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ANNUAL COUNCIL – Tuesday 27th MAY 2008 – continued:-
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Gillingham Town Council

The Town Hall, School Road,

Gillingham. Dorset. SP8 4QR

Tel: 01747 823588     Email: GillinghamTC@aol.com
GILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

‘ANNUAL COUNCIL’

Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on Tuesday 27th May 2008 at 7.30 p.m. in the Civic Hall Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham 

Present:                    Cllr I Stewart (Mayor), Cllr R Evill, (Deputy Mayor), 

                                  Cllr Mrs A Beckley, Cllr Mrs Bell, Cllr Mrs Booton,

                                  Cllr Dicker, Cllr F Evill, Cllr D Griffin, Cllr Mrs S Hunt, Cllr S Joyce, Cllr M Lodge, Cllr B Millichamp, 

                                  Cllr Mrs A M Meijerink-Parker and Cllr Mrs J Robson
Also present:           37 members of the public.

Apologies:

   Cllrs C Dann, D Milsted and Mrs V Pothecary.

The meeting was opened with a prayer.

192.  To formally invite the “Mayor Elect” to accept the office of Mayor for the Council Year 2008-2009 and to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

The Town Clerk invited Cllr Stewart to accept the office of Mayor for the coming year.  Cllr Stewart accepted the badge of office from the retiring Mayor, Cllr Brian Millichamp, and duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as the Mayor of Gillingham for 2008-2009.  
Cllr Stewart made the following acceptance speech:- 

Ladies and Gentlemen
Thank you for joining me today as I become Mayor of Gillingham. When I joined the Council I never expected such an honour and I am deeply touched by the support of my fellow councillors in entrusting me with this responsibility. I would like to thank Brian and Myra for all their hard work representing the Town this year and for giving me so little to do as Deputy Mayor.

192.  To formally invite the “Mayor Elect” to accept the office of Mayor for the Council Year 2008-2009 and to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office – continued:-

But to work

The Government has decreed that our smaller Town and Parish councils should take on more work delivering services to the community, going back to the days when towns and parishes were important, and the people had representatives that had the powers to make a difference.

Town and Parish councillors are the most accessible representatives in our political system and our councillors have proven, over the years, their commitment to the people of Gillingham. I believe the next two years will test this commitment to the limit as we will be expected to take on the delivery of more and more services to our community.
We have already taken on Street Cleaning.  We provide this service for Stalbridge. We now have agreements with two other local councils to provide ground management services. We will, with the Three Rivers Partnership, be taking over District Council owned public spaces and play areas and we will be taking over the operation of the town’s public toilets.

Without doubt the biggest challenge for us all will be the rebuilding of our leisure centre and the addition of a community centre which we first asked for in 1896. This is up to us and our surrounding parishes. The District Council can do no more and the County Council has proven once again they aren't interested in providing moral let alone financial support. £4million is available but the project needs to raise a further £2million from funding organisations and the community. For this reason I will be dedicating all my Mayoral fund raising activities to this project. We built a pool before and we can do it again.

With the Three Rivers Partnership, our community partnership, we have a real and achievable programme to replace the centre and to provide a new community facility

I emphasise the "OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP" because working together is the only solution.

Under current legislation we are limited to where we can raise funds; similarly the partnership is also restricted on where they can raise funds. Fortunately they're not in the same areas so we can maximise the money coming into the community as a whole.

Our old leisure centre was built with the heart of the war generation. We have a duty to put this heart back so I call on all the people of Gillingham and all those representing it -all our neighbouring parishes and their representatives -all businesses in the area -and all those voluntary organisations and their supporters to rally round and give their help; skill; time; money; enthusiasm and dedication to this purpose.
The Mayor then invited his wife to accept the office of Mayoress, and duly bestowed the badge of office on Mrs Elaine Stewart as Mayoress of Gillingham. 

193.  To formally invite the Deputy Mayor elect to accept the office of  Deputy Mayor for the Council Year 2008-2009 and to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

The Town Clerk invited Cllr Rupert Evill to take office as Deputy Mayor for the coming year. 

Cllr R Evill duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as the Deputy Mayor of Gillingham for 2008 -2009.  
Cllr R Evill thanked his fellow Councillors for bestowing this honour upon him stating he was deeply honoured and that he would support the Mayor and carry out the duties of Deputy Mayor to the best of his ability.

