 2012 -2013. Cllr Mrs Robson identified a need for the line markings for the disabled bays at the Gas lane car park to be repainted.

Cllr Walsh informed members that he has obtained confirmation from NDDC that agreement regarding the use of free car parking, if a weekly market is re-established, still stands.     

71. To receive quotations for a replacement entrance door and replacement windows in the new reception area at the Town Hall and to make recommendations thereon:- 
The Town Clerk informed members that funding has not been included in the precept for the current financial year, however there is funding  set aside in the Town Hall Refurbishment Fund  that can be used for this purpose.

Cllr Mrs Pothecary stated that while she accepted the need for the replacement door and windows she felt that UPVC was inappropriate for the front facade of the building.  

The Town Clerk stated “the window sashes failed some years ago and the windows are insecure and draughty. The new reception area, created at the front of the Town Hall, needs to be secure and draught free. The proposed new door and windows will match those already installed at the front and side of the Civic Hall”.   

Cllr Milsted stated “at least they are of a good design and a good quality”. 

Cllr Frith proposed “that funding of £1.906-89p gross should be provided for a replacement of the entrance door and two windows, in the new reception area at the Town Hall” Cllr Mrs Robson       seconded and the 15 members voted in favour. Cllr Mrs Pothecary voted against.
72. To receive the monthly Officers report to members of the Town Council. 
The report was issued with the agenda for the meeting.
There were no comments from members on the items obtained in the report. 
73. To receive the draft quarterly report for distribution to the local media and members of the public and to make recommendations thereon:-  
A copy of the draft newsletter was issued with the agenda for the meeting.

Errors within the list of mayoral duties, carried out during the last three months, were identified and will be corrected for the final published version of the report. 

Cllr Mrs Robson thanked the Mayor and Deputy Mayor for their commitment in carrying out the civic duties on behalf of the town during the last three months. 
74. To receive an up-date of the Mayor’s activities over the past month.

The Mayor Cllr David Milsted presented the following report:-
a. Update on August

On 20th August I officially opened the Newbury office of Octopus Personnel (formerly Smart Start). This turned out to be a two-part ceremony, as rain delayed the launch of several hundred helium balloons until 3.15pm. This raised £500 for the Air Ambulance. I 'bought' 15 balloons, hoping to win the £200 prize for the furthest travelled and donate it to the War Memorial fund. As I haven't heard anything yet I have to assume that none of my balloons made it further than Motcombe ... or possibly the Lidl car park.
On 24th August Annie and I attended the Lyme Regis civic day, which was full of interest and fun, culminating in a breezy and choppy boat trip in bracing drizzle, from which many Mayors chickened out. Annie in particular enjoyed it with great glee.
During the day we heard how Lyme Regis TC donates regular funding of £50,000 to this, £20,000 to that, £30,000 to the other ... and has given capital grants of up to £60,000. Some of us began to wonder (given Lyme's population is about 3,500) what their Precept must be like! It turns out it is actually very low ... but then they do own 4 car parks (two of which they run, two they lease to West Dorset DC - they all cost more than NDDC's) and a row of beach huts next to the Cobb! Nice work ... if you can get it.
On 31st August I attended Gillingham Rotary Club and joined as an Honorary (one-year) Member. I was made very welcome, and I will attend further meetings.
September (so far)
September 1st: North Dorset DC Civic Day. This was one of those days when you think, "Gosh, I'm so lucky to be doing this!". Mike Oliver followed his tradition of taking us all to the Steam Fair and treating us (by donating to a Children's Cancer Fund) to a steam-hauled Grand Tour of the whole site, after which we were free to roam wild and enjoy ourselves, meeting up for a buffet lunch halfway through the day. Unsurprisingly, this is one of the best-attended Civic Days in Dorset (apart from ours next April).
On September 5th Annie and I (with Sylvia, who was attending a Clerks' Meeting) attended the Mayor of Salisbury's Civic Day, which included a tour of the various sites from which John Constable made sketches for his famous paintings of the Cathedral -and this was followed by a tour of the Constable Exhibition, where the finished articles were on display having been loaned from the various national institutions where they are on permanent display. This was a rare privilege.
Also on display was one of Constable's Gillingham sketches, of Eccliffe Mill. This got me thinking that perhaps we could ask the British Museum (for the sketches) and Tate Britain (for the paintings) for the loan of all his Gillingham pictures so we could display them in our museum ... and, of course, raise funds for the War Memorial. Then I discovered that it had cost Salisbury Museum £200,000 in insurance, security, etc., to stage the exhibition. Ah well, maybe not then! It was just a thought.
8th September: Cllr Mike Cox On the 8th I attended the Memorial Service for Mike Cox, who represented the Abbey Ward at NDDC until 2011. Mike was a cheerful, curmudgeonly freethinker who was never averse to working across 'party boundaries' for the common good. He was warmly recalled by his family and the local pastors - and by John Tory, his lifelong friend, who sat as an Independent Member of NDDC from 1976 to 2007. In addition to my own contribution, I donated £25 on behalf of our Council to the Royal Agricultural Benevolent Fund, in his name.
Very few people know this, but Mike worked tirelessly to help make 'Local Delivery Phase One' a success, attending many long Parish Council meetings (on many long, dark, wet winter evenings) in his large Ward in order to urge support. Without the success of Phase One, we in Gillingham would never have been able to achieve any of the many good things that Local Delivery has brought us.
10th September: 5 Rifles Coffee Morning. Mayor and Mayoress attended, made a donation, bought a cake (nice) and raffle tickets (no prize).
74. To receive an up-date of the Mayor’s activities over the past month - continued:-

