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Full Council Meeting – 23rd January 2012 – continued:-
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GILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL FULL COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday 23rd January 2012 in the Civic Hall, Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham commencing at 7.30pm.           

Present:                 Cllr D Milsted (Mayor), Cllr S Joyce (Deputy Mayor) 

                                 Cllr R Arnold, Cllr Mrs Beckley, Cllr Mrs Booton, 
                          Cllr R Evill, Cllr D Griffin, Cllr Mrs Hunt, Cllr M Lodge, 
                          Cllr Mrs L Phillips, Cllr Mrs Pothecary, 
 
    Cllr Mrs B Ridout, Cllr Mrs Robson and Cllr D Walsh.
Also present:   District Cllr Adrian Shaw and 4 members of the public.
Apologies:      Cllr Dann and Cllr Frith.
116. To approve the minutes of the Full Town Council meeting held on Monday 19th December 2011 
Proposed by Cllr Robson and seconded by Cllr Walsh,  “that the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on the 19th December 2011, should be approved as a correct record of that meeting”. The vote was unanimous and the Chairman duly signed the minutes.

117. Questions  - There were no questions.
118. Declarations of Interest:-   
Cllr Joyce declared a personal interest in agenda items 5a. 
Cllr Lodge declared a personal interest in agenda items 5a. 
Cllr Milsted declared a personal interest in agenda item 5b. 

Cllr Walsh declared a personal interest in agenda items 5c.
Cllr Mrs Robson declared a personal interest in agenda item 5c.
Cllr Mrs Ridout declared a personal interest in agenda item 5c. 

119. To receive reports from outside bodies and to make recommendations thereon:-
a. Joint Working Party (GTC/3RP/ Development Resource Worker) incorporating Three Rivers Community Partnership Board of Trustees, the Gillingham Community and Leisure Trust, Town Design Statement Steering Group, Town Plan Steering Gillingham Regeneration Group and Cpend 
A meeting between the Joint Working Party has not been required this month, but detailed reports have been submitted by the individual groups as follows:-

1.   Gillingham Town Centre Regeneration Action Group - Gillingham Town Council, at a Policy  and Resources Meeting held on the 16th January 2012, agreed to recommend to the Full Council that GTC pay the Solicitor Fee’s, total approx. £780.00p towards the Lease of the Town Meadow from Hall & Woodhouse.

2.  Gillingham Community & Leisure Trust Ltd  - (Cllr M. Lodge- for the GC&LT )- The GC&LT Board continues to work on bringing the build contract for RiversMeet to a conclusion. Use of the RiversMeet Centre continues to expand, the agreement with DCC on the long term use of the Hub is being finalised.
119.  To receive reports from outside bodies  - continued-:-
2.  Gillingham Community & Leisure Trust Ltd – continued:-
On Friday 13th January the board met with local MP Bob Walter and discussed the real issues of being a successful social enterprise in the big society.

We have a board representative on the proposed Motcombe to Gillingham cycleway and will report on progress in the future.

3. Dorset Community Resource Worker (CRW) - Funding receipts report attached to this report.

4.  Gillingham Town Plan - Group is working on analysing responses to the Town Plan questionnaire and putting questionnaire online. Joint meetings, with the Gillingham Town Design Statement Steering Group will continue, to formulate a Neighbourhood Plan for Gillingham and Milton-on- Stour. The next meeting will be on Wenesday.25th January.  
TDS &TP UPDATES - JOINT MEETING 4THJANUARY  2012 – (up-date from Cllr S Joyce) - A letter was sent to all surrounding Parishes on 21st of December 2011 inviting them to attend a meeting on the 11th of January 2012 as we were keen to know who is interested in working in conjunction with us on a Neighbourhood Plan. We also thought it would be beneficial to devise a work action plan for our group. This should include analysing the data from the Town Plan questionnaires so far, and also data from any relevant legacy documents to give us a clearer picture.
Paul Slade from the TDS informed us all that he has nearly finished cross- referencing the TDS responses from the November public consultation into the draft Town Design document. Once this, and the additional work below has been done, he will then send it to the NDDC for a final review. We hope to finish this particular stage soon, before it is incorporated into the final Town Design Document. Our Next Joint meeting will be on the 25th of January 2012. If document has been approved by them we will go ahead and publish it. 

“GILLINGHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN GROUP” MEETING 11TH JAN 12 (Up-date from Cllr Joyce - A very worthwhile meeting with The Chantry Fields Community office “full to the brim” with people representing their respective parishes, (I think we will probably be using another larger room next time!) They all introduced themselves individually.  There were representatives from: Milton on Stour, Buckhorn Weston & Kington Magna, East Stour, The Stours, West Stour, Bourton, Silton, Mere, and Motcombe.  A representative from Fifehead Magdalen was unable to attend. The general consensus of opinion was that it would probably be beneficial to join forces, though some were wary of the work it would entail. As yet there is no concrete guidance on this aspect; however, the final core strategy is due to be published in April this year so by then we will know how to proceed.
It seems that most parishes have village plans so we hope to see guidance from the government and the NDDC about updating the existing plans and then converting them into a Neighbourhood Plan format. Other than Gillingham and Bourton, no other Design Statements have been produced.
It was suggested that a way forward in the meantime was for each parish to nominate a representative so that views of the people within their respective communities will be fed to them and then that information can be given to the Neighbourhood Plan Group. We could then perhaps prepare a questionnaire, (oh no!…….yet another one!) that would go out to all the parishes based on the feedback from the representatives. The questionnaires would be returned to the NP group who would publish the information provided and incorporate them into the Neighbourhood Plan.
A drop in session for Town and Parish Councillors was being held at the NDDC offices on Wednesday 18th January so that same could glean any up to date info’(if they wished to go) from the officers present about the Neighbourhood Plan. Another joint meeting with the Parishes will be held sometime in the near future.

5.  Gillingham Town Design Steering Group

Group updating existing draft of TDS following comments from NDDC and Public Consultation, to produce a ‘Statement of Consultation’ and a final draft for NDDC council approval.
119. To receive reports from outside bodies – continued:-
Town Design Steering Group Meeting -  10TH JAN ‘1.- Report from Cllr S Joyce
Paul had completed the responses to the questionnaires and printed them out for us to look at. The final version will be given to the Joint Neighbourhood Plan Groups and also to the Town Regeneration Group. Paul also showed us various other updates and relevant alterations he had done. The next stage towards the final document will be to proof-read all of the draft copy and correct any mistake.  He will then contact Sarah Jennings to find out the date on which we need to submit the draft document to the planning policy officers. Once the draft document has been approved by them we will go ahead and publish it. 

6.  Three Rivers Partnership
3RP hosted a meeting with Parishes under the 3RP umbrella on Weds. 11th Jan, it was well attended. Parishes expressed an interest in producing a Neighbourhood Plan and meeting again to plan how to get maximum coverage for Parishes. Steve Joyce, David Beaton & Simon Kidner to lead group with representatives from Parishes. Dorset County Council and NDDC are issuing a local transport survey. 3RP have been asked to circulate survey to local organisations. 
7. CPEND- Cllr Mrs Beckley issued the following update at table:- 
Neighborhood Plans - I attended a CPEND meeting at Guys Marsh Centre on Wednesday 11th January. Most of the meeting was taken up by a report by Sarah Jennings and Trevor Warwick about changes to National Planning Policy. Comprehensive notes were given out {available at the reception desk). John Rhodes who reported to NDDC on the draft report was a Gillingham School attendee.
There will be a shortage of funds at parish level for studies and plans. Towns should precept for referenda costs.  Peter Webb feels that Neighbourhood Plans are very bureaucratic. They need to emphasise quality as in design statements. Green spaces being made village greens can be protected in perpetuity. Neighbourhood plans will require 51% approval.
Public Transport -DCC is carrying out a bus route survey, including transport to local hospitals..An article is planned to go in the Blackmore Vale Magazine. A need has to be established for community transport bus routes otherwise they will be cut. 

Budget Scrutiny Workshop - There was a good attendance at the budget scrutiny workshop. The capital programme is under strain and borrowing may be needed .  Some revenue savings are achievable. 
Choice based lettings start in April. 

Economic Development Strategy - A survey will be carried out on Economic Development Strategy 2012-2015 and also on a new housing strategy.

