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GENERAL PURPOSES – 3rd January   2012 - continued:-
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GILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

                     GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Minutes of a meeting of the General Purposes Committee held on Tuesday 3rd January 2012 in the Jubilee Room, Town Hall, School Road, Gillingham commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

These minutes do not constitute a true record until ratified by Full Council
Present: 
        Cllr M Lodge (Chairman), Cllr D Walsh (Deputy Chairman),
                            Cllr R Arnold, Cllr Mrs Beckley, Cllr Mrs Booton, 

                            Cllr D Griffin, Cllr R Evill, Cllr S Joyce and Cllr Mrs Ridout.
Also Present:     Cllr Mrs Pothecary.                                                                                                                                           
Apologies:         Cllr Mrs Hunt and Cllr D Milsted.   
60. To approve the minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 7th November 2011.

Proposed by Cllr Griffin, and seconded by Cllr Mrs Ridout, the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 7th November 2011 were agreed and approved as a correct record. The Chairman duly signed the minutes.

61. Questions:- There were no questions.

62. Declarations of Interest:- There were no Declarations of Interest.

63. To receive current available written Working Party reports.

a. Allotments and Burial Provision. 

Cllr R Evill, as the Lead Member of the Allotments and Burial Provision Working Party, had nothing to report. 

b. Traffic Management 

The Chairman read the following email from Mr Mark Watts, a resident of Chaffinch Close, to the meeting.

As you may be aware, a nursery group child was struck by a car outside this property at the end of this last term. Fortunately, there was no permanent injury inflicted. This is now the second time that such an accident has happened. Please could you look at the issue of timed parking restrictions and/or timed speed restrictions for this road and the junction of Pheasant Way to St Mary’s School before any others receive more serious injuries. 

Members agreed to refer this matter to the Working Party to investigate and report back.     
63. To receive current available written Working Party reports – continued:-

c. Festive Lighting 
A report itemising the costs for the 2011 trees and festive lighting was issued with the agenda for the meeting. 
Cllr Griffin suggested investigating the possibility of growing 4ft trees as an alternative to purchasing at commercial rates.    
Cllr Mrs Beckley expressed her agreement with Cllr Griffin’s suggestion.

Cllr Walsh stated “the Gillingham Chamber of Commerce and Industry has agreed to assist the Town Council with the 2012 festive lighting and may be able to source 4ft trees at cheaper price”.   

Cllr Joyce enquired as to the condition of the lighting sets and motifs.

Cllr Lodge stated “the Works Manager has repaired a number of the motifs and brought them up to a good standard. There are some others in need of repair and locations identified to erect them. The lighting sets for the 4ft trees are in a poor condition and the Works Manager did well to assemble a sufficient number to light the 80 trees erected. Replacement sets will need to have LED bulbs which will last longer but will be more expensive to purchase”. 
Cllr Mrs Booton referred to the cost of the 30ft tree for the Town Meadow site, including haulage, and suggested investigating the possibility of a permanent tree on the Town Meadow site, or lighting the Oak tree at the front of the High Street car park.   

Cllr Lodge stated “the lighting sets for the oak tree are defective and that it had not been possible to repair them in time. There had also been problems with access to the empty flat, above the former Tudor News Shop, to reset the trip switch protecting the electricity supply for the lights in the Town Meadow tree”.   

Cllr Mrs Ridout stated “the tree on the Town Meadow site looked lovely”. 

Cllr Lodge expressed his agreement with Cllr Mrs Ridout stating “it will look even better next year when the enhancement of the Town Meadow site has been completed”. 
Cllr Mrs Pothecary congratulated the workforce on the standard of this year’s festive lighting which had been a credit to the town. 

Members agreed that the comments, and suggestions raised, should be referred to the Working Party.   

64. Updates on outstanding Matters:-

a. BMX Bike Track Ham Farm Estate 
A copy of the correspondence between NDDC and the Solicitor acting on behalf of Persimmon Homes was issued with the agenda for the meeting 
Gillingham Town Council has confirmed that it is willing to accept the transfer of the land and the proposed sum of £30k. The money will be used to improve other areas within Ham Farm and for the maintenance of the land as suggested. I would be grateful if you could confirm whether your client is now happy to move this to the next stage. If so, please can you provide Gillingham Town Council with a contact to liaise with in order to complete the transfer of the land and the payment of the lump sum, I would be grateful if I can be copied in to any correspondence in order to update my records. 

64. Updates on outstanding Matters - continued:-
a.    BMX Bike Track Ham Farm Estate – continued:-
It is up to your client to determine whether they would like to apply for a variation of the terms of the agreement, however I can confirm that if the land is transferred to Gillingham Town Council and the amount of £30k is paid, the Council will not consider any formal action in relation to the breach in that a suitable outcome has been negotiated where all parties are agreeable and any enquiries in relation to confirmation of compliance with the terms in the Section 106 agreement will confirm this. 