10th September: Sturminster Newton Civic Day. Annie and I spent an enjoyable day, which included tours of the magnificent Exchange building, and the byways of 'Old Stur,' with knowledgeable guides, and finished at the Cheese Fair. We thought we knew Sturminster, but it soon turned out we didn't know it at all, really. It's a great little town with a history that comes to life when told by those whose families helped to shape it.
Having played a part in its planning process it was a particular pleasure to see how well the Exchange is doing, in its wonderful building, as a community-owned and -run facility that is paying its way, thanks to ceaseless voluntary effort. We like to think of ourselves in Gillingham as pioneers - and in many ways we are - but it was the community of Sturminster Newton, through SturQuest, that led the way.
In 1997 the Sturminster Newton livestock market closed; a few years later, St Ivel closed the creamery - and, to its eternal shame, deliberately trashed all the equipment, so as to put it beyond use by the local consortium of cheese-makers who had offered to buy it. (This infamous act was condemned by all of us, from the MP down - but we were powerless to prevent it). For a small community to recover so swiftly, and to reinvent itself so successfully for the 21st century, is a remarkable achievement.
17th September: National Fire Station Car Wash Day. What enormous cars so many people have these days! I never realised until I spent four hours washing them.... This year, Gillingham's Firefighters very generously offered to share the proceeds of their Car Wash between the Firefighters' Charity and the Mayor's War Memorial Fund. We raised £500, and at last Monday's P&R I handed over £250 to add to the pot. I am very grateful to Gillingham's Retained Firefighters for their time, effort and generosity.

22nd September: Boys v Girls Bowl-Off for the Mayor's Cup. Members will recall that I blew thirty-odd pounds of the Mayor's Allowance to buy a cup for this and have it engraved, following the very successful event at which over 200 Gillingham School pupils were introduced to the art (or science) of Bowling. I hope this will become an annual event. After a tournament that was, for a time, closely contended, the Boys rather ran away with it with victories over 10 ends in all four lanes. Congratulations to them, and commiserations to the Girls - the message is, don't just do this once a year! Thanks also to Asda, who presented £5 vouchers to each bowler on the winning team.
24th September: Lions Dinner-Dance. Annie and I attended this event, at which the 19 Lions of Gillingham, Shaftesbury and Mere were joined by over 40 Lions and guests from elsewhere, including the President of Slough Lions, who is a former 'Roly-Poly' dancer (remember them?) from the 1980s and early 90s. It was a most enjoyable evening at which our Town Crier excelled himself, as he always does.
Still to come in September......
27th September: Sponsored 25-length swim at RiversMeet by a resident of Mulberry Court (Thorngrove) to raise funds to purchase equipment for a local competitor in the 2012 Paralympics. The Mayoress will attend and donate a cheque for £50.
30th September: Carnival Concert.  Mayor and Mayoress will attend.
Wooton Bassett Field of Remembrance- I received a mailing from the British Legion enclosing a small wooden cross, with poppy, to be planted in the Field of Remembrance at Wooton Bassett on Remembrance Sunday, and inviting me to inscribe it and make a donation. Gillingham was the first Council in Dorset to award The Rifles the Freedom of the Town and, sadly, many members of The Rifles have since been repatriated though Wooton Bassett. I am inviting the Mayor and Mayoress of Wooton Bassett to our Civic Day on April 14th 2012. I inscribed the cross, 'From the Mayor and Council of Gillingham (Dorset).' Policy & Resources Cttee on 19th September voted for the £20 donation to the RBL to come from general GTC funds rather than the Mayor's Allowance.
Cllr Milsted referred the visit by the Gillingham Beavers group the Town Hall and some of the comments and questions asked by the members of the Beavers Group, including a suggestion to repaint items of play equipment in brighter colours, suggesting the organising of a Children and Families Summer Party and asking the Mayor why he wears a chain.  

