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Full Council Meeting – 19th December 2011 – continued:-
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GILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL FULL COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 19th December 2011 in the Civic Hall, Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham commencing at 7.30pm.           

Present:                 Cllr D Milsted (Mayor), Cllr S Joyce (Deputy Mayor) 

                                 Cllr R Arnold, Cllr Mrs Beckley, Cllr Mrs Booton, 
                          Cllr Mrs C Cornelius, Cllr C Dann, Cllr R Evill, 

                          Cllr A Frith, Cllr D Griffin, Cllr Mrs Hunt, 
                          Cllr Ms L Phillips, Cllr Mrs Pothecary, Cllr Mrs B Ridout,   

                          Cllr Mrs Robson and Cllr D Walsh.
Also present:    One members of the public
                          Miss Bisi Adenukle (Community Resource Worker).
Apologies:        Cllr M Lodge. 

Prior to the start of the formal meeting Police Constable Craig, Team Leader for the Gillingham Safer Neighbourhood Team, introduced himself to the members of Gillingham Town Council. 

106. To approve the minutes of the Full Town Council meeting held on Monday 28th November 2011. 
Cllr Frith proposed “that the minutes of the Full Town Council meeting held on the 28th November 2011 should be approved as a correct record of that meeting”. Cllr Mrs Pothecary seconded and the vote was unanimous.

107. Questions: There were no questions.
108. Declarations of Interest:-    
Cllr Milsted declared a personal interest in agenda item 5b  

Cllr Joyce declared a personal interest in agenda item 5a

Cllr Mrs Robson declared a personal interest in agenda item 5c
Cllr Mrs Ridout declared a personal interest in agenda item 5c
Cllr Walsh declared a personal interest in agenda item 5a and 5c
109. To receive reports from outside bodies and to make recommendations thereon:-

a. Joint Working Party (GTC/3RP/ Development Resource Worker) incorporating Three Rivers Community Partnership Board of Trustees, the Gillingham Community and Leisure Trust, Town Design Statement Steering Group, Town Plan Steering Gillingham Regeneration Group and Cpend 
Report from the Joint Working Party between Gillingham Town Council and Three Rivers Partnership as follows:- 
A meeting between the Joint Working Party has not been required this month, but detailed reports have been submitted by the individual groups as follows:-
109.  To receive reports from outside bodies – continued:-
Joint Working Party (GTC/3RP/ Development Resource Worker) – continued:-
1. Three Rivers Partnership - Nothing further to report this month.

2. Gillingham Community & Leisure Trust Ltd - Nothing further to report this month.
3. Gillingham Town Plan

· Last Town Plan meeting on 9th November 2011

· TP had a joint meeting with Gillingham TDS on 8th Dec. 2011

 Meeting 8th December - Report from Cllr S. Joyce: David Beaton informed the group that he had attended a "Wide Open Spaces Seminar" at Dorchester on the 6th of December. It was attended by approximately 30 people.

The meeting primarily dealt with the Art and Design aspect of town/city development as all of the speakers were connected with this in some way or another. Even though the information given was not always applicable to our town, he found it very interesting and worthwhile.

There was a lengthy discussion about the neighbourhood of Gillingham and whether satellite villages should be included within it. It was agreed that we should include villages within the area such as Kington Magna, Buckhorn  Weston etc etc but possibly settlements like Mere and Motcombe which look to Gillingham for some of its key services.

· It was therefore decided to invite the surrounding parishes to a meeting on Wednesday 11th of January.  The DAPTC will be advised of the event. Draft copy attached.

RECOMMENDATION:- Gillingham Town Council approve the Draft Letter to the surrounding parishes inviting them to attend a meeting on the 11th January 2012.
Cllr Joyce has added the following additional information - David Beaton (Chairman of the TDS) gave the TP group a report on the Public Consultation at the Town Hall, (which I have already reported on). David also pointed out that several of the visitors at the consultation said they could not comment properly as there was too much information to take in!. We therefore propose to place the document on the Town website stating it is closed for comments, but also stating that the document is still in DRAFT form.  

I brought to the groups attention the street furniture section in our document and possibly us being more specific about what type of furniture is appropriate for our town and what is not. We will discuss this with the Town Council as I believe this is their responsibility.

An application for the "Front Runner" funding scheme has been submitted regarding the Neighbourhood Plan.

