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GENERAL PURPOSES –4th January   2011 - continued:-
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GILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

                     GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of a meeting of the General Purposes Committee held on Tuesday 4th January 2011 in the Jubilee Room, Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

These minutes do not constitute a true record until ratified by Full Council
Present: 
         Cllr M Lodge (Chairman), Cllr Mrs Booton, Cllr R Evill, 
                           Cllr D Griffin, Cllr S Joyce and Cllr D Walsh.                            
Also Present:      Cllr F Evill (Non member) Mrs Eastlake (Chairman of the                    

                             Milton on Stour Village Committee) and there members of the 

                             public
Apologies:        Cllr Milsted, Cllr Mrs Pothecary and Cllr Mrs Robson (Non 

                          member)

439. To approve the minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 1st November 2010.

Proposed by Cllr Walsh, and seconded by Cllr R Evill, the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 1st November 2010 were agreed and approved as a correct record. The Chairman duly signed the minutes.

440. Questions:-  There were no questions.
441. Declarations of Interest:-  There were no Declarations of Interest.

442. To receive current available written Working Party reports.

a. Allotments and Burial Provision 

Cllr R Evill, as the Lead Member of the Allotments and Burial Provision Working Party, informed members that he is still in contact with the manager at Thorngrove regarding the possibility of renting, or leasing, some land at Thorngrove for allotment provision.   Cllr R Evill stated “I spoke to the Manager just before Christmas, who informed me that this matter has been discussed at Board level and included in the business plan. A final decision is likely to be taken by the Executive Management Board during the first week in January”   

 b. Traffic Management 

Cllr Lodge, as the Lead Member of the Traffic Management Working Party, informed members that he has spoken to Mr Howard, DCC Eastern Area Traffic Management Team Leader, today, and arranged a meeting for Wednesday 12th January at 10am. Cllr Lodge confirmed that the three items listed under Traffic Management on the agenda for this meeting will be discussed with Mr Howard together with agenda item 6(i)-excessive traffic speed at Post Office Road Milton-on-Stour.   

443. Milton on Stour Village Committee - To receive the following correspondence and to make recommendations thereon:- 

(i)  Excessive traffic speed Milton on Stour 

Mrs Eastlake, Chairman of the Milton on Stour Village Committee referred to the following letter, from the Village Committee to Dorset County Council, copied to Gillingham Town Council, and issued to members with the agenda for the meeting.
The above road is classified as a 40mph speed limit, and is used by people walking to the village shop, and from the village to the church/school and main footpath into Gillingham. We have previously raised the question of the provision of a footpath, as walking along the road is dangerous due to the 
vehicle speed, and parked cars along the south side. This problem has now become worse due to state of the trees and verge on the north side. They overhang the road to such an extent that vehicles now have to drive toward the centre of the road to avoid them. This can clearly be seen on Google

Street View (photo attached).
On behalf of the villagers and users of this road, we request that action must be taken to improve the situation and make it safer for pedestrian use. The following actions would seem appropriate, the first two should be deemed vital:
1) Trim back the trees and hedgerow of Milton Lodge to its official boundary. This will improve road width and expose verge.
2) Reduce speed limit to 30 mph.
3) Provision of a footpath.
The first two actions would be at little cost, and provide a much improved safety regime, and help to encourage less car usage for the short journey’s that some families currently take due to the unsafe conditions.
We understand that the third action is more costly, but it should still be considered as urgent, and when the cutting back of the trees and hedgerow has taken place the option of providing Milton with a pavement will not look so daunting or costly.

Mrs Eastlake asked for the support of Gillingham Town Council with regards to the actions requested in the letter to Dorset County Council.   
(ii)  Installation of a public seat outside of Milton Farm 
The following letter was issued with the agenda for the meeting

Since the Milton-on-Stour Village Plan was produced in 2009 the Village Committee have been endeavouring to source funding for a bench to be situated in the village. This was mentioned in one of the action points at the conclusion of the plan. 

The Committee have already located a site and have permission from Michael Westwood, Technical Officer from Dorset County Council (see copy of approval attached). The area that has been chosen is outside Milton Farm, on the paved area next to the entrance. This position is fairly central to the village and will provide a safe area for resting, and is adjacent to a footpath entrance.

We have discussed the proposed site for the seat with Mr. Light who is the owner of Milton Farm, and he has not raised any concerns or objections.

Our Funds as a Village Committee are limited and would like the Gillingham Town Council to consider match funding a seat for the village and the fixing thereof. You have already allocated a litter bin to the village and would like this sited next to the bench. We would be most grateful if you would look kindly to our request and advise me of your decision at your earliest convenience.

443. Milton on Stour Village Committee - To receive the following correspondence continued-
(ii)  Installation of a public seat outside of Milton Farm continued- 

 Mrs Eastlake confirmed that the most recent set of financial accounts, for the Milton on Stour Village Committee, and a quotation for the seat will be made available to the Town Clerk by the 12th January.
Cllr Mrs Booton asked for clarification on ownership and responsibility for future maintenance of the seat
The Office Manager confirmed that the seat can be listed on both the Town Council’s assets register and insurance schedule.  

Mrs Eastlake informed the meeting that the concrete plinth is already in situ and the Office Manager confirmed that the seat can be fixed to the plinth by the Town Council’s grounds staff.  
Cllr Joyce confirmed his support stating “this is an excellent idea”
Cllr Lodge proposed “that a recommendation should be made to the Policy and Resources Committee, for the provision of financial support, subject to the submission to the Town Clerk of a copy of the most recent set of financial accounts, for the Milton on Stour Village Committee, and a quotation for the seat”. Cllr Griffin seconded and the vote was unanimous.
 (iii) Public seats along the along the footpath from Peacemarsh to Milton on Stour and shrinkage of  

         tarmac surface resulting in gaps between tarmac and kerb.