194.  To receive apologies for absence:-  Cllr Dann, Cllr Milsted and Cllr Mrs Pothecary  
               

Proposed by Cllr Lodge, and seconded by Cllr Griffin, the apologies from Cllr Dann, Cllr Milsted and Cllr Mrs Pothecary  were unanimously accepted. 
195. To approve the minutes of the last meeting of the Full Town Council held on 28th April 2008

Cllr Mrs Robson proposed “the minutes of the meeting held on April 28th 2008 should be approved as a correct record of that meeting”. Cllr Mrs Booton seconded and the vote was unanimous.

196.  Questions:-  There were no questions.

197.  Declarations of Interest:- There were no Declarations of Interest.

198.  Appointment of Committees and Chairman/Deputy Chairman (Each Committee to include, ex-officio, the Mayor and Deputy Mayor)

The Town Clerk explained to the meeting the procedure for the appointment of members to the Committees. A draft list of committee membership, compiled from the preference slips submitted by members, was issued with the agenda for the meeting.

Appointment of Committees and Chairman/Deputy Chairman continued:-

a. General Purposes .

(i). Committee. Cllr R Evill   proposed “that the following Members should be appointed to the General Purposes Committee”. Cllr Dicker seconded and the vote was unanimous.

	Cllr rupert evill

	CLLR MRS  EMILY BOOTON

	CLLR ROBERT  DICKER 

	CLLR DENNIS GRIFFIN

	CLLR MRS SU HUNT

	CLLR  MICHAEL LODGE

	CLLR DAVID MILSTED

	CLLR  MRS ANNE-MARIE MEIJERINK-PARKER 

	CLLR MRS VAL POTHECARY

	CLLR IAN STEWART

	VACANCY


(ii). Chairman. Cllr R Evill proposed “that Cllr  Lodge  should be elected as Chairman of the General Purposes Committee for the Year 2008/2009” Cllr Mrs Hunt seconded and the vote, by committee members only, was unanimous. 

Cllr Lodge was unanimously appointed as Chairman by the members of the General Purposes Committee.

(iii).Deputy Chairman.  Cllr Mrs Meijerink-Parker proposed “that Cllr Griffin should be elected as Deputy Chairman of the General Purposes Committee for the Year 2008/2009”. Cllr Mrs Hunt seconded and the vote, by committee members only, was unanimous. 

Cllr Griffin was unanimously appointed as Deputy Chairman by the members of the General Purposes Committee.

198.  Appointment of Committees and Chairman/Deputy Chairman (Each Committee to include, ex-officio, the Mayor and Deputy Mayor) – continued:-

b. Development Control Recommendations Committee. 

(i). Committee.  Cllr Millichamp proposed that “that the following Members should be appointed to the Development Control Recommendations Committee” Cllr Mrs Meijerink Parker seconded and the vote was unanimous.

	CLLR  MRS ANNE BECKLEY

	CLLR MRS BOOTON

	CLLR COLIN DANN

	CLLR ROBERT DICKER

	CLLR FRED EVILL

	CLLR RUPERT EVILL

	CLLR  STEPHEN JOYCE

	CLLR  BRIAN MILLICHAMP

	CLLR  MICHAEL LODGE

	CLLR  MRS JANET ROBSON

	CLLR  IAN STEWART


(ii). Chairman. 

Cllr Lodge proposed “that Cllr Millichamp should be elected as the Chairman of the Development Control Recommendations Committee for the Year 2008/2009”.  Cllr F Evill seconded and the vote, by committee members only, was unanimous. 

Cllr Millichamp was unanimously appointed as Chairman by the Development Control Recommendations Committee.

(iii).Deputy Chairman. Cllr Millichamp proposed that “that Cllr F Evill should be elected as the Deputy Chairman of the Development Control Recommendations Committee for the Year 2007/2008”.  Cllr Lodge seconded and the vote by committee members only was unanimous. 

Cllr F Evill was duly elected as Deputy Chairman by the Development Control Recommendations Committee.

c. Policy and Resources (To include the elected Chairman of each of General Purposes and the Development Control Recommendations Committees)

(i). Committee 

Cllr Mrs Robson proposed “that the following members should be appointed to the Policy and Resources Committee”. Cllr Mrs Bell seconded and the vote was unanimous.

	Cllr mrs beckley

	cllr MRS BELL

	CLLR MRS BOOTON

	CLLR FRED EVILL

	CLLR RUPERT EVILL

	CLLR MRS HUNT

	CLLR M LODGE

	CLLR BRIAN MILLICHAMP

	CLLR DAVID MILSTED

	CLLR MRS MEIJERINK PARKER

	CLLR MRS ROBSON

	CLLR IAN STEWART


198.  Appointment of Committees and Chairman/Deputy Chairman (Each Committee to include, ex-officio, the Mayor and Deputy Mayor) – continued:-

(ii).Chairman. 

a).  Cllr Mrs Robson proposed “that Cllr Mrs Hunt should be elected as Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee” Cllr Lodge seconded. The vote by committee members only, was unanimous.   