David Beaton also informed the group that Frank Burton from Wyke has visited him and told him of his woodland proposal.  He has planted many trees in his plot of land below his bungalow and proposes to use this as a site where the public could come to a quiet place and pay their respects to there relatives. After some discussion the group felt it couldn't be included in the TDS without investigating any planning implications, which is of course, not part of our remit. It could however potentially become part of the new Conservation area of Wyke.
109. To receive reports from outside bodies  - continued:-

Joint Working Party (GTC/3RP/ Development Resource Worker) – continued:-

4. Gillingham Town Design Steering Group

· TDS had a public consultation on 4th & 5th Nov. which was well attended. Report available from David Beaton by email.
· Last Town Design Statement meeting on 1st Dec. 2011 with Sarah Jennings & Nicola Laszlo from NDDC in attendance.

· 1st Dec. Meeting report from Cllr S. Joyce: Sarah Jennings and Nicola Laszlo attended as promised. They said that the TDS will be "adopted as an evidenced based study, prepared by the local community, on an interim basis, pending its subsequent inclusion in the Neighbourhood Plan". It would go to  Planning Policy Panel in Mid-February 2012, would be presented to cabinet on the 19th of March, and go to Full Council on the 30th of March 2012. 

· Nicola Laszlo explained about the Strategic Site Allocation (SSA). This is a site that is important for the entire district and not just for Gillingham. Because of this the NDDC is in discussion with several developers,( who have already obtained "Options" on the land) from the landowners involved in the hope that the developers will work together to develop the whole site and therefore be able to deliver a coherent plan incorporating all the elements of infrastructure that Gillingham so desperately needs. She assured us that all the proper consultations will take place prior to any development so that the wishes of the community are taken into account. Basically, the difference between the pink and the blue shown on the neighbourhood plan map is that the SSA shaded in pink is led by the NDDC, whereas the blue area, Gillingham is taking the lead by means of the Neighbourhood Plan.

· With regards to completion and circulation of TDS; NDDC advised TDS group to produce a separate ‘Statement of Consultation’ to provide an audit trail from comments received during the November public consultation to a final draft - i.e. Specify changes made to the Final Draft TDS. A final draft TDS with Statement of Consultation should be available end Jan 2012. NDDC plan to review and approve the final draft as an interim evidenced based study at Full NDDC Council Meeting on 31 March 2012. Thereafter, information in the TDS will be translated into a Neighbourhood Plan.

· TDS Group would like to request GTC publish the final TDS on the GTC website.
· Next TDS meeting is on Wednesday 21st December 2011 at 7.30pm in the Community Office, Chantry Fields

5. Gillingham Town Centre Regeneration Action Group

RAG met on Monday 12th December 2011 – a report of this meeting, together with an Outline of the Annual Management Costs and Heads of Terms relating to a lease of the Town Meadows is attached for member’s information. 

RECOMMENDATIONS:

GILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL WILL NEED TO RESOLVE THE FOLLOWING MATTERS:-

1. Prepare to be the Tenants of the Lease, including solicitors fees
109. To receive reports from outside bodies  - continued:-

Joint Working Party (GTC/3RP/ Development Resource Worker) – continued:-

2. Agree the Heads of Terms of the Lease

3. Agree the Annual Management Costs and to under-right items 1 – 4 of the Annual Management Costs.
6. Dorset Community Worker (CRW)

Bisi gave a report to Full Council on 28th Nov. 2011 on her funding activities with local groups. A written report was submitted detailing funds raised to the end September 2011 of £25,843-00p. Quarterly reports to Full Council to follow.
7. Update CPEND

Last meeting 14th Dec. 2011 – Update to follow from Mark Hebditch.
An amended Draft Letter to the surrounding parishes, to the one issued with the agenda, was issued at table. 

Cllr Mrs Robson proposed “that the amended draft letter should be sent to the Clerks to the surrounding Parish Councils inviting representatives to attend a meeting on the 11th January 2012” Cllr Dann seconded and the vote was unanimous.
N.B: This to be carried out by the Town Plan Working Party.

Prior to the consideration of the recommendations contained in section 5 of the report Cllr Walsh declared a prejudicial interest and did not participate in the consideration of this item.  
Cllr Dann proposed “that Gillingham Town Council should agree to act as the tenant for the lease of the land at the Town Meadow site, from Hall and Woodhouse, accept responsibility for the legal fees involved with the preparation of the lease document, agree to the Heads of Terms of the Lease and the Annual Management Costs, and to under-right items 1 – 4 of the Annual Management Costs”.  Cllr Griffin seconded and the vote was unanimous.
Cllr Milsted thanked the Town Meadow Regeneration Group for what they have achieved.