74. To receive an up-date of the Mayor’s activities over the past month – continued:-
Deputy Mayor Cllr Joyce attended the Devon and Dorset Regiment Association Coffee morning held at the Town Hall on 10th September and the Hall and Woodhouse Community Chest awards ceremony at Blandford. A grant of £500-00p had been awarded the Gillingham Job Club and £500-00p to the Town Meadow regeneration scheme. The evening ended with a buffet and a tour of the brewery.   

Cllr Milsted informed the meeting that the sponsored swim by Tom Davies of Mulberry Court, Thorngrove, who is raising funds for a local person, Debbie Hounsome, who is taking part in next year’s Paraplegic Olympic Games dressage riding event, is taking place on Tuesday 27th September. 
75. To receive in writing matters pertinent to this meeting. 
a.  Dorset Fire and Rescue Service - Abstraction burglaries
Cllr Milsted informed the meeting that there have recently been a number of distraction burglaries in Dorset with the perpetrators purporting to members of the fire service, carrying out surveys for the installation of fire alarms. Visits to residential properties, by fire service personnel are always as the result of a request from the householder and by prior appointment, with identification shown before entering the property.  

b. Future of Day Care Services in Dorset -  additional public consultation meetings have been arranged including one at Shaftesbury Town Hall on Monday 10th October staring at 7pm. 
Closure - The meeting closed at 8.24pm.
County Cllr reports:-

County Cllr David Milsted presented the following report:- 

Domiciliary Care in Dorset- 
At this month’s meeting of the Executive Advisory Panel on Adult Social Care I expressed concern at the criteria DCC are reportedly using to out-source Home Care for elderly and other frail/vulnerable adults. It is DCC’s avowed intention to outsource all such care to private companies if they can.

The concern arises from the reported hourly rate DCC are offering to pay these companies, lest it be too low to be viable for the better-quality companies operating in this field, ie those who support their staff in NVQ, etc., training and run frequent refresher and top-up courses, as opposed to those who offer only the legal bare minimum of induction training (and so have lower costs).

I have asked for a full report to be brought to the next meeting of the EAP so that Members can report their views to Cabinet. There is anecdotal evidence that some companies have decided not to tender in this round and instead have decided to wait ‘until the Council comes to its senses’ following the possible failure of the current system. This causes concern and needs to be investigated.

[NB-As always when these topics come up for discussion, I declared a Personal Interest as my wife is employed by Carewatch (Wessex) locally).

FIRE

‘Day of Action’ on November 30th  and other strike action- A call went out at the recent TUC conference for a ‘co-ordinated day of action’ against proposed new arrangements for Public Sector pensions. The Fire Brigades Union (FBU) has signalled its intention to ballot its members on ‘a programme of industrial action’. Dorset Fire Authority is very much a Third Party in this dispute, which is between the Unions and the Department for Communities and Local Government (ie the Treasury). Clearly, our sole concern will be to do everything in our power to maintain our high standards of Prevention, Protection, and Response during any such action.

As Lead Member for Community Safety I shall shortly begin attending a series of fortnightly Business Continuity Meetings with the Chairman of the Authority, the Chief Fire Officer, and other senior officers. The purpose of these meetings is to plan and implement continuing full Fire Cover for all our communities.

County Cllr reports – continued:-

It goes without saying that we must all take extra care, in our homes and workplaces as well as on the roads, to ensure that we do not need the services of our Fire-fighters.