Council Tax will probably have to rise and some benefits will be cut but not for pensioners.
Cllr Lodge referred to the joint DCC / NDDC Public Transport Survey stating “the coordinated survey will cover Gillingham and the surrounding parishes, starting in mid February with the target completion date the end of March. The results of the survey will be incorporated into the Local Transport Plan.  DCC has already been carrying out some surveys on bus use and this information will be included in the survey.   I will be attending a meeting of the North Dorset Community Partnerships on Friday, organised by NDDC, along with Mr Mark Hebditch and Community Worker Bisi Adelkunle”. 
Cllr Joyce informed the meeting that he will be meeting the NDDC Planning Officer, covering Gillingham, and will report back to the February meeting of the Full Council.  

b. The Blackmore Vale Tourism Company Ltd - Cllr Milsted had nothing to report 

c   Gillingham Chamber of Commerce & Industry - Cllr D Walsh had nothing to report as the Gillingham 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry had not met since the December meeting of Full Council. 
119. To receive reports from outside bodies  - continued:-
d. DAPTC – Cllr Mrs Beckley informed members that there are two DAPTC meetings this week. The first, on Tuesday evening, is a Northern Area meeting in the NDDC Council Chamber, which she will not be able to attend. An extensive report prepared by Sarah Jennings and Trevor Warwick on the National Planning Framework is available at the reception desk. 
Cllr Milsted stated “the National Planning Framework is still under review and subject to changes”.
120. To receive the following Committee reports:-
a. Development Control Recommendations Committee interim meeting dated 19th December 
      2011  and meeting  dated 9th January  2012. 
Cllr Evill proposed “that the Development Control Recommendations Committee interim meeting report dated 19th December 2011 and report dated 9th January 2012 should be received and adopted”.  Cllr Joyce seconded and the vote was unanimous.

      b.      General Purposes Committee meeting dated 3rd January 2012.
Cllr. Lodge proposed “that the General Purposes Committee report dated the 3rd January 2012 should be received and adopted” Cllr Walsh seconded and the vote was unanimous.

 c.      Policy and Resources Committee meeting dated 16th January 2012.
Cllr Mrs Robson proposed “that the Policy and Resources Committee report dated 16th January 2012 should be received and adopted” Cllr Mrs Hunt  seconded and the vote was unanimous.

d.      Staff and Salaries Committee dated 16th January 2012. 

Cllr Mrs Robson proposed “that the Staff & Salaries Committee report dated 16th January 2012 should be received and adopted” Cllr Joyce seconded and the vote was unanimous.

121. To receive the Officers monthly report to members and to make recommendations thereon:-

The report was issued with the agenda for the meeting. 

The Chairman informed members that the official grant offer had been received for the refurbishment of the War Memorial from English Heritage in the sum of £4,620.00p.  It was agreed that the Chairman of the Policy & Resources Committee and the Town Clerk should sign the documents and return, at the earliest convenience, to English Heritage.  
The Office Manager referred to the additional report in respect of the transfer of land from Persimmon Homes to GTC at Peacemarsh, which it is hoped will be completed within a three week period.  He had produced this information so that all members were aware of the Open Spaces Land and Play Areas together with the Commuted sum and additional Lump Sum of money that would be transferred to the town council and the itemised annual maintenance costs associated with it.  The costs for the repairs, and treatment of timber within the main play area will be established this week and, together with the fence repairs, can be met from the lump sum originally included for the erection of cattle proof fencing and gates, of £6,115-00p,  (as identified in a site inspection, carried out in approximately 2003, by the Community Partnership Open Spaces Group), as it has now been agreed that there is not a requirement for the cattle proof fencing.
It was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Robson, seconded by Cllr Mrs V Pothecary and unanimously agreed “that on receipt of the transfer documents, the Mayor and Town Clerk should officially sign and return them to the Solicitor”.

Cllr Mrs. Pothecary asked for all details regarding this land transfer to be documented for future information.

122. To receive an update from Cllr Milsted, on correspondence with the Chief Constable of Dorset Police and Robert Walter MP, regarding the availability of the 4 x 4 vehicle based at Gillingham Police Station. 
Cllr Milsted referred to an incident in December, at Milton-on-Stour, reported to the Town Council’s reception desk. The Community Police Officer was unable to attend as the only transport available was a pedal cycle or the 4 x 4 vehicle.  The Town Council was informed that the Dorset Police policy is not to make this vehicle available for use for incidents, such as the one reported, due to the high running costs for this vehicle.  The original request from Cllr Milsted for clarification, from the Chief Constable, on the policy for using this vehicle, was interpreted as a complaint and responded to accordingly. This matter has now been referred back to Superintendent Shawn Whitley, North Dorset Section Commander to investigate and report back with clarification of the policy for the use of this vehicle. 
123.  To receive a report from the Mayor on Civic Duties carried out since the December meeting of Full Council. 