65. To receive a request for a combined litter / dog waste bins at the following locations:-

a. Far end of Lydford Lane
Cllr Walsh informed members that he had visited the site earlier in the day and was unable to identify a suitable location within the public highway stating “the most suitable position for a bin would appear to be on the field side of the stile, with permission to erect a bin obtained from the landowner”.    

Cllr Joyce stated “we have discussed this matter before; the most suitable position would be to the left of the wicket gate, on the edge of the ditch, at the end of the gravel path leading into the field. 

Cllr Mrs Beckley suggested the possibility of locating a bin further down Lydfords Lane near the Clarendon Close Junction  

Cllr Mrs Pothecary suggested the setting up of a small working party to identify a suitable location and report back to the committee with recommendations.  
Members agreed to refer this matter to the Waste Strategy Working Party.
b. Footway from Wavering Lane to Peacemarsh 

A copy of the following letter from Miss Shafford was issued with agenda for the meeting:-


I am writing concerning the ever increasing dog fouling problem in particular to the walk from wavering lane along the river to the Peacemarsh to Mere road. There is only one bin and that is at the Wavering Lane end and it is more often than not overflowing ( as are the ones around honeysuckle area.) please would it be possible to install at least another two bins one near Stourcastle Close where there is access to the footpath and one at the Mere end?

I am a responsible dog owner and pick up after my dog I have offered bags to other walkers to no effect and ones that do pick it  up throw the bags in the trees or hedge, which is worse than leaving it on the ground.
I am not sure whose responsibility it is to police the area and perhaps a dog warden along this path at dog walking times would be an advantage, I watched a program from another council where the provision of many bins and wardens occasionally seen in the area went a long way to eradicating the problem by naming and shaming the culprits, it makes me very cross that some folk have a couldn’t care attitude which reflects on the responsible dog owners in Gillingham. Perhaps you could liaise with NDDC to have a united front.
Cllr Mrs Beckley stated “there used to be a bin at the Peacemarsh end of the footpath. There are two bins less than 100 metres apart in Gyllass Way, one of these could be relocated the Peacemarsh end of the footpath. There was also a bin at the small play park, adjoining the footpath, at the end of Casterbridge which was removed as bags containing dog waste were being placed in it”. 

Cllr Lodge identified the need for a bin adjoining the path at the rear of Neils Yard, where bags of dog waste are thrown over the rear fence onto Neils Yard land.  
65. To receive a request for a combined litter / dog waste bins at the following locations continued:-

b. Footway from Wavering Lane to Peacemarsh – continued:-
Cllr Mrs Pothecary referred to the lack of enforcement stating “the Town Council might consider taking on responsibility for enforcement”.  

Cllr Mrs Ridout enquired as to the cost for a suitable combined litter/ dog waste bin 

The Office Manager confirmed that the cost is £150-00p, stating “the ongoing costs for regular emptying also need to be taken into account”. 
Cllr Mrs Ridout stated “overflowing bins can also exasperate the problem”.  

Cllr Lodge stated “there are some dog owners who will never deposit bags of dog waste in the bins provided and continue to throw them into the hedge”.

Cllr Joyce referred to the need for signage stating “more robust signs, possibly of metal construction, should be considered”.   

Members agreed to refer this matter to the Waste Strategy Working Party. 

66. To receive quotations for the replacement of the finger arm on the finger post, at the junction of School Road and the High Street.  

Cllr Lodge proposed “that a recommendation should be made to the Policy and Resources Committee, that funding to a maximum of £301-18p net should be provided, for the replacement of the finger arm, on the finger post, at the junction of School Road and the High Street”.  Cllr Walsh seconded and the vote was unanimous.
67. To receive the Works Manager report and to make recommendations thereon:-  

The report was issued at table.  The following matter was raised:-
a. Grit Bins - Cllr Griffin identified a problem with some of the grit bins. Bin lids have blown open and as a result the rain has neutralised the salt content of the grit reducing its effectiveness. 

68. Matters pertinent to this meeting. 
b. Wavering Lane to Peacemarsh footpath - The following update, from Mike Coker, North Dorset District Council, was issued at table as an item of information.    

I was sorry to hear of the accident and I have received the letter from Mr Harvey this morning. Any complaints or claims will be passed to Persimmon Homes as they are still responsible for the path. We have been unable to reach agreement with Persimmon Homes to date and I understand that we are in the process of serving litigation papers. The litigation papers may bring Persimmon back to the negotiating table otherwise we will progress to Court.

NB - A copy of email correspondence with a Mr Hart concerning this matter is attached.  
Closure - The meeting closed at 8.13pm.
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