Cllr Mrs Hunt was declared the Chairman, Policy and Resources Committee for the Year 2008/2009.

(iii). Deputy Chairman. 

(a).  Cllr Mrs Hunt  proposed  “that  Cllr Mrs Robson should be elected as the Deputy Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee for 2008-2009”. Cllr Mrs Booton seconded. The vote, by committee members only, was unanimous. 

Cllr Mrs Robson was declared the Deputy Chairman by the members of the Policy and Resources Committee for the Year 2008/2009.

d. Staff and Salaries 

(i). Committee 

Cllr Mr Dicker proposed “that the following members should be appointed to the Staff and Salaries committee”. Cllr Mrs Robson seconded and the vote was unanimous. 

	CLLR  COLIN DANN

	CLLR  MRS SU HUNT

	CLLR  BRIAN MILLICHAMP

	CLLR  MRS JANET ROBSON

	CLLR  IAN STEWART


(ii).Chairman. 

a). Cllr Mrs Hunt proposed  “that Cllr Mrs Robson should be elected as Chairman of the Staff and Salaries Committee” Cllr Stewart  seconded and the vote was unanimous. (Committee members only).

Cllr Mrs Hunt was unanimously declared the Chairman, Staff and Salaries Committee for the Year 2008/2009.

(iii). Deputy Chairman. 

(a). Cllr Mrs Robson  proposed “that Cllr Mr Hunt should be elected as the Deputy Chairman of the Staff and Salaries Committee 2008-2009”. Cllr R Evill seconded and the vote was unanimous.

Cllr Mr Hunt was unanimously appointed as Deputy Chairman by the members of the Staff and Salaries Committee for the Year 2008/2009.

199.  To determine the Appointments to Other Organisations 

Cllr. Mrs Hunt informed members that she could no longer represent GTC on the Gillingham Youth Centre as she was now the representative from the District Council. 

199.  To determine the Appointments to Other Organisations – continued:-

Cllr Stewart proposed “that the following members should be appointed to the Gillingham Youth Centre” Cllr Mrs Robson seconded and the vote was unanimous.  

	ser
	organisation:
	MEMBER(S) APPOINTED

	1. 
	Gillingham Youth Centre Management
	Cllr Lodge / Cllr Mrs Meijerink Parker 


Cllr Mr Robson proposed “that the following members should be appointed to Other Organisations” Cllr Griffin seconded and the vote was unanimous.  

	ser
	organisation:
	MEMBER(S) APPOINTED

	2. 
	Gillingham Youth Assembly
	Cllr Mrs Hunt / Cllr R Evill / Cllr M Lodge

	3. 
	North Dorset Area Youth Assembly
	Cllr Mrs Hunt / Cllr Lodge/ Cllr Mrs Meijerink Parker

	4. 
	Gillingham Day Club
	Cllr Mrs Robson

	5. 
	Read’s Charity
	Cllr Mrs Hunt / Cllr Mrs Robson / Cllr D Milsted / Mrs S Dobie / Mrs J Hansford

	6. 
	North Dorset Partnership Steering Group
	Cllr Stewart

	7. 
	History Society
	Cllr Mrs Beckley

	8. 
	Footpath Liaison
	Cllr Millichamp

	9. 
	Transport Liaison
	Cllr Mrs A-M Meijerink-Parker / Cllr Lodge

	10. 
	Industrial Liaison
	Cllr Stewart 

	11. 
	Environment Officer
	Cllr Mrs Beckley

	12. 
	Tree Officer 
	Mrs Trudi Geen

	13. 
	Crime Prevention Panel
	Cllr Milsted / Cllr M Lodge 

	14. 
	Stour Vale Hydro Group
	Cllr Mrs Beckley 

	15. 
	Education Liaison
	Cllr Mrs Robson

	16. 
	Gillingham in Bloom
	Cllr Mrs Hunt / Cllr Mrs Pothecary / Cllr Mrs 

	17. 
	DAPTC
	Cllr I Stewart / Cllr Mrs Beckley

	18. 
	Blackmore Vale Tourism & Dev Co Ltd
	Cllr Dicker

	19. 
	Dorset Age Partnership
	Cllr Mrs Bell

	20. 
	Joint Executive Working Party 
	Cllr Stewart / Cllr R Evill / Cllr Griffin (and Town.Clerk)


Cllr Mrs Meijerink Parker referred to the lack of a representation on the Gillingham Seniors Forum. 

