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GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE –5th July 2010 - continued:-
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   GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of a meeting of the General Purposes Committee held on Monday 5th July 2010 in the Jubilee Room, Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

These minutes do not constitute a true record until ratified by Full Council

Present: 
  Cllr M Lodge (Chairman), Cllr Mrs Beckley (Deputy Chairman), 
                      Cllr Mrs Booton, Cllr R Evill, Cllr D Griffin, Cllr Mrs Hunt, 
                      Cllr S Joyce, Cllr R Monksummers and Cllr Mrs Pothecary.
Also Present:   Cllr F Evill (Non Member) Mr David Walsh 

                        (Chairman of SOW) and four members of the public. 
Apologies.             Cllr D Milsted (Returned from holiday earlier today and 

                        preparing for a DCC meeting tomorrow).
Public Comments and Questions 

Prior to the start of the formal meeting Mr Willoughby, a resident of Riley Court Newbury, gave a short presentation pointing out the dangers of the approach to Riley Court from the mini roundabout at  Newbury stating “when drivers approach the roundabout from Le Neubourg Way, it is very dangerous to turn right into Newbury House area. An indication to other drivers of the intention to turn right is completely ignored by traffic coming from the Shaftesbury Road direction. Residents living in Riley Court have had a number of near misses through other drivers ignoring them. A very bad accident is waiting to happen. 
Mrs Ridout, a resident at Wyke, expressed her concerns regarding excessive traffic speed at the far end of Wyke Road. Asking for the 30mph speed sign to be cleared of vegetation and for additional signage, including 30mph ‘roundals’ marked on the road surface. 
The Chairman formally opened the meeting at 7.40pm.
392. To approve the minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 7th June 2010.
Proposed by Cllr Mrs Pothecary, and seconded by Cllr Joyce, the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 7th June 2010 were agreed and approved as a correct record. Cllr Griffin abstained as he was not present at this meeting. The Chairman duly signed the minutes.
393. Questions - There were no questions. 

394. Declarations of Interest :-   
Cllr Mrs Hunt declared a personal interest in agenda item 6c as an honorary member of the Rotary Club.
Cllr R Evill declared a personal interest in agenda item 6c as an honorary member of the Rotary Club.
Cllr Mrs Bootom declared a personal interest in agenda item 11 as an allotment holder.
395. To receive the following working party reports and to make recommendations thereon:- 

a. Allotments and Burial Provision

Cllr R Evill, as the lead member of the Working Party, had nothing to report.  

b. Traffic Management  

Cllr Lodge, as the lead member of the Working Party, had nothing to report. 

Members agreed to bring forward agenda item 7a - Mr Willoughby 6 Riley Court Newbury - Concerns regarding danger to drivers turning right into Riley Court from the Newbury roundabout.
The response from Andy Culley, Technical Officer at DCC as follows:- 

Having visited the site I can appreciate the problem that you, and other residents within the Newbury House development, are experiencing. I feel the major issue is that the vast majority of traffic approaching the roundabout from Le Neubourg Way continues along Newbury and Shaftesbury Road. Drivers approaching from the opposing direction therefore make (sometimes incorrect) assumptions about vehicle movements on the roundabout. This situation is compounded by "locaI knowledge" where drivers travel the same section of road on a daily basis and become used to particular traffic behaviour. They are then caught out by people, such as yourself, carrying out a legitimate manoeuvre that is different to "the norm" they have become accustomed to!
There is very little, if anything, that we, as the Highway Authority, can do to alter the perceptions

and behaviour of drivers approaching this roundabout. All of the signs and road markings are correct and it is incumbent on motorists to comply with them. Drivers should of course always give way to traffic approaching from the right on any roundabout but that is sadly not always the case. A fact well demonstrated by the situation you often find yourself in. 