The Town Clerk informed members that in the event of a planning application being required, it will be submitted by the Town Council, to take advantage of the reduced fee available to local councils.   
b. The Blackmore Vale Tourism Company Ltd 
Cllr Milsted informed members that there is a projected small loss for the current year, which means that the corporation tax paid in the previous two years can be reclaimed. 
c. Gillingham Chamber of Commerce & Industry - Cllr Walsh had nothing to report.
110. To receive the following Committee reports:-

a. Development Control Recommendations Committee interim meeting dated 28th November 2011.
Cllr Evill proposed “that the Development Control Recommendations Committee interim meeting report dated 28th November 2011 should be received and adopted.  Cllr Joyce seconded and the vote was unanimous.

110. To receive the following Committee reports - continued:-

b. Policy and Resources Committee Precept meeting  dated 12th December 2011.
Cllr Mrs Robson proposed “that the Policy and Resources Committee Precept meeting report dated 12th December 2011 should be received and adopted” Cllr Mrs Hunt  seconded and the vote was unanimous.

c. Staff and Salaries Committee dated 12th December 2011.
Cllr Dann proposed “that the Staff & Salaries Committee meeting report dated 12th December 2011 should be received and adopted” Cllr Mrs Robson seconded and the vote was unanimous.

111. To receive the Officers monthly report to members and to make recommendations thereon:-

The report was issued with the agenda for the meeting.

Cllr Mrs Robson referred to item 1, CCTV cameras, and the start of work to replace the receiving equipment.

The Office Manager confirmed that an external mast has been erected on the rear elevation of the police station, but to date the new receiving equipment has not been installed. The contractor will be contacted to establish the timetable for completing the installation    
112. To receive a letter from Mr Lambert regarding the Olympic torch route through Dorset and to make recommendations thereon:- 
The letter was issued with the agenda for the meeting.
Cllr Milsted updated members on the following arrangements for the Olympic Flame coming to Shaftesbury and the surrounding district.
Andy Waters will be the coordinator and will us the Shaftesbury school web site as a central information point for events during the week of the Olympic Flame coming to Shaftesbury and the surrounding district.

It is anticipated that the torch will arrive in Shaftesbury sometime in the morning of the 12th July possibly around 10am. LOCOG will be doing a final detailed run through of the route soon after Christmas and forward to everyone.

It is anticipated that there will be a rolling road closure for the torch. Viewing positions will be finalised once the exact route is known, consideration will be given to safety however we are keen to have as many children and young adults participating in supporting the torch on its journey.
There is a strict code in that the opportunity should not be used to advertise other products or events e.g. having banners which advertise a local business or their products. However LOCOG are keen that the event is as colourful as possible including the use of bunting/lights and music and dance to help make the event memorable. 
Shaftesbury TIC can be used as an information point to let people in the town know what is happening with your event during the week and Andy Waters at the Shaftesbury School will post it on the section of the School site.  Tim Cook, Mayor of Shaftesbury, will lead the civic side with Nicky Whitley at Shaftesbury Town Council.
Cllr Milsted confirmed that the route is from Salisbury to Weymouth using A class roads.  
Cllr Mrs Pothecary referred to the following comments in the letter:-

112. To receive a letter from Mr Lambert regarding the Olympic torch route through Dorset and to make recommendations thereon - continued:- 
Surely our Town Council is making strong representation to the relevant body to include us. I know that Gillingham is pretty untidy and dirty but could it not be cleaned up for the 12th July 2012 so that we can be included!

Civic pride is fast disappearing in the town and pretty soon it will be past the point of no return. Maybe we are not included in the “Torch Run" because somebody would have to run up hill to Shaftesbury or even worse, nobody is fit enough to get their running shoes on.

Stating “I feel the terminology used is unfortunate, especially the reference to the cleanliness of the town, as our Town Orderlies do a good job”. 

Cllr Milsted confirmed that he will respond to the letter from Mr Lambert. 