The following letter was issued with the agenda for the meeting

As Chairman of the Milton-on-Stour Village Committee I would like to bring a matter of concern to the attention of the Gillingham Town Council,

This is regarding the benches on the Footpath leading from Peacemarsh into Milton-on-Stour.  Some of them have become loose and are un-stable which in due course will make them un-safe to sit on. Also, the curbs either side of the footpath have come away from the tarmac making it unsafe for the children riding their bikes and scooters to school if they happen to go too near the edge.

This has occurred from ground shrinkage when the weather was exceptionally dry for a long time over the summer months. I would be most grateful if the Council can assess and address this problem. 
Cllr Griffin stated the seats need to be fixed to the ground and the cracks in the tarmac sealed. 

Members agreed that the Works Manger should arrange the fixing of the seats and the Office Manager should report the cracks in the tarmac surface of the footway to DCC Highways.   
444. DCC Highways - Notice of road closure on A357 at Church Hill Stalbridge from 10th January for a period of 13 days. 
A copy of the notice is available at the reception desk. 

445. DCC Highways - To receive notice of termination of Agency Agreement for Le Neubourg Way and to make recommendations thereon:- 
Letter from Mr Rod Turner DCC Highways Manager as follows-

I am writing to advise that any partnership/agency arrangements that your Council may have with

the County Council, whether inferred or otherwise, to carry-out works on highway trees, grass cutting, weed killing and/or any other minor highway maintenance activities (if they have not already been terminated) are to cease from 1 April 2011, Please note that this does not apply to the Highway Lengthsmen and Parish Maintenance Unit services

445. DCC Highways - To receive notice of termination of Agency Agreement for Le Neubourg Way continued-
If your Council is committed to expenditure under any existing agreement that you consider is current then please advise so that we can determine how this situation may be overcome. I would welcome written confirmation that your Council acknowledges receipt of this notification.

Cllr Lodge informed the meeting that DCC Highways has withdrawn its annual contribution towards the maintenance costs for the grass cutting and pruning the planted areas alongside Le Neurbourg Way.   The options are to either pass the responsibility for future maintenance back to DCC or to continue without payment.  
The Office Manger informed the meeting that as the notification had been received prior to the precept meeting the annual amount of £1,294-45p (including the two roundabouts), received from DCC has been removed from the income offset. This means that if members decide to continue to maintain these areas there will be no costs implications for the Town Council, as the employment costs are already included within the budget for FY 2011 / 2012 and the work can be undertaken by the existing workforce.    

Cllr Lodge stated “I am totally against Gillingham Town Council undertaking this work without payment. The maintenance of these areas is a DCC Highways responsibility”  
Cllr Griffin confirmed his disagreement with the comments from Cllr Lodge stating “I am concerned that these areas will return to the same condition as when they were previously maintained by DCC Highways”.  
Cllr Griffin proposed “that Gillingham Town Council should continue to maintain the grass verges and planted areas bordering Le Neubourg Way during the FY 2011/ 2012” Cllr Mrs Booton seconded. Two members voted in favour and four voted against.

446. Winning Smiles – Marlott Road Roundabout – a request to use ‘reflective’ lettering on the new planter signs and to make recommendations thereon:-
Members unanimously agreed that non reflective signs should be used. The Office Manger to advise Mr Hawkins
447. To receive the Works Manager report and to make recommendations thereon:- 
The following report was issued at table in addition to the normal monthly report from the Works Manager. 

Two Ash Trees at Somerset Close

An inspection was carried out on two Ash Trees on the green belt at Somerset Close following concerns from local residents, whose property adjoining the open spaces land. 

The trees were l inspected by an NDDC Tree Officer, who recommended a crown lift and a 20% reduction of the canopy.

This work was put out to tender by the Town Council, and following receipt of the quotations, a contractor was selected and instructed to carry out the work.

The Town Council then received a further call from the local residents who live in the bungalow adjacent to the trees expressing their concerns regarding the tree roots. They had found a root while carrying out work in their garden. 

A site meeting was then set up with the residents, the Works Manager and the Tree Surgeon requested to do the work.

447. To receive the Works Manager report continued- 
After careful inspection and discussion, the Tree Surgeon felt that the roots were of no size to cause problems to the bungalow, but did recommend a root prune to sever all roots. This would ensure there would not be a future problem and would reassure the residents,

The tree work itself is scheduled for Jan 2011 and following the completion of this work a root prune will be carried out by Gillingham Town Council Ground staff.

The root prune will consist of a trench being excavated along the run of the boundary fence on the Town Council’s side, to a depth required to find the roots, the roots will then be severed off and the trench backfilled.

There were no comments form members on the Works Managers monthly report and members accepted the proposals for root pruning at Somerset Close.  
448.  Matters pertinent to this meeting- 
a. Cllr Lodge informed members that a meeting is being held at NDDC on Monday 10th January at 2pm to consider a report reviewing public car parking provision in North Dorset. 
b. Cllr Lodge expressed his concerns, based on rumours circulating in the town, of the possible closure of Gillingham Police Station
c. Cllr Lodge expressed his concerns based on  rumours circulating in the town of the possible closure of the minor injury unit at Shaftesbury Hospital.
d. Cllr Lodge asked for the formulation of a gritting policy to be included as an agenda item for the February meeting of the committee. 

Closure:-  The meeting closed at 8.03pm
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