16th December 2011 - Mayor and Mayoress attended the Milton-on-Stour Outdoor Carol Singing on a cold, wet, windy night. Deputy Mayor (as a Milton councillor) and Consort also present. The adverse weather was tempered by the warmth of the singing and the generous servings of hot spicy punch. Fortunately this proved to be very low in alcohol content, as the Mayor was stopped and breathalysed on his re-entry to Gillingham as part of the pre-Christmas ‘No Excuse’ campaign by Dorset Police. The Mayor passed the test.

(FACT: Over 1,000 drivers in Gillingham were stopped, at both ends of Gillingham, on the 15th, 16th, and 17th December, and 60 were breathalysed. All 60 tests proved negative. This is a compliment to Gillingham drivers as, across the rest of Dorset, positive tests were up about 20% on last year.)

17th December 2011 - Mayor and Mayoress attended the Shaftesbury Civic Carol service at St Peter’s Church. A very pleasant and enjoyable occasion, sadly attended by fewer than 50 people, was followed by a welcoming reception, hosted by Mayor Tim Cook, at the Town Hall.

18th December 2011 - Mayor and Mayoress ‘presided’ over the Gillingham Civic Carol service, organised by Gillingham Churches Together in association with the Town Council, which was attended by over 200 people (including the MP and the High Sheriff) and required every single available spare chair. Local people outnumbered Civic Dignitaries by about 3 to 1, and many of them packed into the Vicarage Schoolroom afterwards for wine and mince pies. The Rev Peter Greenwood conducted a very enjoyable service of lessons and carols, highlights among which were the contributions of the Primary Schools Choir and our very own Gillingham Arts Workshop. The collection raised £422.24 for the War Memorial fund. My thanks to the Town Council staff and St Mary’s Church for the success of this event, and to all those who attended it.

21st December 2011 - Mayor and Mayoress attended the Rotary Club Christmas Dinner at the Olive Bowl; Deputy Mayor and Consort attended as Rotarians. A very enjoyable evening during which we all had our pockets emptied for good causes.

2012 -
There have been no Civic events to date in 2012. On 29th January the Mayor is visiting North Dorset Rugby Football Club.
Cllr Milsted referred to the young offender who set light to the High Street public conveniences and has undertaken community service with the Town Council, as part of a Restorative Justice Programme. A report from Cllr Milsted, part written by the young person concerned, has been published in the Dorset Youth Offending Team Newsletter, using the pseudonym of Bruce, including the following extract:- 