113. To receive the draft quarterly report for distribution to the local media and members of the public and to make recommendations thereon:- 
The report was issued with the agenda for the meeting.
The report was approved with two following amendments:-
To include the Mayors attendance at the Carnival on 8th October and the Mayor’s and Deputy Mayors attendance at the ‘Light up a Life Ceremony’ at  Orchard Park Garden Centre on 1st December 2011.
114. To receive a report from the Mayor on Civic Duties carried out since the October meeting of Full        Council 
The following report was issued with the agenda for the meeting:-
November 23rd
Performed the opening ceremony of Gillingham Direct, to the cheery accompaniment of Singing for the Brain next door. Only Gillingham can do things this way! Three pairs of scissors (provided by NDDC) were used at this event, one of which actually worked. The Mayor’s Allowance ran to the provision of some mildly alcoholic fizzy. 

November 25th
Attended the Gillingham Primary School Christmas Fayre, with the Town Crier, and declared it open (which it already was, of course). I got the Mayoress something for her Christmas stocking (but don’t tell her as she still believes in Father Christmas and is desperately trying to be good).

December 1st
Very honoured to perform the lighting-up ceremony at the Weldmar Hospice ‘Light Up A Life’ event at Orchard Park. Pouring rain did not deter a large gathering (and the Imperial Silver Band, and the Wincantores Choir) from giving the event ‘full welly’. 

December 2nd
With the Mayoress and amidst a fine, nagging drizzle and a pleasingly large crowd, switched on the Gillingham Christmas lights on the Big Tree on the Town Green by the magic of telekinesis, with assistance from Simon Dobie. The Imperial Silver Band blew a tuneful blast, about 250 people (I guess) sang their lungs out, Father Christmas attended (the Mayoress was SO thrilled!), the children’s Fancy Dress was judged, and a convivial time was had at the Methodist Church afterwards. Congratulations to the Festive Lighting Working Party (and the Town Clerk. Office manager and the Mayor’s Secretary) for a successful event.

December 4th
Attended the Verwood Town Council Christmas Civic Reception with the Mayoress. This event is renowned throughout Dorset for the magnificence of its food (quite rightly, at £28 per plate!) and the quality of its musical entertainment, this year provided by the Dorset Youth Jazz Band. They don’t do things by halves in Verwood!

114. To receive a report from the Mayor on Civic Duties carried out since the October meeting of Full        Council – continued:- 
December 8th With the Mayoress, I attended the NDDC Civic Carol Service at St Peter’s Church, Pimperne, and enjoyed a very stimulating sermon from the Rector.

December 9th With the Mayoress, enjoyed the revived Gillingham Town Council Christmas Dinner.

December 10th
Attended the training session of the Gillingham Football Club youth teams. Keep an eye on the Under-9 team – they are stupendous!

December 13th I had the great honour of attending the 100th birthday celebrations of Mrs Dora Sims, at St Martins residential home and giving her a basket of flowers from all of us at the Town Council. With her son and grand-daughter, Mrs Sims was in great form as she opened her card from The Queen, and her telegram from the Secretary of State for Work & Pensions. The staff at St Martins did her proud. Mrs Sims was born in Todber, then lived in East Stour, and in 1947 moved with her husband to Railway Terrace; just four years ago she moved into St Martins. She was 23 years old when her husband, then a bricklayer, put in the foundations of Lodbourne Terrace in 1925. 22 years later he plucked up the courage to take out a mortgage on a house that cost £250.

Forthcoming events in December:-
December 17th
Shaftesbury Civic Carol Service

December 18th
Gillingham Civic Carol Service – a record number of Civic Dignitaries attending.

December 21st Rotary Club Christmas Dinner

PLUS ….  An unknown number of Nativity Plays that I don’t know about yet (possibly).

CHRISTMAS CARDS

Members will have received this year’s ‘official’ Christmas card, a photo of St Mary’s Church in the snow taken by Julie on Christmas Eve last year. A record number of these is being sent out this year as I wish to thank personally all those who have made our War Memorial appeal such a success, including all those who donated lots for the auction back in October. There is a VERY long list of these people!