The Town Clerk confirmed that should the Seniors Forum wish to have a representation from the Town Council at their meetings then a formal written request should be submitted. 

Cllr Mrs Robson referred to the lack of a representation on the Gillingham Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

Cllr Stewart confirmed that should the Gillingham Chamber of Commerce and Industry ask for a representative then the Town council will supply one.  

200.  To receive the following committee reports.

a. Development Control Recommendations Committee interim meeting dated 28th April 2008 and Development Control Recommendations Committee meeting dated 12th May 2008.

Cllr B Millichamp proposed “that the Development Control Recommendations Committee interim meeting report dated 28th April 2008 and Development Control Recommendations 

200.  To receive the following committee reports- contimued:-

Committee meeting report dated 12th May 2008 should be received and adopted”.  Cllr F Evill                    seconded and the vote was unanimous.

b. General Purposes Committee dated  6th May  2008

Prior to the adoption of the report Cllr R Evill asked for the inclusion of Cllr Mrs Meijerink-Parker in the list of attendees in place of Cllr Milsted. 

Cllr. R Evill proposed “that subject to the above amendment, the General Purposes Committee report dated the 6th May 2008, should be received and adopted”. Cllr Griffin seconded and the vote was unanimous.

c. Policy and Resources Committee dated 19th May 2008.

Cllr Mrs Hunt proposed “that the Policy and Resources Committee report dated 19th May 2008 should be received and adopted” Cllr. Mrs Robson seconded and the vote was unanimous.
201.  To receive a response from Inspector Phil Cheverton, Dorset Police, regarding the High Street CCTV cameras, and to make recommendations thereon:-

A copy of the letter, confirming that all of the High Street CCTV Cameras are fully operational, was issued with the agenda for the meeting. 

202.  To receive a North Dorset Youth Forum report and to make recommendations thereon:- 

A copy of the report was issued with agenda for the meeting . 

203.  To receive the Calendar of Meetings for the 2008/09 council year and to make recommendations  thereon:-

Cllr Mrs Robson proposed “that the calendar of meetings for the Council Year 2008-2009 should be received and adopted”. Cllr Mrs  Meijerink-Parker seconded and the vote was unanimous. 

204. To receive the following monthly reports and to make recommendations thereon:-

a) Council Members

The Office Manager referred to item 6c, as follows, asking for member’s agreement to proceed with the formulation of a draft strategy for land acceptance.    

c. Strategy for Land Transfer - Following discussion of land transfer, at a  joint Local Delivery Meeting with NDDC and the Community Partnership, it has become obvious that a strategy needs to be formulated and jointly agreed by the Town Council, and the Community Partnership,   prior to opening negotiations with NDDC for the transfer of land to the town A draft document will be compiled defining the strategy and detailed arrangements for all land transfer to the town, including the criteria for selecting land for transfer into a Land Bank Trust, for management by the Community Partnership, and the conditions to be put in place, for  the protection of land transferred into the Land Bank Trust, should the Community Partnership disband at any time in the future.  The document will identify all the areas of land, both developer and NDDC owned, that is either in the process of transfer, or will be included in the list of the areas of land for negotiation with NDDC. Detailed annual costs for future maintenance, including employment costs, overheads new equipment and fuel will also be included, and where applicable a sum for future enhancement of the land. These costs can then be compared with the commuted sums, where applicable, or will provide the basis for the negotiations with NDDC.  Identification of the category of the land, if a detailed management plan is required, and if so if a plan is in place will also be included The draft document will be presented to a meeting of the Land Acceptance Working Party,  for consideration, and amendment,  and then to a 

204. To receive the following monthly reports and to make recommendations thereon – continued:-

joint meeting with the Trustees of the Community Partnership. The final jointly agreed draft version will then be presented to the Policy and Resources Committee     

b) Western Gazette and Gillingham Town Council Web Site

Cllr Stewart referred to the Town Councils Web site, mentioned in the report, and confirmed that it is now operational.

Cllr Lodge proposed “that the members report should be received and adopted and the monthly report for publication on the Town Council’s Web Site and in the Western Gazette should be approved for publication” Cllr Millichamp seconded and the vote was unanimous.

Closure:-The meeting closed at 8.16pm. 