Bruce was out with some of his mates when their ramblings through Gillingham found them at our public conveniences in the High Street car park.  Bruce inserted 20p in the door and what he did next cost £20,000-00p to repair. Bruce stuffed the space afforded by the ceiling light with toilet paper, and set fire to it... the result made him run away leaving some​body else to ring the Fire Service. In due course the entire toilet unit was destroyed, and Bruce was arrested. His 20p investment had suddenly earned him a potentially grim dividend.
123.  To receive a report from the Mayor on Civic Duties carried out since the December meeting of Full Council – continued:-
In the old days (which some people would still like to go back to) Bruce's crime would have landed him with a spell in Borstal, where he would have rubbed shoulders with seriously vicious people and would, in all probability, have ac​quired both the skills and the inclination to become seriously criminal.
Fortunately for us, times have changed. As Bruce's crime was one of arson, he was assigned first to attend a SPARC course run by Dorset Fire & Rescue Service. SPARC, which stands for Safer People and Responsible Communities, is an intensive 5-day Fire Training course for young people at risk of becoming serial offenders. Participants are re​quired to report each day at 7am for a whole day of Firelighter training, using the full kit (including breathing appara​tus) that a professional Firefighter would use. They are put through all the basic drills of an adult recruit, and do a Passing-Out display at the end. Dorset Fire Service provides a professional trainer for every two SPARC trainees and the average course has 10 participants. Each 5-day course costs £10,000 to run - a hefty investment but, given that the re-offending rate of participants is just 10%, it seems a small enough price to pay for ensuring that 9 out of 10 par​ticipants commit no further crimes.
SPARC wasn't the end of it for Bruce. He went on to do Community Service with the Ground Staff of Gillingham Town Council, joining in the work of the men and women who make sure our town is a pleasant place to be. It has been my privilege, as Mayor, to oversee this part of Bruce's rehabilitation and to speak to him at the beginning and end of it-Most teenagers are not in the habit of sparing a thought for other people and seeing things from their point of view; well, Bruce does now. I have spoken to the staff who worked with him. It's probably true to say that they weren't ex​actly cock-a-hoop at the thought of supervising a young arsonist for 6 months but they now tell me it was worth every moment, and they'd be happy to repeat the experience.
It wasn't just that Bruce performed the tasks assigned (pruning, flowerbed weeding, grave tidying, litter-picking and so on), what impressed them was that, after a few sessions, he started to do good and useful things on his own initiative. For example, he noted that there was an enclosed grave that had suffered subsidence and was totally overgrown with brambles. The following Saturday, without Council staff present, he took his supervisor there and got rid of all the brambles, and put topsoil on the grave to make it level. This is something he can look at and say, "I did that." It was a small, but very significant, investment in the community on his part.
I don't think Bruce will offend again. I do think he has done a lot of growing-up in the last few months. I think it's a fair bet that he will pass on to others the lessons he has learned. Bruce has become a citizen, and can now get on with the difficult job of growing up properly.
Cllr Milsted stated “the process involved a considerable input by a number of people, including members of the Dorset Youth Offending Team and our own grounds staff. The outcome is a success for the Restorative Justice Process”.    
124. To receive in writing matters pertinent to this meeting. 
a.  Cllr Mrs Robson informed the meeting that the Chairman of the Shaftesbury Westminster Memorial Hospital League of Friends has advised her, that the target set for the Scanner Appeal has been met and the work should start fairly soon.   
The Meeting closed at 7.52pm.

Public Questions - There were no public questions.
County Cllr Report

County Cllr David Milsted presented the following report:-

All Change for Home Care Providers
DCC have made a new ‘offer’ to local Care Providers to provide Home Care for our elderly and vulnerable people. As a result, the number of Care Providers will be drastically reduced from April 1st. A number of well-known Care Providers in Gillingham – including Gillingham-based Carewatch (Wessex), for whom my wife works – did not bid for work under this new contract, saying that the money on offer from DCC did not cover their costs for providing high levels of training and professional qualification, and that in their opinion the offer would only prove attractive to companies who provided unacceptably low levels, eg their carers were not paid to attend training sessions, hence these sessions could not be made compulsory, and that they did not provide funding for their employees to gain professional qualifications, eg NVQ up to Level 4.

It is DCC policy to transfer all Domiciliary Care to the private sector under this new contract.

I have expressed concerns to the Executive Advisory Panel on Adult Social Care (of which I’m a member) along these lines, having called for report to be provided on this subject. I also have concerns regarding the ability of the few companies selected to recruit and train sufficient numbers of employees to provide a decent, reliable service.

I have received the following assurances:

· Where a change of Care Provider will cause distress to a Service User (eg because he/she has become attached to the staff who work with them), DCC will continue to pay the original Care Provider at the current rate, even though they are not on the new list, for as long as the Service User continues to express a preference for receiving care from them.

· Those Service Users who receive Direct Payments, and are free to choose their own care, will be able to continue getting it from the Care Provider of their choice regardless of whether that company is on the new list. It is expected that those Care Providers who currently supply care, and are not on the new list, will urge their Service Users to sign up to Direct Payments in order for this to happen.

· The new contracts are ‘whole cloth’, ie any failure to deliver to an acceptable standard, in any way and in any place in Dorset, will result in that company losing its entire DCC contract.

· DCC will monitor the new companies to ensure they have sufficient staff to deliver the service.

· There will be no ‘big bang’ on April 1st; Service Users will be transferred to the new Providers as an when they are due for a review of their Care Package.

Even so, I have grave doubts (given what I know) as to whether this new system will succeed in providing a decent, reliable level of care and dignity to local elderly and vulnerable people. I would ask everyone who reads this, and who knows a person receiving DCC-funded care (or who is one), to let me know immediately if they think it is not up to standard. I will be vigorous and vociferous in pursuing any complaint.

For the record
The three new DCC approved Care Providers in North Dorset are: Altogether Care Ltd., Essential Nursing and Care Services, and Candlelight Care.