We are very lucky to have so many people in Gillingham (and beyond) who support our efforts and give so generously of their time – and, let’s face it, money – to support our town’s many community efforts. I am particularly lucky to ‘preside’, as Mayor, over such a resounding success story and such a splendid group of Town Councillors and Staff. Together, we do our residents proud. It is a continuing pleasure to chair our productive Full Council meetings. Thank you.
Cllr Milsted read a letter to the meeting from the daughter of Mrs Dora Sims, thanking him for the visit to her mother on her 100th birthday. 
115. To receive in writing matters pertinent to this meeting – There were no matters pertinent..
Closure - The meeting closed at 8.00pm.
County Cllr David Milsted presented the following report:- 

COUNTY

There was a so-called ‘Budget Workshop’ lasting 2 hours, but as this has always been a ‘we talk, you listen; you suggest, we ignore’ event, I found I had better things to do this year. In February there will be the usual Pantomime Debate when we will take 2-3 hours to agree, by a vote on Party lines, a budget decided many months ago, behind closed doors, by the handful of councillors who constitute the Cabinet.

County Cllr David Milsted presented the following report - continued:- 

Meanwhile, we learned that the cost of the new Queen Elizabeth School in Wimborne will be at least £55.5m. The original budget was £30m. Gillingham School’s Wagner Block rebuilding plan was one of many to be scrapped as a sacrifice to the spiralling over-run of the Wimborne project.

I am not permitted to share with the public the ghastly details of this particular fiasco.

FIRE AUTHORITY

On December 12th I chaired the first of many meetings of the Community Risk Reduction Group, in order to bring forward proposals to cope with funding reductions of up to 25% in 2013-15. This will involve a radical restructuring of the Fire Service but I was pleased to note that even the worst-case scenario will NOT mean redundancies among Firefighters.

It was agreed that I would write, with the Chief Fire Officer, to the Fire Brigades Union inviting them to take part in our work as active participants. I will place my letter to the FBU on the record. None of the options we are pursuing will affect the Retained Service Stations, of which Gillingham is one.

Cllr Milsted informed members that he has recently attended a quarterly meeting of the Fire Commission when the installation of sprinkler systems in new build public buildings and multiple occupancy residential premises was discussed.  

Cllr Milsted referred to Lychett Mattravers School, which has been rebuilt following a fire without a sprinkler system being installed.  
Cllr Milsted stated “the Fire Authorities have agreed to set up a Working Party to campaign for the government to introduce legislation as part of the building regulations for new build public buildings and multiple occupancy buildings.   

District Cllrs reports.
a.  District Cllr David Milsted presented the following report:-
BUDGET WORKSHOP, 30th NOVEMBER

As Scrutiny Chairman I presided over the annual Budget Workshop, facilitated by the excellent Helen Watson, and this year attended by a record number of people including representatives of Town & Parish Councils and Community Partnerships. In an all-day (9am to 4.30pm) event, discussions ranged across the Medium Term Financial Plan and the Capital Programme, as well as the immediate issues of the 2012-13 Revenue Budget and the Council Tax.

Of most interest were the discussions around the ‘Council Tax Freeze’ for 2012-13. This year’s freeze grant, equivalent to a 2.5% increase, will be maintained for the next 3 years. But next year’s proposed 2.5% Freeze Grant is a one-off. As NDDC is a council with a very low ‘precept’, discussions centred on whether it could afford to fall further behind by accepting the Freeze Grant, or whether it should increase its Council Tax base next year. The overall vote was 2-to1 in favour of refusing the grant, and putting the Council Tax up instead, by between 2.5 and 3%. Given that NDDC’s CT element is about £105-00p, this would mean an increase at Band D of about 6p a week – not a lot of money, but a significant action nonetheless. It will be interesting to see what the Council decides to do at February’s Budget Meeting.

For the record, in my sub-group I voted to put CT up by 2.5%, but I was outnumbered 6-1 by those who favoured 3%. The Government has since announced that it will regard an increase of over 3.5% as ‘excessive’, thereby triggering a Referendum (cost =£80,000) under the provisions of the Localism (sic) Act.

The ability to spend all day having free-ranging discussions, regardless of so-called Political Boundaries, and to know that our opinions really matter, is one of the joys of being a District Councillor in North Dorset. To be a ‘leading member’ of such a council is a very special pleasure. Our residents benefit from this, in my 
District Cllrs reports – continued:-
opinion.