District Cllr reports-

a.  District Cllr David Milsted presented the following report:-
Review of Personal Care of Elderly People in Hospital - 
The Policy Review Committee determined it wished to carry out an investigation and review of Personal (as opposed to Medical) care of elderly people at our District Hospitals, and report its findings to the Health Scrutiny Committee at DCC, the Care Quality Commission (CQC), the LINKs organisations of Dorset, Wilts, and Somerset, Somerset County Council, South Somerset District Council, Wiltshire Council, the Primary Care Trusts, and the public.

This necessitated gaining permission (in the form of a delegation) from DCC’s Health Scrutiny Cttee at a meeting also attended by the CQC, Dorset LINKs, representatives from the Dorset PCT, and others.

Cllr Charles Dowden (Vice Chairman) and I, as Chairman of the PR Cttee, attended a meeting of DCC’s Health Scrutiny Cttee on Friday September 16th and we were given 4 minutes each to speak, plus time to answer questions. After discussions lasting over an hour, a delegation was granted by a vote of 6 to 1, with one abstention.

A copy of the Scoping Document for this review will be tabled on Sept 26th at GTC, and details of how the review will be undertaken will be published in due course. It will involve holding meetings in four or five towns in North Dorset. Members from SSDC and Wiltshire Council will be invited to join the Committee as co-optees.

Car Parking Charges, etc -
 Small increases in Car Parking charges at NDDC’s car parks were agreed at Service Review Cttee and approved by Cabinet. There will be advertising and promotion of Chantry Fields (Long Stay) as an ‘overspill’ (and much cheaper!) car park for rail commuters.

NDDC’s car park charges still compare very favourably with other Dorset districts and towns.

b. District Cllr David Walsh presented the following report:-

After a  somewhat quiet August (meetings wise), September has been a busy and very interesting one for me as a new councillor with less than 6 months experience and others of the same ilk, who are minded to attend as many meetings as they are able. Councillors are permitted to sit at table and participate in all Committees, (with the Chairs consent of course) and I, as others do, find this invaluable in gaining a grounded all-round “knowledge”, (I’m not conceited enough to write “an understanding” but apparently within the next 20yrs, that should come!) of each department and therefore committee in place at NDDC.

Environmental Board Meeting 2nd September

A presentation/update was given on the Waste Operations, covering Waste Treatment and the Dorset Waste Partnership which was very interesting as future plans/changes were discussed.

Following was a presentation “Refreshing the Renewable Energy Strategy for Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole” which came in the form of a Consultation Draft for updating the Strategy. You will not be surprised to hear that this gave rise to a somewhat, passionate at times discussion on the future of renewable energy for Dorset, especially as newspapers have been running stories inflaming public opinion for many weeks now, under the guise of debating the National Planning Policy Framework. With the final date for Ecotricity to launch an appeal over the Silton Wind Turbines decision being the 16th September, feelings were running high. Which has proved justified as an appeal was submitted on that date.

District Cllr reports – continued:-

b. District Cllr David Walsh presented the following report - continued:-

Cabinet 5th September

This was very interesting as the Portfolio Holder and Car park Services officer gave a review on Car parks in North Dorset. The Car Park Services Officer took members through the report identifying each car park in turn and highlighting the recommendation being made for each. The Chairman stated that unless there were specific objections or issues relating to an individual car park he would accept that Cabinet agreed with the recommendation in the report. The following areas were highlighted to members:-Sunday Charging and Overnight Charging – The Car Park Services Officer stated that this had been discussed with all the 
Town Councils. In all cases the proposal to introduce charges was seen as detrimental. It was therefore recommended that no change to the current system be made. 

Chantry Fields, Gillingham – The Car Park Services Officer stated that this car park needed promoting as even with the proposal to increase charges for the day rate this was still cheaper than the station car park

Policy Review 7th September

This was a fascinating meeting (Oh for a life), though the problems being reviewed did not specifically look at Gillingham, it could be seen that many were generic and being able to listen and question those at the sharp end I found enlightening. I must also say that the Chairing of the Committee, from Cllr David Milsted, was excellent and made the reviewing of it easier than it might have been, given the sensitivity of the subject.