FIRE AUTHORITY

Fire Commission: Sprinklers
Strange as it may seem, there is still no requirement for new public and commercial buildings to have built-in sprinkler systems. A built-in sprinkler system costs less than carpeting, is selective (ie, only works in the affected area, not across the whole building) and saves lives and property: about £3.5m is lost to the 
County Cllr Report – continued:-
economy every day as the result of fires in ‘unsprinkled’ buildings. In the UK, two schools per week burn down. Dorset Fire Authority has taken the lead in promoting a change to legislation on this matter.

Such is the frustration felt by the LGA Fire Commission at the Government’s refusal to deal with this through new Building Regulations, the December meeting agreed to set up a ‘task and finish’ group to formulate a policy and a lobbying strategy to put this right. The membership of this group, representing all 45 Fire Authorities, was agreed as two Conservatives, one Labour, and one Lib Dem in order to ensure an all-Party approach and campaign.

I was elected as the Lib Dem. Our first meeting (of three) is next week.

District Cllr reports:-
a.  District Cllr David Milsted presented the following report:-
Review of Personal Care for the Elderly and Vulnerable in Hospital

At our latest meeting, the Policy Review Committee heard evidence from Yeovil Hospital, mostly from its Deputy Director of Nursing. Her evidence, which she gave across one-and-a-half hours, was comprehensive and remarkable for its admission (which we have not heard from any other witness) that the best policy in the world is no guarantee that, from time to time, terrible mistakes will not be made. It was refreshing to hear this acknowledgement of a universal truth.

A Working Party of the Committee will now ‘go public’, hearing evidence from those who have first-hand experience of the standards of personal are in our three main hospitals from January 2010 onwards. We will hold a meeting in each of the five towns of North Dorset, and they will be advertised in the BVM.

My next report in February will be mostly about Budgets … and Council Tax.
b.    District Cllr David Walsh presented the following report:-

Development Control Site Visits 2nd January - There were no Site Visits Scheduled for this day.

Policy Review Committee 11th January - A very informative meeting with 3 members of Yeovil Hospital and a representative of the Patients association present. 

Yeovil had recently been assessed for their CQC (Care Quality Commission) www.cqc.org.uk/ and they were very open about short fallings that were highlighted through this and what was being done to address them. The structure of the meeting made for a very open Q &A session.
Cached - Similar Development Control 17th January -

There was one application for Gillingham; Malt House Residential Home, Bay Road, Gillingham. Though planning permission had been granted 2 years ago (to “Demolish existing dwelling (Broadlands) and erect 28 bed dementia care wing, with link to the existing malthouse residential care home.”) the Section 106 agreement to secure the commitment to the continual updating and implementation of the Travel Plan as required by the Committee’s in its resolution to grant permission was still outstanding.

The Planning Officer informed the Committee that the S106 Agreement was being finalised this week and the commitment would be secured, therefore Planning permission was not rescinded. There will be a Service Review meeting today looking at the following:-
PERFORMANCE OF CONSULTATIONS USED TO DELIVER THE GYPSY AND TRAVELLER CONSULTATION 
EVENTS UPDATE ON PERFORMANCE OF THE STOUR VALLEY PARTNERSHIP (SVP) 
District Cllr reports - continued:-
b.    District Cllr David Walsh presented the following report - continued:-

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
REVIEW OFTHE DORSETFORYOU WEB SITE 

I will give an update on this next month.

c.  Cllr Mrs Pothecary presented the following report:-

I attended the Policy Review scrutiny committee meeting on 11th January with Cllrs Milsted, Mrs Hunt and Walsh, and sat in on the Economy Portfolio Holder's monthly meeting update with officers on 12th.
Deborah Croney was due to attend a Leadership Academy Strategic Planning and Delivery training course at Warwick. Unfortunately she was unable to attend and asked me to stand in for her. The training was very informative and we focused on the Localism Act, Neighbourhood Plans, and the draft National Planning Policy, Framework. This training meant that I  missed the Development Control meeting.
 Today I sat in on the monthly Cabinet meeting.  
d.  Cllr Mrs Hunt informed members that, as the Deputy Chairman at NDDC, she had represented the Leader Col Mike Oliver at two carol services and a funeral service.  She attended the Team North Dorset Programme Board meeting together with Cllr S Joyce and the Town Clerk.  This meeting mainly focused on issues and key projects in Sturminster Newton.
e.  District Cllr Adrian Shaw had nothing to report. 