I am not able to do anything to alleviate the situation of incorrect driver behaviour, other than to

advise that you, and other residents, when approaching the roundabout do so assuming oncoming traffic will not afford precedence to you, and make allowances for that fact. I fully accept that this is not an ideal situation but hopefully it will prevent you or anyone else being involved in a collision due to someone else's poor driving.
Cllr Lodge stated “the problem relates to drivers approaching the mini roundabout, from the Shaftesbury Road direction, cutting straight across the middle of the roundabout ignoring the drivers intending to turn into Riley Court”. Mr Willoughby is asking for something to be done to acknowledge that it is roundabout and therefore drivers should be complying with the Highway Code, by giving way to traffic on their right.

Cllr Monksummers stated “we have all had a copy of the response from Andy Culley, Technical Officer at DCC. As Mr Tulley states there is very little, if anything, that we, as the Highway Authority, can do to alter the perceptions, and behaviour, of drivers approaching this roundabout.
I had a look before tonight’s meeting and all the correct road markings are in place.  It is not possible to legislate for the actions of these drivers. Defensive driving appears to be the only answer to this problem”. 
Cllr Lodge stated “we have a number of problems similar to this one in the town. This situation highlights an inherent problem with mini roundabouts.  If we raise this matter with DCC Traffic Management we will only get the same answer. This is just down to poor driving. If we had adequate policing, then the police could be asked to monitor the roundabout and take action against drivers infringing traffic regulations”.  
395. To receive the following working party reports - continued:-
b.   Traffic Management - continued:- 

In response to an enquiry from Cllr Mrs Pothecary, concerning correct driving procedures at mini roundabouts, Cllr Griffin, a qualified driving instructor, stated “I have been trying to get something done regarding traffic management problems in the Newbury area of the town.  I will ring DCC tomorrow.  Road traffic regulations should be enforced by the police.  If the police will not act then there is very little else that can be done”.

Cllr Mrs Booton suggested the erection of sign stating ‘Beware Drivers Crossing to the Left’.
Cllr Griffin stated “signage is costly and the need will have to be justified”.
Cllr Mrs Pothecay suggested a keep clear box marked on the road surface at the Riley Court entrance, similar to those on the roundabout at Shaftesbury.   

Cllr Lodge stated “the purpose of the keep clear boxes was to keep traffic moving, in the event of tailbacks, during the operation of the diversion route for the work, on the A303 trunk route at Mere.  

This problem relate to drivers driving straight across a mini roundabout ignoring vehicles on their right hand side. 
A further problem was identified at this location by a member of the public, residing in Riley Court, and present at the meeting. 

The member of the public explained that this problem relates to HGV drivers, reliant on their satellite navigation equipment, turning into Riley Court, and then having to reverse back out again, as they are unable to turn around. 

Cllr Lodge confirmed that he will ask for a sign to be erected, identifying Riley Court as a ‘No Through Road’. 

Cllr Monksummers referred to the comments from Mrs Ridout prior to the start of the formal meeting regarding excessive traffic speed at Wyke stating “I sympathise with her concerns. There is a similar problem at Peacemarsh. Last week there was a successful police operation at Peacemarsh where speeding drivers were apprehended and issued with fixed penalty notices. A fair percentage of those caught were local residents. A similar operation should be carried out at Wyke”. 
Cllr Lodge confirmed that he will take this matter up with Mr Howard, DCC Traffic Management, at the next meeting of the Traffic Management Working Party.
Cllr Mrs Beckley asked for the hedge to be cut back to expose the speed limit sign.

Cllr Mrs Pothecary stated “we have all been issued with minor highways maintenance request forms. This will be included on my list. Due to the size of the Wyke Ward the four Ward members will be liaising to ensure that all of Wyke is covered. I have previously asked for the placement of 30mph ‘roundals’ on the road surface at the far end of Wyke Road.”

Cllr Lodge stated “I did suggest chevrons at a previous meeting of the Working Party when this matter was being discussed”. 
Cllr Griffin referred to the ‘No Excuse’ campaign which has resulted in 7,500 prosecutions across Dorset including a number in Gillingham. 
395. To receive the following working party reports - continued:-

c.   Tree Planting 

Cllr Mrs Booton informed the meeting that following the removal of the poplar trees, at the far end of the recreation ground, it will not be possible to replant for at least one year.  The disease resistant Elm saplings are no longer available from the nursery at Wimborne. They are now being imported from America by a nursery in Cambridgeshire, resulting in extra carriage costs.  

