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GENERAL PURPOSES – 5th SEPTEMBER 2011 - continued:-
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GILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of a meeting of the General Purposes Committee held on Monday 5th September 2011 in the Jubilee Room, Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

These minutes do not constitute a true record until ratified by Full Council
Present: 
      Cllr M Lodge (Chairman), Cllr D Walsh (Deputy Chair)

                          Cllr Mrs Beckley, Cllr Mrs Booton, Cllr Mrs Hunt, 
                          Cllr R Evill, Cllr S Joyce, Cllr D Milsted and Cllr Mrs Ridout. 

Also Present:    One member of the public.
Apologies:-        Cllr  R Arnold and Cllr D Griffin. 
32. To approve the minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 1st August 2011.

Proposed by Cllr Walsh, and seconded by Cllr Milsted, the minutes of the meeting held on the 1st August 2011, were approved as a correct record of that meeting.  Cllr Mrs Booton abstained from voting as she had not been present at this meeting. The Chairman duly signed the minutes.

33. Questions - There were no questions
34. Declarations of Interest:-

Cllr Milsted, Cllr Walsh and Cllr Mrs Hunt declared personal interests in agenda item 5a - Church View, Gillingham.   

35. To receive working party reports and to make recommendations thereon:- 
a. Traffic Management 
The following letter from Mrs Nelson was issued at table-
I live in Church View, Gillingham and I am writing to bring to the notice of the Council a potentially dangerous situation which happens very regularly on the estate.
Since the closing of Focus and the high cost of living, strangers have been parking in Church View. They often stay all day and I suspect that the owners use the road instead of paying at the Station.
The problem is that the place where these cars are parked is potentially dangerous for other drivers. They cause an obstruction.
The view is obscured because the cars park near to a corner and oncoming traffic cannot see whether another vehicle is coming. There is danger of a head on collision. Unfortunately some drivers do not travel as slowly as they should, which does not help the situation.
I am writing to suggest that a site visit is undertaken and that double yellow lines are painted on the road for the short strip of the road that causes the problem.
35. To receive working party reports – continued:- 
a. Traffic Management – continued:-
Cllr Lodge informed the meeting that he had visited the site earlier in the day and found one vehicle parked in the road close to the bend.  

Cllrs Walsh and Mrs Ridout informed members that they had visited the site earlier in the evening and found two vehicles parked on the public highway.  

Cllr Milsted informed the meeting that this problem has arisen following the closure of the Focus Car Park stating “the DCC Traffic Management Department is reluctant to place yellow lines in locations such as this, where little likelihood of regular enforcement.  An application for the placement of yellow lines would have to be supported by the Town Council, agreed by the DCC Rights of Way Committee and then approved by the DCC Cabinet.  There is insufficient information for the Town Council to support a request for yellow lines at this stage”. 
Cllr Milsted proposed “that the DCC Highways Community Officer for the Gillingham area, Kevin Dunford, should be asked to investigate and report back to the Town Council”.  Cllr Walsh seconded and the vote was unanimous. 

b. Play Area Management 
Cllr Evill as the Lead Member of the Play Area Management Working Party informed members that confirmation is still awaited regarding funding availability. Consultation with the children, resident on the Ham Farm Estate, will be arranged when confirmation has been received.  
c. Allotment and Burial Provision

Cllr Evill as the Lead Member of the Allotment and Burial Provision Working Party informed members that a meeting will be arranged with a report presented to the October meeting of the committee.
d. Festive Lighting 

The Office Manager informed the meeting that a Working Party meeting has been arranged for Thursday 15th September and a report will be presented to the October meeting of the committee.  
36. To consider the replacement of shrubs along the boundary of open Spaces land at Chaffinch Close to deter vehicle parking. 
In a response to a query from Cllr Mrs Booton the Office Manager confirmed that access to the play area will not be affected by this proposal.

 Cllr Milsted stated “the planting of shrubs is a cheaper and gentler alterative to a knee high post and rail fence and will require less maintenance.  The shrubs will need to be fairly mature and well supported”. 
Cllr Milsted proposed “that a quotation should be presented to the Policy and Resources Committee for the supply of shrubs to plant along the boundary of open Spaces land at Chaffinch Close to deter vehicle parking”. Cllr Mrs Hunt seconded and the vote was unanimous 

37. To receive notice of a DCC Highways Winter Maintenance Briefing on Tuesday 27th September.

Cllr Lodge volunteered to represent Gillingham Town Council. 
38. To receive the monthly report from the Works Managers and to make recommendations thereon:- 
Cllr Walsh referred to item 6 in the report; the completion of the installation of new play equipment, safety surfacing, perimeter fencing and gates at the Gillings play area, located at the front of the Wyke Primary school and a previous suggestion that the Mayor should officially open the play area following completion of the work.  
The date was set for Friday 9th September at 2.30pm. Photographs and a report will be submitted to the Western Gazette and the Blackmore Vale Magazine.    
Cllr Mrs Booton referred to item 10, the weekly erection of the Speed Indicator Device and the location of the pole, to which the Speed Indicator Device is attached, located in close proximity to the roundabout, at the Shaftesbury Road approach to the town.

Cllr Lodge as the Lead Member of the Traffic Management Working Party confirmed that this matter will be considered at the next meeting of the Working Party.
Cllr Mrs Ridout referred to item 4 in the report; the ongoing weeding and watering of planted areas and flower tubs stating “they have been excellent this year and a credit to the grounds staff concerned”.  
Cllr Mrs Ridout referred to the recent site visit to the open spaces land at the Ham Farm development, where she had noticed a number of dog waste bags hanging from the branches of trees, located on the bank of the river Lodden, and a supermarket trolley in the river immediately behind St Mary’s School.   
Cllr Mrs Beckley reported a supermarket trolley in the river Stour at Wyke Bridge. 

The Office Manager confirmed that he will bring this matter to the attention of the Works Manager to arrange for the removal of the dog waste bags. The trolleys in the river will be reported to the Environment Agency. 
39. Matters pertinent to this meeting. 
 There were no matters raised. 
Closure - The meeting closed at 7.59pm. 
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