WAITING TIMES FOR GP APPOINTMENTS IN BLANDFORD
Carol Tilley, Practice Manager for the Whitecliff Group Practice and Jenny Tory, Practice Manager for the Eagle House Surgery talked to Members about the difficulties that are reported as being experienced in obtaining appointments to see GPs in Blandford.

PROPOSED REVIEW OF THE STANDARD OF PERSONAL CARE FOR LOCAL ELDERLY AND VULNERABLE ADULTS WHEN IN HOSPITAL

The Scrutiny Officer updated Members on progress in obtaining a delegation of authority from Dorset County Council Health Scrutiny Committee to carry out the above review under the Health & Social Care Act 2001

Service Review Committee 14th September

This could have been a very heavy meeting due the subjects covered, 

PERFORMANCE IN DEVELOPMENT CONTROL

LOCALISATION OF SUPPORT FOR COUNCIL TAX

RE-LOCALISATION OF BUSINESS RATES

MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL STRATEGY

 However the Officers gave very good, clear reports, they were straight forward and open when asked questions of. All in all everyone played nicely, and who would have dared not to as the Vice Chairman, our own Cllr Helen Webb chaired her first meeting.

Public Sector Training

On 16th September Helen Watson (Public Sector Training and Consultancy) taught a training day on “Shaping our Future” The Role of Elected Members in Contract Management and Collaborative Working. This training was given to both Members and Officers and was very helpful in understanding Collaborative Working and Contract Management.

We also had Site visits last week for Development Control which included the proposed expansion at Orchard Park and the Proposal to build 5 Retail Units behind the Factory Shop. You will be hearing much more of these when they come before committee.

District Cllr reports – continued:-

b. District Cllr David Walsh presented the following report - continued:-

Anyway, I have to go now, as it is 11.56 and if I don’t get this in by 12.00 you won’t have it at council, so I apologise for any mistakes and you will have to wait until next month when I will tell you about tomorrow’s Accounts and Audits Committee Meeting. 

c. District Cllr Mrs Pothecary presented the following report:-

I attended a meeting of the Development Control Committee on 31st August where we had a very full list of planning applications -which included an application at Forest Deer, Gillingham.
Three site visits were held on September 13th where we looked at applications for further development at Orchard Park and the old Rover dealership site at Gillingham.
Unfortunately I missed the Policy Review meeting on 7th September but attended the Service Review meeting on 14th where the committee discussed the planning application process and tried to identify areas which could be improved upon. An update was also given on the Government's proposals to localise the payment of council tax benefit. There was no August meeting of the Council, due to the summer recess. 
d. District Cllr Mrs Hunt presented the following report:- 

On Thursday I attended the Best Kept Village presentation evening at Frampton near Dorchester. I am the North Dorset judge for this competition and helped to judge the North Dorset entries in June. North Dorset villages did very well. Pimperne being awarded the ‘Best Large Village’ and Winterbourne Zelston the ‘Best Small Village’.    

Last Friday I attended the Spectrum Housing Associations Residents Seminar, as the North Dorset District Council representative on the South Wessex Community Forum. The Chief Executive, Wayne Morris, presented the Associations Draft Corporate Plan, aimed at putting tenants at the heart of all the association does.  Yasmin White, a resident Network Director is also moving resident’s involvement forward by setting up Tenants Academies. 
A copy of a Policy Review Committee Scoping Paper entitled ‘Review of the Standard of Care for Local Elderly and Vulnerable Adults When in Hospital’ was issued at table.

e. District Cllr Mrs Helen Webb presented the following verbal report:-

“I recently made my first foray into Chairmanship when, as Vice Chairman of the Service Review Committee, I chaired a meeting called to review the procedures currently in place for processing planning applications, with a view to stream-lining and speeding up the process. Town and Parish Councils will shortly be receiving a request to submit ideas to NDDC, on how to improve and speed up the planning application process, to help NDDC in its efforts to improve on the service it currently provides.   Consultations will also be taking place on other areas of NDDC service provision, including housing benefit and business rates collection. Following the recent audit of the Stour Valley Partnership the NDDC Audits and Accounts Committee is closely monitoring progress, on dealing with the actions identified by the Auditor. I attended a training workshop ‘Shaping the Future’ with the emphasis on changing roles. The session was very useful and I will keep you updated in due course”.