Cllr Mrs Booton confirmed that a report containing recommendations and costs will be presented to the September meeting of the committee. 

396. To receive an update on the following matters and to make recommendations thereon:-

 a. Headstones Garden of Remembrance 

The Chairman informed the meeting that the Garden of Remembrance will be included on the agenda, for the August meeting, for a site visit, when members will have the opportunity to view the situation and to decide on the best course of action.

 b. Litter bins 

As the Working Party is currently without a Lead Member the Office Manager presented the following written report at table updating members on the situation regarding cigarette and litter bins.
1. Cigarette bins installed in Zone One:-

a. The Gillingham Tandori (on wall at the bottom of the steps)
b. The Red Lion (on wall outside main door)

c. Bus Shelter (on wall)
2. Cigarette bins not installed 

a. The Red lion (on wall at entrance to car park)

b. Front of High Street car park near proposed seat (free standing) 

Alternative locations to be agreed 

A further 2 cigarette bins are available for installation locations to be agreed. 
3. Litter bins installed in Zone One.
a. Near the public bench at the front of the Lidl Store car park 

b. Entrance to the footpath leading to the railway station at Newbury 
4. Litter bins to be installed in Zone One 

a. Near the public bench outside of St Martins

b. British Legion Club School Road

c. Junction Station Road/ Le Neubourg Way 

5. Litter bins installed outside of Zone One.

 a. Marlott Road/Leadington Way- (largest play area by the green) 

b. St Mary the Virgin Primary School 

c. Ham Green- (area by main footpath and gravel path)

d. Fern Brook Lane 

e. Kings Court Road by sign  

f. Junction Shreen Way / Bay Road
6. In addition to the above:-

The bin near the roundabout at Peacemarsh (one of two on Gyllas Way) will be moved and re-sited. 
396. To receive an update on the following matters – continued:-

b. Litter bins - continued:- 

The dog bin at the comer of Shreen Way and Bay Road will be labelled as a mixed use bin.

Two additional litter bins were  identified, and purchased, subsequent to the preparation of the bid for liveability funding, at the following locations:-

a. Footway from Peacemarsh to Milton on Stour 

b. Milton on Stour Post Office

Actual locations are still to be agreed.
Following an outbreak of disease in cattle resulting from dog faeces a requirement for dog waste / litter bins was identified at the following locations  

a. Brickyard Lane (Footpath entrance to field)

b. Brickyard Business Park (Footpath entrance to field)

c. Lydfords Lane (Footpath entrance to field)

The precept for the FY 2010-2011 includes £1,000-00p for the Waste Strategy. To date expenditure is £471-75p.  The purchase price per bin is £128.36p.  Vouchers to the value of £100-00p for previous purchases can be used to offset the cost of any bins members may decide to purchase.
Cllr Mrs Pothecary expressed her disappointment, concerning the cigarette bins that have still not been erected, stating “all of the locations were agreed on site with the Works Manger several months ago.” 
(Report and location plans attached for Working Party members only) 

Mrs Ridout referred to a litter problem in the highway verge at the far end of Wyke Road. 

The Office Manager confirmed that this will matter be reported to NDDC. 

c. Rotary Club of Gillingham - Planting Purple crocus bulbs on Shaftesbury Road roundabout

Mr Wheatley, the Honorary Secretary of the Gillingham Rotary Club, gave a short presentation, prior consideration of this item, explaining the reason for the choice of purple flowering crocuses and confirming  that Richard Cummings, a Director of the Orchard Park Garden Centre, has greed to the planting of crocus bulbs on the roundabout. The allocation of bulbs to the Rotary Club will now be significantly larger than the 600 mentioned in the letter.  Mr Wheatley enquired as to whether the Town Council can identify other suitable locations for planting crocus bulbs.
Members agreed that the Works Manger should contact Mr Wheatley to discuss and agree other possible locations in the town and also agree responsibility for planting the bulbs.
397. To consider the following correspondence and to make recommendations thereon:-
 a. Mr Willoughby 6 Riley Court Newbury- Concerns regarding danger to drivers turning right into   
     Riley Court from the Newbury roundabout –
See Minute 394b- Traffic Management Working Party report. 
b. DCC Highways Group – Re-launch of Parish Maintenance Units.  