It should be noted by everyone that NDDC’s Capital Fund will run out of money about halfway through 2012. After this, NDDC will have to sell off its few remaining assets, or start to borrow money for Capital projects such as the replacement of vehicles, computers, and so on …or (more likely) do both. The £24.5m NDDC banked, back in 1994, from the sale of its Council Houses has finally run out. Much of it, to NDDC’s great credit, has been spent in order to facilitate the building of new Affordable Housing -- £900,000 per annum (= 90 new affordable homes) in recent years.
b.  Cllr Mrs Pothecary informed members that she had attended an NDDC Cabinet meeting earlier in the day when the draft Economic Development Consultation and the draft Housing Strategy Consultation documents had been approved.  The consultation will run until the 31st March 2012.  

c.  Cllr Mrs Hunt had nothing to report.

d.  District Cllr Walsh presented the following report:-
Political Management Panel 24th November - The proposed parliamentary boundary changes were discussed.

Full Council 25th November - Sadly I had to give my apologies for missing this meeting as I was hosting the 1st Birthday celebrations of Gillingham Job Club.
Budget Workshop 30th November - This was a very interesting and important session with Helen Watson. As councillors representing our constituents it is imperative for us to have a grounded knowledge on the subject of how moneys are accrued and spent at the District Council level just as it is for Town Councillors to have an understanding of how the Precept is set.
Thankfully I remembered from one of our induction days, many, many, many months ago the difference between Revenue and Capital and what they mean in the world of the “Local Authority”.

I found the workshop truly fascinating, especially when we were put into the position within our small groups, of answering the important questions of how we would spend the money available and whether we would borrow or sell assets to cover any short fall, knowing the effects that our decisions would have upon the people of North Dorset.

There was a very serious side to the whole day, for though we do not know precisely how much money NDDC will have over the next term, through Government grants, New Homes Bonuses and Council Tax etc, we do know for certain that it will be less than we are working with now. New ways must therefore be found to provide the same services but with less money, thankfully this is a problem that NDDC has learnt to overcome in the past by forming Partnerships with neighbouring districts e.g. “The Waste Partnership”, enabling them to share running costs 
Media Skills Workshop 5th December 

This was a workshop that I attended in my role as spokesperson at Cabinet to Cllr Audrey Burch. Who if you have been following these reports, you will know holds the portfolio for Communities and is the link from NDDC to The Three Rivers, our Community Partnership Executive in North Dorset.

It was a very enjoyable, though terrifying day which we seemed to spend being interviewed in front of a camera or analysing the recordings of ourselves being interviewed on camera. I learnt a great deal about dealing with the media but must admit that I was the one he caught out by being more obstreperous, obnoxious and argumentative than I was.

“During role play I decided to take a Magistrates decision on a Planning Issue to appeal,

And the interviewer came back instantly with “So you are going to waste more Tax Payers money are you?”

District Cllrs reports – continued:-
To which I answered “Yes!” much to everyone’s amusement and my total embarrassment at finding myself in a corner that I couldn’t get out of.

Development Control Site Visit 6th December

There was only one site visit which was in Stalbridge.

Gypsy and Travellers (and Travelling Show people) Public Consultation 8th December

During the hours 10am – 1230pm a Public Consultation was held at Gillingham Town Hall, which was well attended by local people though 99% seemed to me to have come to ask questions relating to the site suggested at Plant World, Milton on Stour.

Not only was the morning well attended by local members of public but also by Senior Planning Officers from NDDC who were only too willing to answer the questions arising from such a contentious subject. At no point did they run to the hills, in fact I think that they showed themselves in a very good light

Policy Review Committee 14th December
Tomorrow I will be sacrificing my Christmas Lunch with the Citizens Advice Bureaux, (Yes I dare say I could cope with missing a meal) to attend a Policy Review Committee meeting at NDDC. This will be of particular interest to me as Chairman of Gillingham Job Club (www.gillinghamjobclub.co.uk) as one of the guests is a representative of “Job Centre Plus” who is coming to speak about the future of that organisation.  I pray that it will always have a future, Job Centre Plus is essential to North Dorset, with unemployment drastically on the increase and 40% of Dorset working in the Public Sector, which is taking such a hard hit.

I found out from Hilary Ritchie an hour ago at a meeting discussing unemployment and NEETs (such a cute word for something so horrific) that North Dorset was the second from bottom (bottom being the lowest) in a list of unemployment in this region; sadly we are now seventh from bottom.

On a happier note, at the end of September, the last quarter figures, Gillingham’s unemployment figures had gone down, which is why towns in Dorset, Wiltshire and Somerset have approached our Job Club to help them set up their own. “Thank you” to all of our hard working volunteers and a VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL

Public Questions – There were no public questions.