A copy of the letter was issued with the agenda for the meeting. Minor highways maintenance request forms previously issued to all members. 

398. To receive quotations for the supply of grit bins and to make recommendations thereon:- 
A report was issued with the agenda for the meeting. The Office Manager explained that there is only a marginal difference in the price per bin. The more expensive bin has a slightly larger capacity and appears to be more robust.

Cllr Monksummers proposed “that a recommendation should be presented to the Policy and Resources Committee that funding of £1,822.20p should be provided for the purchase of eleven grit bins”.  Cllr Griffin seconded and the vote was unanimous. 
399. To receive quotations for tree work at Hardings Lane Recreation Ground and to make recommendations thereon:-  
The item was referred from the June meeting for a second quotation. A second quotation was still not available and this matter was referred to the August meeting under urgent matters.     

400. To receive a report from Cllr Griffin on the situation regarding grass cutting at the front of Lodbourne Green Parade.
Cllr Griffin explained the current situation to members regarding grass cutting at the front of Lodbourne Green Parade confirming that, following discussions with the Co-operative Shop Manager, grass cutting has now resumed on the area fronting the shop.

Members agreed that the uncut section also needs to be cut on a regular basis, to prevent an accumulation of litter, and broken glass, creating a safety hazard for members of the public, and that the Office Manager should write to the owner of the Lodbourne Green Parade requesting regular cutting of this area.   
401. To receive a response from the Chairman of the Gillingham Allotment Association to a letter from the Town Council, dated 3rd June 2010, and to make recommendations thereon:- 

A copy of the letter was issued with the agenda for the meeting raising the following issues:-
The use of weed-killer and insecticides
Representation on the Allotment and Burial Working Party 

The disposal of green waste 

Cllr R Evill, as the Lead Member of the Allotments and Burial Provision Working Party, referred to item a, paragraph 2 in the letter stating “I was unaware that the Allotment Association had previously 
suggested the appointment of a member of the Allotment Association to the Working Party.  In principle I do not see a problem with this as it will not be setting a precedent, providing the other Working Party members are in agreement”. 
The Office Manager confirmed that the issued listed as item b in the letter has now been resolved. 

Members agreed to refer the letter to the Allotments and Burial Provision Working Party, for further consideration, with a report presented to the September meeting of the committee, containing recommendations in response to the points raised in the letter.

402. To receive the monthly report from the Works Managers and to make recommendations thereon:- 

The Office Manager provided an update on item 1, the long term sickness of a member of the grounds staff team.  In response to an enquiry from Cllr Mrs Pothecary regarding item 15, the replacement of 
402. To receive the monthly report from the Works Managers and to make recommendations thereon - continued:- 

swing seats, at the Lodbourne and Gillings play areas, the Office Manager confirmed that this was not due to vandalism. 
403. To receive a draft itinerary for site visits at the August meeting of the committee and to make recommendations thereon:-

The Chairman explained to members that the number of visits has been reduced, compared with last year. The meeting will start in the Town Hall at 7pm, to receive apologies, and to deal with any urgent business. The six locations identified for the site visits have been selected for specific reasons, including the Garden of Remembrance, where members can view the remains of the broken headstones, dating from the mid 19th Century, which need to be moved to enable the repairs to a section of the boundary wall to go ahead,  Cresscombe Play Area,  where some boundary fencing is required, and Hardings Lane Recreation Ground, following the relocation of the skate park, and public shelter, and removal of the raised flower bed.

404.  Matters Pertinent  - There were no matters pertinent.
Closure- The meeting closed at 8.50pm.
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